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Description of a new species of Ubychia ROST 
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Raymondionyminae) 

T. STRUYVE 

Abstract 

A new species of Ubychia ROST (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Raymondionyminae) is described from 
the Caucasus: U. solochaul. 

Key words: Coleoptera, Curculionidae, Raymondionyminae, Ubychia, taxonomy, new species, 
Caucasus. 

Introduction 

The species of the subfamily Raymondionyminae, which Ubychia is part of, are known as 
depigmented, blind beetles, adapted for life in the deep soil. These are rarely encountered in 
nature or in collections. A revision of the Raymondionyminae was published by OSELLA (1977). 
This genus is represented in the eastern Mediterranean, from Dalmatia to Iran, probably more 
wide-spread but undiscovered. 

This is the first representative of this genus in the Russian part of the Caucasus. The only 
specimen was found in a dark forest, on a northern slope, under a deep embedded stone at the 
base of a large Platanus orientalis L. Within short distance there was also a Buxus sempervirens 
L., but no herbs. The altitude was about 300 m. 

Ubychia solochaul sp.n. 

TYPE LOCALITY: Солох-Аул (Soloch-Aul), Krasnodarskiy Kray, Russia. 
TYPE MATERIAL: Holotype: Солох-Аул (Soloch-Aul), Krasnodarskiy Kray, Russia, 11 June 2008, Struyve Tim 
leg.; deposited in the collection of the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences. 

DIAGNOSIS: Habitus as in Figs. 1–2. Body 2.5 mm long, 0.8 mm wide. Red-brown, rostrum 
only bent at the basis and end. Dorsally with sparse punctation and with micro-sculpture 
consisting of fine longitudinal furrows. Scrobes ventrally, separated by a small lamella. This 
lamella pointed just before the head ending, well visible laterally. Funicle with five segments. 
Spherical head, eyeless, not protruding. Pronotum broadest near the middle, sides rounded. 
Ventrally with two keels aside an undeep russel canal. Pronotum with very sparse, fine, but good 
visible punctation, laterally stronger. Punctation of the elytra sparser and a lot finer, barely 
visible, also at the sides, more or less situated on rows. Lateral base of the elytra elevated. 
Pronotum and elytra without micro-sculpture and with small erect yellow hairs. Scutellum 
absent. Broad legs. All tibia with an external teeth, partially with denser yellow hairs. Tarsus 
short, claws free and simple. 
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Figs. 1–2: Ubychia solochaul, 1) lateral view, 2) dorsal view. 
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Description of Rhinusa exigua sp.n. from Turkey 
(Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Curculioninae) 

R. CALDARA & B.A. KOROTYAEV 

Abstract  

Rhinusa exigua sp.n. (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Curculioninae) from Turkey is described and 
figured. The differences from the very closely related R. antirrhini (PAYKULL, 1800) are reported. 

Key words: Coleoptera, Curculionidae, Curculioninae, Mecinini, Rhinusa exigua sp.n., Turkey. 

Introduction 

A very small species of Rhinusa STEPHENS, 1829 related to R. antirrhini (PAYKULL, 1800) has 
been collected in Turkey, where it was found only on a single species of Linaria with very small 
pale blue flowers. After examination of the species belonging to the R. antirrhini group sensu 
REITTER (1908), FREMUTH (1972) and BEHNE (1988), we describe it as new to science. 

Acronyms 
CAL   Coll. Caldara, Milano, Italy 
FAU   Faculty of Agriculture, Atatürk University, Erzurum, Turkey 
TOS   Coll. Toševski, Novi Beograd, Serbia 
ZIN   Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia 

Rhinusa exigua sp.n. 

TYPE LOCALITY: Tortum env. (Erzurum, NE Turkey). 
Type series: Holotype ♂ (ZIN): “Turkey, Erzurum Prov., 10 km N of Tortum, 1350 m, detritus slope along road, 
10.VI.2002, B. Korotyaev”. Paratypes: same data as holotype (7 exs., 2, CAL; 2, FAU; 3, ZIN); “Turkey, Erzurum 
Prov., 10 km N of Tortum, 16.06.2009, GPS 239: N40 22.084 E41 30.334, 1360 m, on L. corifolia, I. Toševski leg.” 
(6 exs., 3 CAL; 3 TOS); “Turkey, Erzurum Prov., 7 km NW of Egerti Vill., Ispir road, ca. 1800 m, detritus slope 
along road, 13.VI.2003, B. Korotyaev” (5 exs., ZIN); “Turkey, Erzurum Prov., downstream Egerti Vill., 21.VI.2002, 
leg. Korotyaev” (2 exs., ZIN); “Turkey, Sivas Prov., Kaynarca, Ziyarettepesi Pass, River Tokma, Gürün, 
13.06.2009. GPS 227: N38 46.231 E36 58.352, 1651 m, on Linaria corifolia, I. Toševski leg.” (1 ex., TOS); 
“Turkey, Niğde Prov., 5 km S Niğde, 12.06.2009, GPS 222: N37 55.303 E34 40.522, 1269 m, on Linaria corifolia, I. 
Toševski leg.” (5 exs., 2 CAL; 3 TOS); “Turkey, Karaman Prov., Aydinkişla, 11.06.2009, GPS N37 13.784 E32 
22.011, 1379 m, on Linaria corifolia, I. Toševski leg.” (10 exs., 5 CAL; 5 TOS); “Turkey, Antalya Prov, 17 Km SW 
of Kurkuteli, 8.06.2009, GPS 209: N36 56.777 E30 04.203, 1364 m, on Linaria corifolia, I. Toševski leg.” (5 exs., 
2 CAL; 3 TOS). 

DESCRIPTION: Male (holotype) (Fig. 1). Length 1.4 mm (rostrum excluded). 

Body short, oval, moderately robust, with black integument, except dark brown antennae and 
tarsi, covered with seta-like, moderately long (length/width 4–8), whitish scales. 

Rostrum short (rostrum length/pronotum length 0.72); in lateral view (Fig. 3) nearly straight, 
robust at base, finer and abruptly narrowed along dorsal margin from antennal insertion to apex; 
in dorsal view (Fig. 2) distinctly widened at antennal insertion and moderately narrowed from 
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