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Figs. 5–6: Aedeagus of 5) Algon murzini, 6) A. fortepunctatus; a) ventral view, b) lateral view. Scale bar: 
1.0 mm. 

Zusammenfassung 

Diese Arbeit stellt eine erste Ergänzung zur Algon-Revision (SCHILLHAMMER 2006) dar, 
basierend auf zusätzlichem Material hauptsächlich aus China and Ost-Malaysia. Neue Arten: 
Algon atroviridis (China), A. leigongshanus (China), A. holzschuhi (China), A. murzini (China), 
A. fortepunctatus (O-Malaysia). Neue oder ergänzende Nachweise werden erbracht für Algon 
crockerensis SCHILLHAMMER, 2006, A. fredricki SCHILLHAMMER, 2006, A. gemmatus SCHILL-
HAMMER, 2006, und A. sinoculatus SCHILLHAMMER, 2006. Die Aedeagi aller neuen Arten 
werden abgebildet, der Aedeagus von A. gemmatus zum ersten Mal. Einige Fehler in der Algon-
Revision werden berichtigt. 
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A new species of Hybridolinus SCHILLHAMMER, 1998 
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Staphylininae) 

H. SCHILLHAMMER 

Abstract 

A new species of the genus Hybridolinus SCHILLHAMMER, 1998 (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: 
Staphylininae) is described: H. meilishanus (China: Yunnan). The male copulatory organ of the new 
species is illustrated. The key to species of Hybridolinus is updated. 

Key words: Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, Staphylininae, Philonthina, Hybridolinus, new species, China, 
systematics, taxonomy, key. 

Introduction 

The genus Hybridolinus SCHILLHAMMER, 1998 is so far known only from China and Taiwan 
(SCHILLHAMMER 1998, 2000, 2003). The recent discovery of another new species raises the 
number of known species to ten (nine from the mainland and one from Taiwan). The specimens 
treated in this paper are deposited in the collections of Michael Schülke, Berlin (CSB), Aleš 
Smetana, Ottawa (CSO) and the Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (NMW). 

Hybridolinus meilishanus sp.n. 

Holotype : “CHINA: N-Yunnan [C2005-09], Diqing Tibet. Aut. Pref., Deqin Co., Meili Xue Shan, E-side, 14 km 
W Deqin, 2580 m, \ 28°27.47’N 98°46.35’E, valley below glacier, mixed forest, leaf litter, moss, dead wood, sifted, 
11.VI.2005, M. Schülke [C2005-09]” (CSB). 

Paratypes (7 exs.): 2 : same data as holotype (CSB, NMW); 2 , 1 : “CHINA: N-Yunnan [C2005-07A], 
Diqing Tibet. Aut. Pref., Deqin Co., Meili Xue Shan, E-side, 12 km SW Deqin, 2890 m, 28°25.30’N 98°48.47’E \ 
small creek valley, mixed forest with bamboo, leaf litter, moss, dead wood, sifted, 13.VI.2005, M. Schülke [C2005-
07A]” (2 CSB, 1 NMW); 1 : similar data as before but leg. A. Smetana [C160] (CSO); 1 : “CHINA: Yunnan, 
pass 50 km W from Judian, 10.-13.6.2005, Ivo Jeniš lgt.” (NMW). 

DESCRIPTION: 10–12 mm long (5.3–6.0 mm, abdomen excluded). Black, fore body dark 
metallic blue with slight violaceous to inconspicuously greenish hue; elytra with posterior mar-
gin and epipleura narrowly but brightly yellowish, yellowish band along epipleura becoming 
somewhat wider at shoulders; abdomen black, posterior half of segment VII and entire segment 
VIII bright reddish, segments IX and X reddish yellow with styli of tergite IX becoming darker 
distally; antennae black with four outer segments creamy white; palpi dark brown, tips of pal-
pomeres markedly paler, last segment of maxillary and labial palpi usually entirely reddish, 
rarely darkened leaving only tips reddish yellow; mandibles reddish brown with infuscate base; 
all femora and tibiae pale yellow, tarsi variably reddish to dark brown, always markedly darker 
than tibiae. 

Head slightly trapezoid, distinctly wider than long (1.35–1.48 in males, 1.32–1.38 in females), 
eyes hardly protruding, about as long as tempora, disc of head rather coarsely, moderately 
densely punctate, midline glabrous, tempora coarsely and densely punctate, surface with distinct 
isodiametrical microsculpture; antennae with segments 4–6 oblong, segment 7 about as long as 
wide, segments 8–10 slightly transverse; mandibles and palpi hardly differing from other 
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Hybridolinus species; pronotum about as long as wide (L:W = 0.95–1.08), widest in anterior 
third, narrowed toward rounded base in almost straight line, surface uniformly punctate except 
for well delimited glabrous mid-line, size and density of punctation as on tempora, with very 
fine, narrow-meshed microreticulation; elytra densely punctate, punctures separated by 1–2 
puncture diameters in transverse direction, a few punctures almost contiguous; first three visible 
abdominal tergites with transverse basal depression, punctation rather fine and sparse, somewhat 
stronger at base and laterally on first three visible tergites, more or less uniform on remaining 
tergites; first four tarsomeres of front legs distinctly dilated, subbilobed. 

Aedeagus (Fig. 1) very similar to that of H. daliensis (see “diagnosis”). Medio-apical notch of 
paramere slightly variable in depth and width. 

DIAGNOSIS: The species is very similar to H. daliensis, but differs by the somewhat larger size 
and the color pattern of the last abdominal segments. The aedeagi of both species are extremely 
similar, but in H. daliensis the parameral lobes are regularly rounded while in H. meilishanus the 
distal outline of the parameral lobes is subangulate. 

DISTRIBUTION: The species is at present known only from northwestern Yunnan. 

ETYMOLOGY: The species is named after the type locality. 

Key to species of Hybridolinus 

1 Antennae with two outer segments creamy-white; head and pronotum very shining due to very 
faint microsculpture...........................................................................................................................  2 

– Antennae with four (rarely three or five) outer segments creamy-white; head with distinct 
isodiametrical microsculpture............................................................................................................  3 

2 Visible tergites I–V with posterior margins markedly reddish; brick-red elytra with variably 
large, well confined black markings laterally; eyes very large, 1.75–2.0 times as long as 
tempora .............................................................................................................................  hesperoides 

– Visible tergites I–III entirely black, posterior half of 4th and entire 5th visible tergite reddish; 
brick-red elytra with only a slight “shadow” postero-laterally; eyes smaller, 1.15 times as long 
as tempora............................................................................................................................ singularis 

3 Entirely black species .........................................................................................................  diabolicus 
– Not entirely black, elytra with shoulders, apical margin and epipleura yellowish, legs at least 

partly yellowish .................................................................................................................................  4 
4 Abdominal segment VIII with posterior half black ...........................................................................  5 
– Abdominal segment VIII entirely reddish, elytra violaceous or reddish ...........................................  6 
5 Elytra black......................................................................................................................  flavocinctus 
– Elytra reddish........................................................................................................................  smetanai 
6 Elytra violaceous ...............................................................................................................................  7 
– Elytra reddish.....................................................................................................................................  9 
7 Abdominal segment VII entirely reddish...............................................................................  daliensis 
– Basal third or half of abdominal segment VII black..........................................................................  8 
8 Femora and apical tips of tibiae black ....................................................................................... similis 
– Femora and tibiae entirely yellow ...................................................................................  meilishanus 
9 Legs entirely yellow ..........................................................................................................  jizushanus 
– Femora and apical tips of tibiae dark....................................................................................  decipiens 
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Fig. 1: Hybridolinus meilishanus a) aedeagus, ventral view; b, c) underside of apical portion of paramere; 
b) right lobe, c) left lobe. Scale bar: 0.5 mm (a), 0.25 mm (b, c). 

Zusammenfassung 

Eine neue Art der Gattung Hybridolinus SCHILLHAMMER, 1998 wird beschrieben: H. meilishanus 
(China: Yunnan). Das Genital der neuen Art wird abgebildet und der Schlüssel zu den Arten der 
Gattung Hybridolinus wird aktualisiert. 

References 

SCHILLHAMMER, H. 1998: Hybridolinus gen.n. (Insecta: Coleoptera: Staphylinidae), a problematic new 
genus from China and Taiwan, with description of seven new species. – Annalen des 
Naturhistorischen Museums Wien 100 B: 145–156. 

SCHILLHAMMER, H. 2000: A new species of Hybridolinus Schillhammer, 1998 from China (Insecta: 
Coleoptera: Staphylinidae). – Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums Wien 102 B: 143–145. 

SCHILLHAMMER, H. 2003: Hybridolinus smetanai sp.n. from China. – Annalen des Naturhistorischen 
Museums in Wien 104 B: 387–389. 

 
Dr. Harald SCHILLHAMMER 
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, Burgring 7,  A – 1010 Wien, Austria (harald.schillhammer@nhm-wien.ac.at) 
 

©Wiener Coleopterologenverein (WCV), download unter www.biologiezentrum.at



242 Koleopt. Rdsch. 78 (2008) 

Hybridolinus species; pronotum about as long as wide (L:W = 0.95–1.08), widest in anterior 
third, narrowed toward rounded base in almost straight line, surface uniformly punctate except 
for well delimited glabrous mid-line, size and density of punctation as on tempora, with very 
fine, narrow-meshed microreticulation; elytra densely punctate, punctures separated by 1–2 
puncture diameters in transverse direction, a few punctures almost contiguous; first three visible 
abdominal tergites with transverse basal depression, punctation rather fine and sparse, somewhat 
stronger at base and laterally on first three visible tergites, more or less uniform on remaining 
tergites; first four tarsomeres of front legs distinctly dilated, subbilobed. 

Aedeagus (Fig. 1) very similar to that of H. daliensis (see “diagnosis”). Medio-apical notch of 
paramere slightly variable in depth and width. 

DIAGNOSIS: The species is very similar to H. daliensis, but differs by the somewhat larger size 
and the color pattern of the last abdominal segments. The aedeagi of both species are extremely 
similar, but in H. daliensis the parameral lobes are regularly rounded while in H. meilishanus the 
distal outline of the parameral lobes is subangulate. 

DISTRIBUTION: The species is at present known only from northwestern Yunnan. 

ETYMOLOGY: The species is named after the type locality. 

Key to species of Hybridolinus 

1 Antennae with two outer segments creamy-white; head and pronotum very shining due to very 
faint microsculpture...........................................................................................................................  2 

– Antennae with four (rarely three or five) outer segments creamy-white; head with distinct 
isodiametrical microsculpture............................................................................................................  3 

2 Visible tergites I–V with posterior margins markedly reddish; brick-red elytra with variably 
large, well confined black markings laterally; eyes very large, 1.75–2.0 times as long as 
tempora .............................................................................................................................  hesperoides 

– Visible tergites I–III entirely black, posterior half of 4th and entire 5th visible tergite reddish; 
brick-red elytra with only a slight “shadow” postero-laterally; eyes smaller, 1.15 times as long 
as tempora............................................................................................................................ singularis 

3 Entirely black species .........................................................................................................  diabolicus 
– Not entirely black, elytra with shoulders, apical margin and epipleura yellowish, legs at least 

partly yellowish .................................................................................................................................  4 
4 Abdominal segment VIII with posterior half black ...........................................................................  5 
– Abdominal segment VIII entirely reddish, elytra violaceous or reddish ...........................................  6 
5 Elytra black......................................................................................................................  flavocinctus 
– Elytra reddish........................................................................................................................  smetanai 
6 Elytra violaceous ...............................................................................................................................  7 
– Elytra reddish.....................................................................................................................................  9 
7 Abdominal segment VII entirely reddish...............................................................................  daliensis 
– Basal third or half of abdominal segment VII black..........................................................................  8 
8 Femora and apical tips of tibiae black ....................................................................................... similis 
– Femora and tibiae entirely yellow ...................................................................................  meilishanus 
9 Legs entirely yellow ..........................................................................................................  jizushanus 
– Femora and apical tips of tibiae dark....................................................................................  decipiens 

SCHILLHAMMER: A new species of Hybridolinus (STAPHYLINIDAE) 243 

 

Fig. 1: Hybridolinus meilishanus a) aedeagus, ventral view; b, c) underside of apical portion of paramere; 
b) right lobe, c) left lobe. Scale bar: 0.5 mm (a), 0.25 mm (b, c). 

Zusammenfassung 

Eine neue Art der Gattung Hybridolinus SCHILLHAMMER, 1998 wird beschrieben: H. meilishanus 
(China: Yunnan). Das Genital der neuen Art wird abgebildet und der Schlüssel zu den Arten der 
Gattung Hybridolinus wird aktualisiert. 

References 

SCHILLHAMMER, H. 1998: Hybridolinus gen.n. (Insecta: Coleoptera: Staphylinidae), a problematic new 
genus from China and Taiwan, with description of seven new species. – Annalen des 
Naturhistorischen Museums Wien 100 B: 145–156. 

SCHILLHAMMER, H. 2000: A new species of Hybridolinus Schillhammer, 1998 from China (Insecta: 
Coleoptera: Staphylinidae). – Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums Wien 102 B: 143–145. 

SCHILLHAMMER, H. 2003: Hybridolinus smetanai sp.n. from China. – Annalen des Naturhistorischen 
Museums in Wien 104 B: 387–389. 

 
Dr. Harald SCHILLHAMMER 
Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, Burgring 7,  A – 1010 Wien, Austria (harald.schillhammer@nhm-wien.ac.at) 
 

©Wiener Coleopterologenverein (WCV), download unter www.biologiezentrum.at



Koleopterologische Rundschau 78 245–263 Wien, Juli 2008 

 

A revision of Othiini 
XVI. Four new species of Othius STEPHENS 

from the Himalaya and China, and additional records 
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae, Staphylininae) 

V. ASSING 

Abstract 

Four species of Othius STEPHENS, 1829 from the Eastern Palaearctic region are described and 
illustrated: O. fortepunctatus sp.n. (China: Zhejiang), O. hartmanni sp.n. (W-Nepal), O. spoliatus 
sp.n. (China: Yunnan), and O. uttaricus sp.n. (India: Uttarranchal). Additional records of 23 (sub-)spe-
cies of Othius and one of Atrecus JACQUELIN DU VAL are reported. The genus Othius now comprises 
123 valid species and subspecies. 

Key words: Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, Staphylininae, Othiini, Othius, Atrecus, Holarctic region, 
Himalya, China, new species, additional records, taxonomy. 

Introduction 

According to the latest revisionary contribution to Othiini of the Staphylininae (ASSING 2005b), 
this Holarctic tribe comprised a total of 135 species and subspecies, 118 of them in the speciose 
Palaearctic genus Othius STEPHENS, 1829. These figures, however, do not account for Othius 
guangxiensis ZHENG, 1999, which was described from China several years ago in a Chinese 
journal which is apparently not screened by the Zoological Record. Consequently, it was not 
included in any of my previous contributions to the genus, and it was also omitted by SMETANA 
(2004). According to ZHENG (1999), O. guangxiensis is highly similar to O. rufipennis SHARP, 
1874, but distinguished by smaller size and the absence of a tomentose patch on the male sternite 
V. The rough sketch of the aedeagus does not provide any evidence suggesting that the species 
should be distinct from O. rufipennis. Hence, the holotype may represent a nanistic male of O. 
rufipennis with reduced male secondary sexual characters. In any case, until the type can be 
examined or improved illustrations of the internal structures of the aedeagus become available, 
the species is of doubtful taxonomic status. Also, three years later, in another overlooked article 
and journal, ZHENG (2002) described and illustrated the male sexual characters of O. goui 
ZHENG, 1995, a species which was later synonymised with O. punctatus BERNHAUER, 1923 by 
ASSING (2005a) based on the examination of a female paratype. However, the sketch of the 
aedeagus fails to illustrate any important details – the internal structures are barely visible – 
suggesting that O. goui should be distinct from O. punctatus. 

The Othius fauna of the Western Palaearctic can be considered rather well-studied, so that new 
discoveries of undescribed species are unlikely – except, perhaps, for the Caucasus region, which 
is characterised by a high diversity of Othius species and at the same time low collecting activity. 
The situation is different regarding the Eastern Palaearctic region, especially the Himalaya and 
the numerous mountain ranges in China, where new species have continuously been discovered 
even in the recent past (e. g. ASSING 2003a, b, 2005a, b). Against this background, it is not 
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