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1 Introduction

Since 2000 I have devoted 28 contributions to the 
knowledge of the Xantholinini of China (for example Bor-
doni 2010, 2013) and described new genera and many new 
species, but I have never studied a species with such pecu-
liar characteristics differing from the usual ones of the 
tribe. The discovery of the species described below is of 
considerable interest and shows that our knowledge of vast 
areas of the eastern Palaearctic Region is still very incom-
plete.

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s
I wish to thank Dr. Matthias Hartmann, director of the 

Naturkundemuseum in Erfurt, Germany, for sending me this 
very interesting specimen and Guillaume de Rougemont 
(Oxford) for checking the English. I also thank Silvio Cuoca for 
the nice photographs.

2 Taxonomy

Family Staphylinidae Lameere, 1900
Subfamily Staphylininae Latreille, 1802

Tribe Xantholinini Erichson, 1839
Genus Yunnaniella n. gen. 

Type species: Yunnaniella mandian sp. n.

Description 
Body (Fig. 1) of medium-small size; labrum with two 

long divergent lobules (Fig. 4a); maxillary palpi with long 
narrow segments, the 2nd longer than 3rd , the last shorter 
than 3rd and subacute (Fig. 4b); labial palpi with 3rd segment 
longer than 2nd , narrow (Fig. 4c); mandibles with narrow 
prostheca and only very small teeth, large lateral groove 
provided with two structures connected by a callous por-
tion at their base, asymmetrical and matching when they 
are closed (Fig.  2); anterior tarsi narrow, the 3rd tarso-
mere longer than the others, apart from the last (Fig. 4e) 
(posterior tarsi missing); antennae with long scape, 2nd 

and 3rd segments sub-equal in length, the following short 
and wide (Fig.  4d); frontal grooves absent; ocular gro-
oves short, deep; gular sutures as in Fig.  4f; antesternal 
plate short, entire, with median protrusion; mesosternum 
flat, with very small median apophysis; pronotal epipleura 
thick; upper epipleural line very close to the lower one, 
parallel to this, truncated at half the length of the prono-
tum and not joining the lower line; male genital segment 
dorsally entire, with modified tergite; aedeagus large, 
with more or less symmetrical parameres.

Female unknown.
Et y molog y. The generic name refers to Yunnan.
Dis t r ibu t ion . South Yunnan.
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Figures 1–3. Yunnaniella mandian n. gen., n. sp. – 1. Habitus (total length: 5.7 mm). 2–3 Head in dorsal view, 2 mandibles closed, 
3 mandibles opened. 
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Figure 4. Yunnaniella mandian n. gen., n. sp. – a. Labrum. b. Maxillary palp. c. Labial palp. d. Basal half of antenna. e. Anterior 
tarsus. f. Gular sutures. g. Male genital segment in dorsal view. h. Sternite of the same. i. Aedeagus, scale bar: 0.1 mm.
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Rema rk s . This genus differs from all known genera 
of the tribe Xantholinini in the external characters listed 
above.

Yunnaniella mandian n. sp.
(Figs 1–4)

Material examined
Holot y pe  ♂: China, S Yunnan, Xishuangbanna, 20 km SW 

Jinhong (recte Jinghong) , vic. Man Dian (NNNR), 22.07.80N, 
100.40.05E, 730 m, forest, A. Weigel 30.IX.2008 (Naturkunde-
museum Erfurt).

Description
Length of body: 5.7; from anterior margin of head to 

posterior margin of elytra: 2.4 mm. Body shiny, dark red-
dish-brown, with light brown antennae and pale yellowish 
legs. Head sub-spherical, with broadly rounded sides from 
the eyes to the neck. Eyes small and flat. Surface of head 
with two parallel, irregular series of deep punctures on 
the clypeus and finer, not close punctation, apart from on 
a wide median band; the punctation denser on the late-
ral portion, provided with dense, erected setae. Pronotum 
of peculiar shape, dilated anteriad and narrow posteriad, 
with very oblique anterior margins and strongly sinuate 
sides, longer than head and as wide as it anteriad. Surface 
with irregular dorsal series of 12–13 punctures and late-
ral series difficult to define between other, deep, lateral 
punctures. Elytra large, a little dilated posteriad, as long 
as and much wider than pronotum, with rounded hume-
ral angles. Surface with numerous punctures arranged in 
several series; the punctures fine and not close to each 
other. Abdomen with segments increasingly wider up to 
the 5th visible segment which is longer than the others. Sur-
face with more or less evident, polygonal micro-reticula-
tion at the base of the segments which are covered in dense 

punctation furnished with decumbent pubescence, parti-
cularly evident on the 5th visible segment.

Male genital segment (Fig. 4g) with pleurae combined 
dorsally into a single sclerite, without any trace of a corre-
sponding suture, with metamorphosed tergite; sternite as 
in Fig. 4h. Aedeagus (Fig. 4i) 2 mm long, ovoid, with trun-
cate distal margin, with more or less symmetrical para-
meres furnished with small setae on the external margin; 
inner sac tubular, narrow and long, folded on itself and 
covered in fine spinulae.

Et y molog y. The specific epithet refers to the type 
locality, as a noun in apposition.

Dis t r ibu t ion . The species is only known from the 
type locality.

Rema rk s . The particular conformation of the man-
dibles, combined with other significant exoskeletal char-
acters, characterizes this genus. The two structures 
connected to the base of the mandibles are chitinized, 
asymmetrical and yet fit perfectly together when the man-
dibles are closed, as can be seen in the photographs (Figs 
2–3). This absolutely excludes the possibility of it being a 
teratological phenomenon. Instead, this peculiar confor-
mation may be related to particular, as yet unknown, feed-
ing habits.
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