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Ibizella asilahica nov.sp. (Astigmata, Canestriniidae) from 
Morocco with type species designation for the genus  

Ibizella HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ, 2018 

Rszard HAITLINGER & Miloje ŠUNDIĆ  

A b s t r a c t : Ibizella balearica HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ, 2016 is designated as type-
species for the genus Ibizella HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ, 2018. Ibizella asilahica nov.sp. 
from Morocco is described and illustrated, based on male and protonymph. Both 
specimens were collected on undetermined Tenebrionidae. It is third species of the 
genus Ibizella. 
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Introduction 

In Morocco were known only six species of canestriniid mites: Pseudoamansia 
chrysomelinus (C.L. KOCH, 1841), Percanestrinia maroccana COOREMAN, 1953, 
Canestrinia hispanica SAMŠIŇÁK, 1971, Mesophotia penicillata SAMŠIŇÁK, 1971, 
Camirohylla feziana HAITLINGER, 1991 and Lidiophela pauliana HAITLINGER, 1991 
(COOREMAN 1953, SAMŠIŇÁK 1971, HAITLINGER 1991). In his paper we describe new 
species Ibizella asilahica. To date, in the genus Ibizella HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ, 2016 
were known only two species: I. samsinaki (BERON, 1975) known from Bulgaria and 
Cyprus and I. balearica HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ, 2016 known from Balearic Islands 
(BERON 1975, HAITLINGER 1993, HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ 2016). All species are 
associated with Tenebrionidae. Our paper (HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ 2016) describing the 
"new" genus Ibizella was without type-species designation, therefore it is not complying 
with the conditions (Article 42.3) of the International code of zoological 
nomenclature (Anonymous 1999) and unavailable. According to Article 11.9.3.1 I. 
balearica is available. [explanation added by Aescht] Now we designate the type-species 
with the corrected date.  

Material and methods 

One male and one protonymph were collected in Asilah (31 km south of Tangier), 
Morocco from undetermined Tenebrionidae. The specimens were collected by R. 
Haitlinger and preserved in 70% ethanol. Mite specimens were cleared in Nesbitt’s 
solution and mounted in Berlese;s medium. All measurements are given in micrometers 
(μm) using microscope NIKON Eclipse 80i. Figures were drawn using Carl Zeiss Axio 
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Imager A2 with differential contrast and phase contrast. The terminology and 
abbreviations follow GRANDJEAN (1939), GRIFFITHS et al. (1990), NORTON (1998), 
TRACH & KHAUSTOV (2011) and HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ (2016). 

Results 

Family C a n e s t r i n i i d a e  BERLESE, 1884 

Genus Ibizella HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ, 2018 

T y p e - s p e c i e s :  Ibizella balearica HAITLINGER & ŠUNDIĆ 2016 

Ibizella asilahica nov. sp. 

M a t e r i a l  e x a m i n e d : 1♂, 1 protonymph. Locus typicus: Asilah, 9 September 1999, 
Morocco, from undetermined Tenebrionidae. Both specimens are deposited as holo- and paratype 
respectively [Aescht] at the Museum of Natural History, Wrocław University, Poland. 

D i a g n o s i s :  Propodosomal plate narrow and short, setae ve absent, sejugal suture 
absent, c2 < 70, tarsi I-IV (without pretarsi) > 30, SS 24, setae cG I-II and mG I-II very 
short < 30. 

D e s c r i p t i o n  (♂): Male (based on holotype) – Idiosoma without ornamentation 
with narrow propodosomal plate and setae vi. Propodosoma with very long setae se and 
short setae si and sl. Sejugal suture absent. Hysterosoma with 6 pairs of setae; setae c2, d2 
and e2 distinctly longer than setae c1, d1 and e1 (Fig. 1).. Ventral side of idiosoma with 
very long setae h1, h2, cp, distinctly shorter setae h, c3 and f2 and short setae 1a, 3a, 4a, 
4b, g, p1, p2 and p3. Bases of setae h1, h2 and h3 placed near posterior margin of idiosoma. 
Penis short. The adanal suckers well developed (Fig. 2). Gnathosoma not covered by 
idiosoma. Leg I-IV short. Setea cG and mG on Ge I and Ge II short, setae cG I and II 
only little longer than setae mG I and mG II (Figs 3-6). Measurements are given in Table 1. 

Females unknown. 

Protonymph: Dorsal side of idiosoma with long setae se and three pairs of short setae vi, 
sl and si on propodosoma. Propodosomal plate invisible. Sejugal suture absent. Idiosoma 
without ornamentation. Hysterosoma with 6 pairs of setae; setae c1, d1 are short, setae c2, 
d2, e1 and e2 are distinctly longer (Fig. 7). Ventral side of idiosoma with long setae cp, h1 
and h2, shorter setae f2and h3 and distinctly shorter setae 1a, 3a, 4a, g, p1, p2 and p3 (Fig. 
8).Tarsi I-IV and legs I-IV short (Figs 9-12). 

E t y m o l o g y :  The species is named after the type locality [Aescht]. 

R e m a r k s : Ibizella asilahica differs from I. balearica (males) in the shorter GL (49 
vs. 85), GW (33 vs. 48), c2 (57 vs. 76), si (17 vs. 42), c3 (29 vs. 55), Ge I cG (21 vs. 67), 
Ge I mG (16 vs. 39), Ge II cG (16 vs. 42), Ge II mG (13 vs. 35), SS (24 vs. 37), longer h1 
(259 vs. 201), h2 (209 vs. 174), h3 (102 vs. 60), Ta I (36 vs. 21), Ta II (36 vs. 20), Ta III 
(36 vs. 17), Ta IV (45 vs. 24) and Ge I σ (41 vs. 22); protonymphs – in the longer c2 (82 
vs. 47-49), d2 (92 vs. 35-38), e1 (56 vs. 32-34), e2 (69 vs. 25), h1 (222 vs. 143-146), h2 
(224 vs. 103-114), h3 (62 vs. 38-43), Ta I (28 vs. 17-18), Ta II (25 vs. 15), Ta III (30 vs. 
15-17), Ta IV (39 vs. 17-19), Ge I σ (33 vs. 18-19), shorter Ge I cG (24 vs. 39-48), Ge I 
mG (16 vs. 26-31), Ge II cG (15 vs. 38) and Ge II mG (17 vs. 25-31); from I. samsinaki 
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(males) in shorter PPW (20 vs. 75), c1 (17 vs. 72), c 2 (57 vs. 105), vi (36 vs. 85), SS (24 
vs. 55-63), SW (14 vs. 27-30), Ti I φ (72 vs. 103), Ti II φ (55 vs. 101), Ti III φ (49 vs. 
87), Ti IV φ (53 vs. 98), IL (292 vs. 412-504) and IW (202 vs. 340-365). 
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Figs 1-2. Ibizella asilahica nov.sp. (♂) (1) idiosoma, dorsal view; (2) idiosoma, ventral view. 
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Figs 3-6. Ibizella asilahica nov.sp. (♂) (3) leg I; (4) leg II; (5) leg III; (6). leg IV. 
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Figs 7-8. Ibizella asilahica nov.sp. protonymph (7) idiosoma, dorsal view; (8) idiosoma, ventral 
view. 
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Figs 9-12. Ibizella asilohica nov.sp. protonymph (9) leg I; (10) leg II; (11) leg III; (12) leg IV. 
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Table 1. Metric data for male and protonymph of Ibizella asilahica nov.sp. H – holotype, P –
protonymph. 

 

Character H P Character H P Character M P 

IL 292 279 Ta I ω3 37 23 Ti III φ 49 50 

IW 202 212 Ta I ε 5  Ge III nG 17 15 

GL 49 64 Ta I d 49 41 Tr III vTr  18 16 

GW 33 39 Ta I e 23 24 Ta IV d 47 66 

c1 17 20 Ta I p 6  Ta IV e 29 25 

c2 57 82 Ta I wa 20 15 Ta IV w 15 11 

d1 15 19 Ti I φ 72 76 Ti IV φ 53 38 

d2 65 92 Ge I σ 41 33 Tr IV vTr 17 15 

e1 50 56 Ge I mG 16 16 PPL 7  

e2 23 69 Ge I cG 21 24 PPW 20  

Vi 36 36 Fe I vF 25 15 SW 14  

Si 17 37 Tr I vTr 19  SS 24  

se 157 176 Ta II ω 25 24 PL 29  

cp 132 121 Ta II d 56 45 ANL 34  

h1 259 222 Ta II e 20 21 Ta I  36 28 

h2 209 224 Ta II la  7 Ta II 36 25 

h3 102 62 Ta II wa 26 18 Ta III 36 30 

c3 29 43 Ti II φ 55 59 Ta IV 45 39 

ff2 17 28 Ge II σ 24 19 Leg I 102 85 

1a 24 19 Ge II mG 13 17 Leg II 93 94 

3a 26 17 Ge II cG 16 15 Leg III 105 98 

4a 28 18 Fe II vF 24 24 Leg IV 102 97 

p1 20 26 Tr II vTr 15 15 c1-c1 103 112 

p2 21 31 Ta III d 58 72 d1-d1 72 69 

p3 13 25 Ta III e 24 32 e1-e1 52 91 

Ta I ω1 19 19 Ta III w 17 15    
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