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Buchbesprechung 
QUENEY, P., PRÉVOST, P. & REISDORF, P. 2025: Clés d’identification des coléoptères 
aquatiques de France métropolitaine. Tome II: Polyphaga Staphylinoidea Hydraenidae et 
Byrrhoidea Elmidae, Dryopidae, Limnichidae, Heteroceridae, Psephenidae. – Guyancourt: 
Opie, 229 pp. Weiche Buchbindung. 
 

Der Begriff „France métropolitaine“ bezieht sich 
auf Frankreich einschließlich der vor seiner Küs-
te im Atlantik, im Ärmelkanal und im Mittelmeer 
gelegenen Inseln (inkl. Korsika). 

Der hier vorliegende Band ist der zweite einer 
Serie, die in erster Linie der Determination der 
französischen Wasserkäferfauna gewidmet ist. 
Neben vielen Bestimmungsmerkmalen und Geni-
talabbildungen finden sich zur jeder Spezies auch 
allgemeine Angaben zur Verbreitung, jedoch kei-
ne Verbreitungskarten. Der im Jahr 2021 er-
schienene erste Band dieser Serie, der die Myxo-
phaga und Hydrophiloidea umfasst, wurde in der 
Koleopterologischen Rundschau 91 (2021: 136, 
144) ausführlich besprochen. 

Eine Liste der inkludierten Taxa und deren Syno-
nyme findet sich auf den Seiten 10–21. Unter 
Hydraena melas Dalla Torre, 1877 wäre noch die 
aus Frankreich beschriebene H. sternalis Rey, 
1893 als weiteres Synonym hinzuzufügen. Unter 
Ochthebius semisericeus Sainte-Claire Deville, 
1914 sind O. gestroi Gridelli, 1926 und O. grio-

tes Ferro, 1985 zu streichen, denn sie gelten bereits seit 2001 wieder als valide Arten (siehe 
“Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera”, der in diesem Buch nicht erwähnt wird). 

Das vorliegende Werk ist kein Bestimmungsbuch im herkömmlichen Sinn. Anstelle der übli-
chen, oft seitenlangen dichotomen Schlüssel verwenden die Autoren kompakte Tabellen („ta-
bleaux“), was den Vorteil hat, dass sämtliche diagnostische Merkmale mehr oder weniger auf 
einen Blick sichtbar sind. Insgesamt gibt es 56 solcher Tabellen. Die einzelnen Merkmale wer-
den, wie bei einer phylogenetischen Merkmalsmatrix, Kennziffern zugeordnet, welche dann 
aneinandergereiht die individuelle Kodenummer des betreffenden Taxons (Familie, Unterfami-
lie, Tribus, Gattung, Spezies) ergeben. Das klingt zwar ein wenig kompliziert, ist aber im Prinzip 
ganz einfach, und man gewöhnt sich schnell daran. 

Hydraena gracilis Germar, 1824 und H. gracilidelphis Trizzino et al., 2012 werden von den Au-
toren gemeinschaftlich abgehandelt, und sie betonen, dass sie die in der Originalbeschreibung 
von H. gracilidelphis genannten Unterscheidungsmerkmale nicht erkennen konnten. In der Tat 
sind die von Trizzino et al. (2012) vorgeschlagenen Merkmale nicht zutreffend, da sie die neue 
Art irrtümlich mit . gracilis balcanica Orchymont, 1930 aus Österreich anstatt mit typischen 
westlichen Exemplaren von H. gracilis gracilis verglichen haben. 
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New faunistic data and notes on 
Mongolian diving beetles 
(Coleoptera: Dytiscidae) 

D. ROLKE, D. LKHAGVASUREN & H. SHAVERDO 

Abstract 

Faunistic data on 32 species of Dytiscidae collected at 26 sampling sites in the north-western and 
central-southern parts of Mongolia are reported. Agabus conspersus (MARSHAM, 1802) is recorded for 
the first time from this country. The occurrence of Oreodytes alpinus (PAYKULL, 1798) in Mongolia is 
here confirmed. First province records of 13 species are presented. Finally, the occurrence of Hygro-
tus chinensis (SHARP, 1882) in Mongolia is discussed, and the species is excluded from the Mongolian 
fauna. 
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Introduction 
The Mongolian dytiscid fauna is considered as relatively well-studied. Scattered Mongolian 
records of diving beetle species were published in numerous historical and modern works 
(MOTSCHULSKY 1853, JAKOWLEW 1896, 1899, JACOBSON 1908, ZAITZEV 1908, 1910, 
ZIMMERMANN 1930, 1931, 1934, FENG 1932, 1933, WU 1937, ZAITZEV 1953, FERY 1992, 2003, 
NILSSON 1994, SHAVERDO & FERY 2001, 2006, SHAVERDO 2004, FERY & PETROV 2006, 
ENKHNASAN 2006, 2008, PROKIN & ZHAVORONKOVA 2015, PALATOV & MARYINSKIY 2017), and 
a number of studies focused mainly on the Mongolian water beetles including Dytiscidae 
(BRINCK 1943, GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a–b, 1969, 1972, BRANCUCCI 1982, BELLSTEDT 1985). 
The first comprehensive study on the Mongolian diving beetles was published by SHAVERDO et 
al. (2008). ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV (2019a–b, 2020) dealt with the biogeography of Mongolian 
Dytiscidae, endemic and sub-endemic water beetles of Mongolia and ecological aspects of 
Dytiscidae in the central and western country regions, respectively. Furthermore, faunistic data 
provided in a doctoral thesis (ENKHNASAN 2020) are also taken into account. PROKIN et al. 
(2020, 2022) presented new faunistic data on the Mongolian water beetles, including Dytiscidae, 
and provided comprehensive summaries of other water beetle families of Mongolia. 

The aim of the present paper is to report new findings of Dytiscidae, which mainly originate 
from two recent expeditions, supplemented by a few older data. Altogether, new country and 
new province records are provided for 14 species. Finally, the occurrence of Hygrotus chinensis 
(SHARP, 1882) in Mongolia is discussed. 

The present work is based on specimens deposited in the private collection of Daniel Rolke 
(Landsberg, Germany) and in the Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (Natural History Museum 
Vienna, Austria). 

Description of sampling sites 
Two field trips to Mongolia were carried out during August 6–27, 2022 by D. Rolke and P.H. & 
F. Schnitter (Sites 5–16), as well as on June 16, 2024 and July 8, 2024 by D. Rolke, P.H. & F. 
Schnitter, and A. Vollmer (Sites 17–26). During these trips through mainly (semi-)arid areas of 
Mongolia (high steppes, semi-deserts, deserts), 22 sampling sites yielding Dytiscidae were 
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examined. Either exclusively terrestrial sampling sites or aquatic sites lacking Dytiscidae are not 
listed here. In addition, four samples of diving beetles collected by A. Stubbe in 2002 and 2014 
(Sites 1–4) were analysed. 

The data originate from nine Mongolian provinces (= Aimags). The Selenge River basin, which 
was extensively surveyed on earlier expeditions (SHAVERDO et al. 2008), was only marginally 
touched upon. Most of these localities are in the north-western (Altai) or central-southern (Gobi 
Desert) parts of the country. 

All 26 sampling sites (Fig. 1) are listed below in chronological order. A diverse set of habitats 
including lentic and stagnant water bodies (Figs. 2–13) were examined using a larger hand net or 
a smaller metal sieve. At five locations (17, 20, 21, 24, 25), light traps with a broadband UV 
LED light were used. 

The material was identified by H. Shaverdo and D. Rolke and is based exclusively on adults. 
 
 

 

Fig. 1: Map of Mongolia showing sampling sites 1–26. Map basis: © OpenStreetMap contributors. 
Available under the Open Database Licence from: openstreetmap.org. 

 

1 Ömnögovi Aimag, Borzongijn-Gobi, 42°28'57''N 105°15'10''E, 1145 m a.s.l., 6.VII.2002, field 
number: 11 MG 2002. 

2 Khovd Aimag, Bulgan-gol River, 46°6'43''N 91°7'26''E, 1140 m a.s.l., 8.–18.VIII.2002, field 
number: 19 MG 2002 and 21 MG 2002, wetland with Juncus sp. and Butomus sp. 

3 Zavkhan Aimag, Tes-gol River, 49°44'56''N 96°34'4''E, 1450 m a.s.l., 29.VIII.–3.IX.2002, field 
numbers: 46 MG 2002, 48 MG 2002, river bank, spring area and main river. 

4 Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Dajan-nuur Lake, Tumlia-gol River, 48°20'0''N 88°48'30''E, 2240 m a.s.l., 
5.VIII.2014, field number: 11 MG 2014, river bank. 

5 Arkhangai Aimag, Orchon-gol River, 47°49'36''N 102°36'11''E, 1330 m a.s.l., 7.VIII.2022, field 
number: 03 MG 2022, gravel banks and small wet depressions alongside the river. 

6 Arkhangai Aimag, Orchon-gol River, 47°57'40''N 102°33'48''E, 1310 m a.s.l., 8.VIII.2022, field 
number: 04 MG 2022, high steppe, small temporary pools. 
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7 Khövsgöl Aimag, Delger Mörön-gol River, W Bayantoktok, 49°34'33''N 99°25'21''E, 1360 m 
a.s.l., 9.VIII.2022, field number: 07 MG 2022, river bank. 

8 Khövsgöl Aimag, Tesijn-gol River, NE Hara Boomiin Örtöö, 49°28'56''N 97°17'24''E, 1630 m 
a.s.l., 10.VIII.2022, field number: 09 MG 2022, sandy river bank and small pools alongside the 
river covered with algae (Fig. 2). 

9 Uvs Aimag, E Züüngovi, 49°51'18''N 94°12'39''E, 1095 m a.s.l., 11.VIII.2022, field number: 11 
MG 2022, small wetlands on sand dunes. 

10 Uvs Aimag, WSW Züüngovi, 49°51'7''N 93°37'28''E, 1030 m a.s.l., 12.VIII.2022, field number: 
12 MG 2022, small sandy stream in semi-desert. 

11 Uvs Aimag, Ortaa-Schegeteij-gol River, N Böchmörön, 49°49'57''N 90°19'44''E, 1575 m a.s.l., 
14.VIII.2022, field number: 18 MG 2022, small stream with sand/gravel (Fig. 3). 

12 Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Tawan Bogd, 49°10'56''N 88°13'52''E, 2590 m a.s.l., 16.VIII.2022, field 
number: 22 MG 2022, meltwater lake (Fig. 4). 

13 Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Tsagaan-gol River, E Zagastnuur, 49°15'18''N 88°29'42''E, 2380 m a.s.l., 
17.VIII.2022, field number: 25 MG 2022, river bank with gravel (Fig. 5). 

14 Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Tolbo-nuur Lake, Narijn-gol River, 48°28'16''N 90°10'22''E (coordinates 
were taken at the southern edge of the sampled area), 2090 m a.s.l., 18.VIII.2022, field number: 
29 MG 2022, spring pools, small watercourses, marshy terrain in high steppe (Fig. 6). 

15 Govi-Altai Aimag, N Sharga, 46°29'32''N 95°11'49''E, 1235 m a.s.l., 22.VIII.2022, field number: 
34 MG 2022, oasis, sand/salt mud banks. 

16 Bulgan Aimag, E Elsen Tasarkhai, 47°20'7''N 103°43'5''E, 1260 m a.s.l., 25.VIII.2022, field 
number: 42 MG 2022, high steppe/overstowed pasture. 

17 Ömnögovi Aimag, N Dalandsadgad, 43°39'1''N 104°29'49''E, 1390 m a.s.l., 19.VI.2024, field 
number: 05 MG 2024, semi-desert, salt lake (dry), light trap. 

18 Ömnögovi Aimag, Gurvan Saykhan, Yolyn Am Canyon, 43°29'32''N 104°4'49''E, 2330 m a.s.l., 
20.VI.2024, field number: 06 MG 2024, small stream with gravel bank (Fig. 7). 

19 Ömnögovi Aimag, Bayan Techemiin-nuur Lake, W Bayan-dalai, 43°45'57''N 102°15'35''E, 
1430 m a.s.l., 22.VI.2024, field number: 10 MG 2024, spring bog, dry salt lake (Fig. 8). 

20 Ömnögovi Aimag, Khongoryn Els, Seruun-bulag, 43°46'17''N 102°15'44''E, 1360 m a.s.l., 
23.VI.2024, field number: 12 MG 2024, sandy river bank, light trap (Fig. 9). 

21 Bayankhongor Aimag, Ekhiin-gol Oasis, 43°14'44''N 99°0'25''E (coordinates were taken in the 
settlement of the oasis; the sampling took place in the area adjacent to the west), 975 m a.s.l., 
26.VI.2024, field number: 15 MG 2024, oasis surrounded by desert with rainwater retention 
basin, wet depressions, cool swelling area with small rivulet, light trap (Fig. 10). 

22 Bayankhongor Aimag, Bajangov/Urgun, Sadgai-gol River, 44°43'5''N 100°22'34''E, 1550 m a.s.l., 
28.VI.2024, field number: 19 MG 2024, sandy bank. 

23 Bayankhongor Aimag, Bajangov/Urgun, Sadgai-gol River, 44°45'26''N 100°21'8''E, 1580 m a.s.l., 
28.VI.2024, field number: 20 MG 2024, current-calmed marginal areas of a small sandy stream 
(Fig. 11). 

24 Bayankhongor Aimag, Orog-nuur Lake, southern margin, 45°2'6''N 100°38'9''E, 1220 m a.s.l., 
30.VI.2024, field number: 23 MG 2024, desert/spring pot/reed, light trap (Fig. 12). 

25 Bayankhongor Aimag, Orog-nuur Lake, northern margin, 45°4'56''N 100°35'1''E, 2.VII.2024, 
1225 m a.s.l., field number: 25 MG 2024, spring pot/salt, light trap (Fig. 13). 

26 Bayankhongor Aimag, N Bajankhongor, Tuin-gol River, 46°19'5''N 100°44'55''E, 1970 m a.s.l., 
3.VII.2024, field number: 27 MG 2024, gravel bank. 
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Figs. 2–13: Habitats, 2) Khövsgöl Aimag, Tesijn-gol (Site 8), 3) Uvs Aimag, Ortaa-Schegeteij-gol (Site 
11), 4) Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Tawan Bogd, meltwater lake (Site 12), 5) Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Tsagaan-gol 
(Site 13), 6) Bayan-Ölgii Aimag, Tolbo-nuur, Narijn-gol (Site 14), 7) Ömnögovi Aimag, Gurvan 
Saykhan, Yolyn Am Canyon (Site 18), 8) Ömnögovi Aimag, Bayan Techemiin-nuur (Site 19), 9) 
Ömnögovi Aimag, Khongoryn Els, Seruun-bulag (Site 20), 10) Bayankhongor Aimag, Oasis Ekhiin-gol, 
rainwater retention basin (Site 21), 11) Bayankhongor Aimag, Bajangov/Urgun, Sadgai-gol (Site 23), 12) 
Bayankhongor Aimag, Orog-nuur, southern bank (Site 24), 13) Bayankhongor Aimag, Orog-nuur, 
northern bank, spring pot (Site 25). 

Results 
In total, 32 species of Dytiscidae have been collected, which is almost 30% of the 112 species 
recorded from Mongolia so far (ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV 2019a, PROKIN et al. 2020, 2022). First 
province records are provided for 13 species (Tab. 1). Agabus conspersus (MARSHAM, 1802) is 
recorded from this country for the first time, and the occurrence of Oreodytes alpinus (PAYKULL, 
1798) in Mongolia is confirmed, while Hygrotus chinensis is excluded from the Mongolian 
fauna. The number of the Mongolian diving beetle species is now 113. 
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Table 1: Dytiscidae collected in the 26 Mongolian sampling sites listed above. First province records are 
marked with an asterisk (*); the double asterisk (**) indicates the first record from Mongolia. The species 
are listed according to NILSSON & HÁJEK (2025). 

Species 
Sampling sites 
(in brackets: number of 
specimens) 

First province 
records 

Agabus (Acatodes) arcticus alpinus 
(MOTSCHULSKY, 1860) 

4 (3 , 1 )  

Agabus (Acatodes) coxalis 
SHARP, 1882 

4 (3 , 1 ), 12 (1 )  

Agabus (Acatodes) lapponicus 
THOMSON, 1867 3 (1 )  

Agabus (Agabus) pallens 
POPPIUS, 1905 8 (1 )  

Agabus (Gaurodytes) adpressus 
AUBÉ, 1837 

4 (1 ), 13 (1 , 1 ), 26 (1 )  

*Agabus (Gaurodytes) blatta 
JAKOWLEW, 1897 18 (19) Ömnögovi 

**Agabus (Gaurodytes) conspersus 
(MARSHAM, 1802) 19 (1 ) Ömnögovi 

Agabus (Gaurodytes) dichrous 
SHARP, 1878 

14 (10 , 9 ), 23 (1 )  

Ilybius lateralis (GEBLER, 1832) 5 (1 , 1 )  

Ilybius poppiusi (ZAITZEV, 1907) 5 (1 ), 8 (1 , 1 )  

*Colymbetes dolabratus 
(PAYKULL, 1798) 

13 (1 , 1 ), 24 (3 ), 25 (1 ) Bayankhongor 

*Rhantus frontalis 
(MARSHAM, 1802) 

2 (1 ), 8 (2 ), 10 (1 , 1 )  Khövsgöl 

*Dytiscus latro SHARP, 1882 2 (1 , 1 ) Khovd 

*Hydroglyphus geminus 
(FABRICIUS, 1792) 5 (5), 6 (2), 9 (1), 10 (1), 15 (1) Govi-Altai 

Boreonectes aff. emmerichi 
(FALKENSTRÖM, 1936) 13 (2 )  
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Nebrioporus airumlus 
(KOLENATI, 1845) 1 (8), 7 (4), 10 (8)  

Nectoporus sanmarkii 
(SAHLBERG, 1826) 11 (4)  

*Oreodytes alpinus 
(PAYKULL, 1798) 

3 (5 ), 8 (2 ) Zavkhan 

Oreodytes septentrionalis 
(GYLLENHAL, 1826) 8 (4), 11 (8)  

*Hydroporus geniculatus 
THOMSON, 1865 

8 (3 , 2 ) Khövsgöl 

Hydroporus goldschmidti 
GSCHWENDTNER, 1923 21 (1 )  

Hydroporus uenoi NAKANE, 1963 3 (1 )  

*Hygrotus (Coelambus) caspius 
(WEHNCKE, 1875) 

1 (12), 6 (4), 15 (5 , 1 , 9), 19 
(1 , 18), 21 (4), 22 (1 ) 

Bayan-Ölgii, 
Govi-Altai 

Hygrotus (Coelambus) enneagrammus 
(AHRENS, 1833) 20 (1 )  

*Hygrotus (Coelambus) flaviventris 
(MOTSCHULSKY, 1860) 

15 (2 , 1 , 2), 17 (16), 20 (2), 
24 (1 , 17), 25 (1 , 23) 

Bayankhongor, 
Govi-Altai 

*Hygrotus (Coelambus) nigrolineatus 
(STEVEN, 1808) 20 (1 , 1), 24 (1 ), 25 (2) Bayankhongor 

Hygrotus (Leptolambus) 
impressopunctatus (SCHALLER, 1783) 

5 (4 , 2 ), 8 (1 ), 16 (1 ), 
19 (2 ), 23 (2)  

*Hygrotus (Leptolambus) marklini 
(GYLLENHAL, 1813) 

5 (1 , 1 ), 6 (1 ), 13 (1 ), 19 
(2), 20 (1), 23 (1 ), 24 (1 , 
2 ) 

Bayankhongor 

Hygrotus (Leptolambus) parallello-
grammus (AHRENS, 1812) 25 (2 , 6)  

Hygrotus (Leptolambus) unguicularis 
(CROTCH, 1834) 

10 (1 ), 13 (1 ), 14 (1 )  

*Hygrotus (Leptolambus) urgensis 
(JAKOWLEW, 1899) 

5 (1 , 1 ), 16 (2 ) Bulgan 

*Laccophilus biguttatus KIRBY, 1837 5 (1 , 1), 14 (1 ), 19 (1 ) Ömnögovi 
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(STEVEN, 1808) 20 (1 , 1), 24 (1 ), 25 (2) Bayankhongor 

Hygrotus (Leptolambus) 
impressopunctatus (SCHALLER, 1783) 

5 (4 , 2 ), 8 (1 ), 16 (1 ), 
19 (2 ), 23 (2)  

*Hygrotus (Leptolambus) marklini 
(GYLLENHAL, 1813) 

5 (1 , 1 ), 6 (1 ), 13 (1 ), 19 
(2), 20 (1), 23 (1 ), 24 (1 , 
2 ) 

Bayankhongor 

Hygrotus (Leptolambus) parallello-
grammus (AHRENS, 1812) 25 (2 , 6)  

Hygrotus (Leptolambus) unguicularis 
(CROTCH, 1834) 

10 (1 ), 13 (1 ), 14 (1 )  

*Hygrotus (Leptolambus) urgensis 
(JAKOWLEW, 1899) 

5 (1 , 1 ), 16 (2 ) Bulgan 

*Laccophilus biguttatus KIRBY, 1837 5 (1 , 1), 14 (1 ), 19 (1 ) Ömnögovi 
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Comments on selected species 

Agabus blatta JAKOWLEW, 1897 
First record for Ömnögovi. This species has been previously recorded from Govi-Altai, Övӧr-
khangai, Uvs, and Zavkhan (PROKIN et al. 2020). 

Agabus coxalis SHARP, 1882 
Confirmed for Bayan-Ölgii. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai, Dornod, 
Govisümber, Khentii, Övӧrkhangai, Selenge, Sükhbaatar, Töv, Uvs, and Zavkhan (GUÉORGUIEV 
1965, 1968a, 1969, 1972, ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020). 
Records from Bayan-Ölgii were provided in a doctoral thesis by ENKHNASAN (2020). 

Agabus conspersus (MARSHAM, 1802) 
First record from Mongolia (Ömnögovi). This is a widespread Palearctic species, which is 
known from neighboring territories (NILSSON & HÁJEK 2025): Russia (West Siberia), Kazakh-
stan, China (Xinjiang, Qinghai, Tibet). 

So far, two species of the Agabus nebulosus group were recorded from Mongolia: A. dichrous 
(GUÉORGUIEV 1968b, 1969, 1972, SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020) and A. nebulosus 
(FORSTER, 1771), which was reported by ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV (2019a, 2020) without 
detailed locality information. 

We consider the single immature male from Ömnögovi (site 19) as belonging to A. conspersus 
since it has a more rounded body shape and a thicker pronotal bead (Figs. 14–15) than all Mon-
golian specimens of A. dichrous examined by us. In addition, the anterior proclaws of this 
specimen possess a distinct medioventral tooth, and the median lobe is evenly curved (Figs. 15–
16). 

We also assume that the record of A. nebulosus by ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV (2019a, 2020) most 
likely refers to A. conspersus since the former has a more western distribution, obviously not 
occurring east of Iran and Turkmenistan (NILSSON & HÁJEK 2025), while the latter is known 
from territories adjacent to Mongolia. Generally, the Central and East Asian representatives of 
the A. nebulosus group need a thorough taxonomic revision, which should include numerous 
specimens from different regions and will hopefully clarify the taxonomy of the A. nebulosus 
group in Mongolia. 

Colymbetes dolabratus (PAYKULL, 1798) 
First record from Bayankhongor. This species has previously been recorded from Bayan-Ölgii, 
Khovd, and Ömnögovi (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a, 1969, 1972, BELLSTEDT 1985, PROKIN et al. 
2020). 

Rhantus frontalis (MARSHAM, 1802) 
First record from Khövsgöl. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai, Bayan-
Ölgii, Bulgan, Dornod, Govisümber, Khentii, Khovd, Övörkhangai, Selenge, Ulaanbaatar, Uvs, 
and Zavkhan (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a, 1969, 1972, BELLSTEDT 1985, PROKIN et al. 2020). 
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Fig. 14: Agabus conspersus, habitus of specimen from Ömnögovi (site 19). 
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Figs. 15–16: Agabus conspersus, specimen from Ömnögovi (site 19): 15) Pronotal bead and left pro-
tarsus, 16) aedeagus in lateral view. 
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Dytiscus latro SHARP, 1882 
First record from Khovd. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai and 
Övörkhangai (SHAVERDO et al. 2008). 

Hydroglyphus geminus (FABRICIUS, 1792) 
First record from Govi-Altai. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai, Khovd, 
Ömnögovi, Övörkhangai, Selenge, Töv, Uvs, and Zavkhan (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1972, BELL-
STEDT 1985, ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020). 

Hydroporus geniculatus THOMSON, 1865 
First record from Khövsgöl. This species has been recorded previously from Arkhangai and 
Zavkhan (ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008). 

Oreodytes alpinus (PAYKULL, 1798) 
First record from Zavkhan and confirmed for Khövsgöl. This widespread species is known from 
Great Britain, Scandinavia, the northern and central parts of European Russia to the Russian Far 
East (NILSSON & HÁJEK 2025). 

Oreodytes alpinus was reported from Mongolia by ZAITZEV (1953) from Ulaanbaatar and by 
GUÉORGUIEV (1972) from Khövsgöl. However, SHAVERDO & FERY (2006) assessed the 
occurrence of O. alpinus in Mongolia as doubtful and assumed that all literature records might 
refer to O. mongolicus BRINCK, 1943. The latter was originally described as a subspecies of 
O. alpinus from “Kemtchik” and “Sistikem” (BRINCK 1943), probably referring to Khemchik 
and Systyg-Khem in the Republic of Tuva (Russia). Oreodytes a. mongolicus was elevated to 
species rank by GUÉORGUIEV (1965). 

Males of O. mongolicus possess a distinctly hooked apex (lateral view) of the median lobe 
(Fig. 19) and longer protarsal claws (Fig. 17), while in O. alpinus, the apex of the median lobe is 
only hardly noticeably hooked (Fig. 20), and the protarsal claws are distinctly shorter (Fig. 18); 
in the females of O. mongolicus, the widened elytral apices are weakly rounded posteriorly (Fig. 
21), while in O. alpinus they are concave instead (Fig. 22). 

The distinguishing characters of the median lobe and the female elytral apices were already 
described in the original description of O. mongolicus (BRINCK 1943: figs. 1–2), but, by mistake, 
the female characters have been mixed up with each other. The difference in the male protarsal 
claws was first noted by GUÉORGUIEV (1965). 

Both species can be easily distinguished from O. shorti SHAVERDO & FERY, 2006, described 
from Mongolia, by the posterior pronotal angles being not strongly produced, and by the 
completely different shape of the median lobe (see SHAVERDO & FERY 2006: figs. 1–2). 

Oreodytes mongolicus is definitely known from Arkhangai, Khövsgöl, Övörkhangai, Töv, and 
Zavkhan (SHAVERDO et al. 2008). Records from Bayankhongor, Bayan-Ölgii, Khentii, Khovd, 
Ulaanbaatar, and Uvs (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a–b, 1972, BELLSTEDT 1985, ENKHNASAN & 
BOLDGIV 2019b) need to be checked because they might be partly based on specimens of O. alp-
inus. For example, the line drawing of a median lobe (in lateral view) of a specimen identified as 
O. mongolicus by ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV (2019b: fig. 2c), who reported this species from 
Arkhangai, Bayan-Ölgii, Khövsgöl, Övörkhangai, Töv, Uvs, and Zavkhan, obviously shows an 
aedeagus of O. alpinus. 
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in the females of O. mongolicus, the widened elytral apices are weakly rounded posteriorly (Fig. 
21), while in O. alpinus they are concave instead (Fig. 22). 

The distinguishing characters of the median lobe and the female elytral apices were already 
described in the original description of O. mongolicus (BRINCK 1943: figs. 1–2), but, by mistake, 
the female characters have been mixed up with each other. The difference in the male protarsal 
claws was first noted by GUÉORGUIEV (1965). 

Both species can be easily distinguished from O. shorti SHAVERDO & FERY, 2006, described 
from Mongolia, by the posterior pronotal angles being not strongly produced, and by the 
completely different shape of the median lobe (see SHAVERDO & FERY 2006: figs. 1–2). 

Oreodytes mongolicus is definitely known from Arkhangai, Khövsgöl, Övörkhangai, Töv, and 
Zavkhan (SHAVERDO et al. 2008). Records from Bayankhongor, Bayan-Ölgii, Khentii, Khovd, 
Ulaanbaatar, and Uvs (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a–b, 1972, BELLSTEDT 1985, ENKHNASAN & 
BOLDGIV 2019b) need to be checked because they might be partly based on specimens of O. alp-
inus. For example, the line drawing of a median lobe (in lateral view) of a specimen identified as 
O. mongolicus by ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV (2019b: fig. 2c), who reported this species from 
Arkhangai, Bayan-Ölgii, Khövsgöl, Övörkhangai, Töv, Uvs, and Zavkhan, obviously shows an 
aedeagus of O. alpinus. 
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Figs. 17–20: Male habitus (17–18) and median lobe, in lateral view (19–20) of 17, 19) Oreodytes 
mongolicus and 18, 20) O. alpinus. 
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Figs. 21–22: Female habitus of 21) Oreodytes mongolicus and 22) O. alpinus. 

Hygrotus caspius (WEHNCKE, 1875) 
First records from Bayan-Ölgii and Govi-Altai. This species has been previously recorded from 
‘North Mongolia’ (ZAITZEV 1908), Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Bulgan, Dornod, Khentii, 
Ömnӧgоvi, Övörkhangai, Selenge, Töv, Ulaanbaatar/Baganuur district, and Uvs (GUÉORGUIEV 
1965, 1968a, 1972, ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008). 

Hygrotus flaviventris (MOTSCHULSKY, 1860) 
First records from Bayankhongor and Govi-Altai. This species has been previously recorded 
from Arkhangai, Bulgan, Dornod, Dornogovi, Dundgovi, Govisümber, Khentii, Khovd, Ömnö-
gоvi, Övörkhangai, Sükhbaatar, Ulaanbaatar/Baganuur district, and Uvs (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 
1968a–b, 1969, ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020, 2022). 
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Hygrotus marklini (GYLLENHAL, 1813) 
First record from Bayankhongor. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai, 
Bayan-Ölgii, Bulgan, Dornod, Dornogovi, Dundgovi, Govi-Altai, Govisümber, Khentii, Khövs-
göl, Ömnögоvi, Övörkhangai, Selenge, Sükhbaatar, Ulaanbaatar, Ulaanbaatar/Baganuur district, 
and Zavkhan (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a–b, 1969, 1972, BRANCUCCI 1982, BELLSTEDT 1985, 
ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020). 

Hygrotus nigrolineatus (STEVEN, 1808) 
First record from Bayankhongor. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai, 
Bulgan, Dornod, Khovd, Ömnögоvi, and Övörkhangai (ZAITZEV 1953, GUÉORGUIEV 1968b, 
SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020). 

Hygrotus parallellogrammus (AHRENS, 1812) 
Additional record from Bayankhongor. Previously, this species was recorded from the Bayan-
khongor Province only by FERY (2003). It is also known from Khövsgöl, Övörkhangai, Selenge, 
and Uvs (FERY 2003, PROKIN et al. 2020, 2022). 

Hygrotus unguicularis (CROTCH, 1834) 
Confirmed for Bayan-Ölgii. This species has been previously recorded from Arkhangai, Bulgan, 
Govi-Altai, Govisümber, Khovd, Khövsgöl, Övӧrkhangai, Ulaanbaatar, Ulaanbaatar/Baganuur 
district, Uvs, and Zavkhan (JAKOWLEW 1899, GUÉORGUIEV 1968a–b, 1969, 1972, BELLSTEDT 
1985, ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 2008, PROKIN et al. 2020). Records from Bayan-Ölgii 
were provided in a doctoral thesis by ENKHNASAN (2020). 

Hygrotus urgensis (JAKOWLEW, 1899) 
First record from Bulgan. This species was described from Changai (ca. 500 km W Ulaanbaatar) 
in north-western Mongolia (JAKOWLEW 1899, FERY 2003) and reported from the country by 
ZIMMERMANN (1930), FENG (1933), WU (1937), ZAITZEV (1953), GUIGNOT (1956), GUÉORGUIEV 
(1969, 1972 (as Coelambus chinensis)). It is definitely known from Arkhangai, Govi-Altai, 
Khentii, Sükhbaatar, Selenge, and Töv (GUÉORGUIEV 1965, 1968a (as Coelambus chinensis), 
FERY 1992, 2003, SHAVERDO et al. 2008). 

Laccophilus biguttatus KIRBY, 1837 
First records from Ömnögоvi and confirmed for Bayan-Ölgii. This species has been previously 
recorded from Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, Bulgan, Dornod, Govisümber, Khentii, Khövsgöl, 
Övörkhangai, Töv, Ulaanbaatar, Ulaanbaatar/Baganuur district, and Zavkhan (GUÉORGUIEV 
1965, 1968a, 1969, BRANCUCCI 1982, BELLSTEDT 1985, ENKHNASAN 2006, SHAVERDO et al. 
2008, PROKIN et al. 2020). Records from Bayan-Ölgii were provided in a doctoral thesis by 
ENKHNASAN (2020). 

Comments on the occurrence of Hygrotus chinensis (Sharp, 1882) in Mongolia 
The occurrence of this species in Mongolia is currently regarded as accepted (NILSSON & HÁJEK 
2025). However, it has repeatedly been reported from that country based on wrong records. 
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FALKENSTRÖM (1932) described Coelambus chinensis var.  opacus from “S. Mongoliet”. Study 
of a type specimen showed that it belongs in fact to Hygrotus impressopunctatus (SCHALLER, 
1783) (see FERY 1995). 

A few years later, WU (1937) recorded Coelambus chinensis from “…, S. Mongolia”. FERY 
(2003) argued that “S. Mongolia” might actually refer to the autonomous region of Nei Mongol 
(= Inner Mongolia, China); in our opinion, it is most likely that this record just refers to 
Falkenström’s record of Coelambus chinensis var.  opacus [= Hygrotus impressopunctatus] 
and therefore needs not to be considered. 

Finally, GUÉORGUIEV (1965, 1968a, 1969, 1972) published several misidentified Mongolian 
H. urgensis under the name Coelambus chinensis (see FERY 2003). 

According to D. Enkhnasan (pers. comm., 18.IX.2025), the Mongolian records of Hygrotus 
chinensis from three river basins by ENKHNASAN & BOLDGIV (2019a: 107) refer to GUÉORGUIEV 
(1965, 1968a, 1969, 1972), who erroneously confused H. urgensis with H. chinensis. Therefore, 
we exclude this species from the Mongolian fauna. 

Conclusions 
Although the diving beetle fauna of Mongolia was subject to a series of studies and expeditions, 
additional field trips are still necessary to improve the knowledge of the distribution of the 
dytiscids. This applies mainly to poorly explored provinces, e.g., in the southern and eastern 
parts of the country. 
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