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The uniqueness of the fauna 
and flora of New Caledonia 
is virtually unparalleled. No 
other region in the world for 
example encompasses a si-
milarly high floral endemism 
in relation to its land co-
verage! 

The WATER BEETLES OF 
NEW CALEDONIA in the past 
have been studied very 
poorly. In the second half of 
the 20th century only five 
new species of water beetles 
have been described from 
this Archipelago. 

Volume 3 of the Mono-
graphs on Coleoptera is 
entirely dedicated to the 
Water Beetles of New Cale-
donia. Based mainly on two 
field surveys carried out by 
the editors, Manfred A. Jäch 
and Michael Balke in 2001 
and 2009, the knowledge of 
the Water Beetles of New 
Caledonia is updated. 

This book includes 23 taxonomic/faunistic papers authored by 19 experts from 12 countries. 
A total of 58 new species (Dytiscidae: 28, Hydrophilidae: 17, Scirtidae: 12, Limnichidae: 1) is 
described from New Caledonia, all of them being endemic! In addition, six species are 
described from other Indo-Pacific Islands (Bacan, Ceram, Fiji, New Guinea, Wallis & 
Futuna). Four genera and seven species are newly recorded from New Caledonia in this 
volume. One endemic species, Berosus distigma Fauvel (Hydrophilidae), has not been 
collected since more than a hundred years and it is therefore regarded as extinct. Several other 
species are threatened with extinction. 

This book is richly illustrated. It includes 161 excellent color photographs (98 beetles, 63 
habitat pictures). Furthermore, distribution maps are provided for all 124 New Caledonian 
species treated. 

Orders should be sent to:  heinrich.schoenmann@nhm-wien.ac.at or 
manfred.jaech@nhm-wien.ac.at 

Price: 40 € (for members of Vienna Coleopterists Society, 60 € for non-members) 
The contents of this book are listed on p. 112. 

http://www.coleoptera.at/monographs_on_coleoptera.php 
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New species, new records and taxonomic updates on 
Microdytes BALFOUR-BROWNE, 1946 

(Coleoptera: Dytiscidae) 

G. WEWALKA 

Abstract 

Seven new species of the genus Microdytes BALFOUR-BROWNE, 1946 (Coleoptera: Dytiscidae) are 
described: M. feryi sp.n., M. helenae sp.n. and M. shaverdoae sp.n. from Myanmar, M. heineri sp.n. 
from Thailand and China, M. paoloi sp.n., M. pederzanii sp.n. from Thailand, and M. rocchii sp.n. 
from Laos. Microdytes holzmanni WEWALKA & WANG, 1998 is synonymized with M. shunichii SATÔ, 
1995. New records of other species of Microdytes are provided. 
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Introduction 

Microdytes BALFOUR-BROWNE is a speciose genus occurring throughout southern and south-
eastern Asia from Nepal to southern India, from southern China to southern Japan, the 
Philippines, Malaysia and western Indonesia. The genus was revised by WEWALKA (1997), who 
added 21 new species to the nine known ones. Four additional new species were described by 
WEWALKA (1998) and WEWALKA & WANG (1998). Recently, WEWALKA, RIBERA & BALKE 
(2007), BIAN & JI (2009) and MILLER & WEWALKA (2010) added five other new species. 

Further hydro-entomological expeditions by the China Water Beetle Survey (CWBS) yielded 
new study material. Additional specimens were collected by Harald Schillhammer in Myanmar 
and Laos, by Helena Shaverdo in Myanmar, as well as by numerous other coleopterists, e.g. Jiří 
Hájek, Michel Brancucci, Paolo Mazzoldi, in various SE Asian countries. One new species was 
detected among old museum material. 

With the seven new species described in the present paper and regarding the new synonymy 
presented herein, the genus comprises now 45 species. 

Material and methods 

The study material which consists of about 1,000 specimens comes from a number of institutions 
and private collections. The following abbreviations are used for the collections, where material 
is located: 
 
CASS Chinese Academy of Sciences, Institute of Applied Ecology, Shenyang, China 
CGW Coll. Günther Wewalka, Wien, Austria 
CJS  Coll. Jaroslav Šťastný, Liberec, Czech Republic 
CPM  Coll. Paolo Mazzoldi, Brescia, Italy 
IMRL Institut und Museum für Regenwaldökologie, Leipzig, Germany 
NHML Natural History Museum London, UK 
NMB Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel, Switzerland 
NMP  National Museum, Museum of Natural History, Prague, Czech Republic 
NMW Naturhistorisches Museum Wien, Vienna, Austria 
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