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On the taxonomy of Ischnoglossa KRAATZ, 1856: two new
synonymies and a new combination
(Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, Aleocharinae, Oxypodini)

Volker ASSING}

A bstract:Twosynonymies and a new generic assignment are proposed: Xenodota
PACE, 1982 (subgenus of Ischnoglossa KRAATZ, 1856) = Philoleptusa PACE, 1983,
nov.syn.; Ischnoglossa minor (AUBE, 1863) = Leptusa syriaca EPPELSHEIM, 1889,
nov.syn. (type species of Philoleptusa); Ischnoglossa picipennis (SOLSKY, 1874),
nov.comb. (ex Philoleptusa). Additional records of Ischnoglossa minor are reported,
among them the first record from continental Spain.
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Introduction

According to the latest edition of the Palaearctic catalogue (SCHULKE & SMETANA 2015),
the genus Ischnoglossa KRAATZ, 1856 is represented in the Palaearctic region by seven
species in two subgenera: the nominal subgenus with six species (three West Palaearctic,
one trans-Palaearctic, and two East Palaearctic) and Xenodota PACE, 1982 with one
species, Ischnoglossa minor (AUBE, 1863), distributed in the Mediterranean region and the
Canary Islands.

Originally described in the genus Homalota MANNERHEIM, 1839, Ischnoglossa minor was
subsequently attributed to the subgenus Microdota MULSANT & REY, 1873 (BRUNDIN
1948). In an article dealing with Northwest African and Iberian Microdota species, PACE
(1982) discovered that I. minor in fact belonged to Ischnoglossa of the Oxypodini, figured
the mouthparts, habitus, other external characters, and the primary sexual characters,
including the highly distinctive spermatheca, and assigned the species to the newly
described monotypical subgenus Xenodota. According to the description and the key
provided by PACE (1982), Xenodota is distinguished from the nominal subgenus by smaller
size, a shorter antennomere III, a stout and rather short maxillary palpomere III, the
absence of an anterior impression on the abdominal tergite VI, impunctate anterior
impressions on tergites III-V, and a spermatheca with less numerous coils.

In the following year, in a revision of material of Leptusa KRAATZ, 1856 in the Scheerpeltz
collection, PACE (1983) discovered that Leptusa syriaca EPPELSHEIM, 1889, a species
described from Syria, did not belong to Lepfusa and assigned it to the newly described
monotypical genus Philoleptusa, stating that it was closely allied to Ischnoglossa.
Strangely, however, Philoleptusa is erroneously listed in the tribe Homalotini in the
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Palaearctic Catalogue (SCHULKE & SMETANA 2015). In his comprehensive revision of
Leptusa, PACE (1989) subsequently moved Leptusa picipennis SOLSKY, 1874 from
Uzbekistan to Philoleptusa, without stating his reasons and without illustrating characters.

Some years ago, the late Marc Tronquet (Molitg-les-Bains) sent me photos of a female
specimen from France that he had identified as Philoleptusa syriaca based on the
illustrations provided by PACE (1983). The shape of the spermatheca eventually aroused
the suspicion that P. syriaca was in fact identical to Ischnoglossa minor.

Material and methods

The material reported in this study is deposited in the following collections:

CASS.coveieeinne author’s private collection

CcTro. e private collection Marc Tronquet (Molitg-les-Bains)
cVOog. oo private collection Jiirgen Vogel, Gorlitz
cWun................ private collection Paul Wunderle

Results

A study of the descriptions and illustrations provided by PACE (1982, 1983) leave no doubt
that Ischnoglossa minor (type species of the subgenus Xenodota) and Philoleptusa syriaca
(type species of Philoleptusa) are in fact conspecific. The drawings of the median lobe of
the aedeagus (PACE 1982: figures 30-32; PACE 1983: figures 5-6) differ somewhat
regarding the shape of the ventral process, but these differences are most likely a result of
artefacts resulting from the dissection and preparation of the genitalia. The highly
distinctive spermatheca of Philoleptusa syriaca (PACE 1983: figure 4) is clearly that of
Ischnoglossa minor. These findings result in the following new synonymies and new
combination.

Subenus Xenodota PACE, 1982

Xenodota PACE, 1982: 81 ff. (type species: Homalota minor AUBE, 1863).
Philoleptusa PACE, 1983: 57 f. (type species: Leptusa syriaca EPPELSHEIM, 1889); nov.syn.

Ischnoglossa (Xenodota) minor (AUBE, 1863)

Homalota minor AUBE, 1863: 380.

Ocyusa postica MULSANT & REY, 1875: 434.
Leptusa syriaca EPPELSHEIM, 1889: 161; nov.syn.
Ischnoglossa pulchella ISRAELSON, 1969: 151.

Material examined: CANARY ISLANDS: Tenerife: 1d, Teide National Park,
El Portillo, 2050 m, pine forest, litter sifted, 11.IV.1992, leg. Assing (cAss); 2 exs. [identified by J.
Vogel], Aguamansa, under pine bark, 12.V1.2011, leg. Peschel (cVog).La Palma:13,49%,
5 exs., NW Roque de los Muchachos, 1700 m, pine forest, under pine bark, 3.IV.1999, leg. Assing
& Wunderle (cAss,cWun).E1 Hierro :233,499, 1 ex., El Pinar, leg. Franz (cAss, cWun).
SPAIN: 2 exs. [identified by J. Vogel], Alicante, Sierra de Aitana, Castell de Guadelest, 25.111.1971
(cVog). FRANCE: 19 [identified based photos], Var, Collobriéres env., 11.11.1952, leg. Joffre
(cTro); 13 [identified based a photo], Bouche-du-Rhone, Col de Sormiou, decomposing dry trunk
with mold, 8.11.2010, leg. Gompel (cTro). GREECE: Pelopdnnisos: 19, Olympia,
under bark of pine, 1.IV.1986, leg Assing (cAss); 17, Ahaia, Kalogria, 24-25.1V.1999, leg. Angelini
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(cAss); 19, Ahaia, E Kato Klitoria, Agios Nikolaos, 25.1V.1999, leg. Brachat (cAss); 19 [identified
by P. Wunderle], Erimanthos, 500 m, 24.111.1992, leg. Frisch (¢Wun). C o r fu : 19, [identified
by P. Wunderle], Kerkyra, old castle, 13.X.1987 (cWun); 2 exs. [identified by J. Vogel], Moraitika,
V.2010, leg. Sieber (cVog). Sam o s : 19, N Psili Amos, 37°43'N, 26°59'E, 90 m, under bark
near stream, 19.1V.2003, leg. Brachat & Meybohm (cAss).
Comment: Ischnoglossa minor is found under bark and rather widespread in the
Mediterranean region and in the Canary Islands. In the Mediterranean it is a rare species
and has been recorded from Northwest Africa (Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco), Spain, France,
Greece, Cyprus, and Syria (material examined; SCHULKE & SMETANA 2015). The above
specimens include the first records from mainland Spain and from Greece. In the Canary
Islands, 1. minor appears to be less rare (see material examined).

Ischnoglossa (Xenodota) picipennis (SOLSKY, 1874), nov.comb.

Leptusa picipennis SOLSKY, 1874: 159.

Philoleptusa picipennis (SOLSKY, 1874): PACE (1989).

The identity of this species, which has been recorded only from Uzbekistan, is currently
unclear. The proposed combination results from the synonymy of Philoleptusa with
Xenodota, but requires confirmation based on a revision of type material.
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Zusammenfassung

Zwei Namen werden synonymisiert: Xenodota PACE, 1982 (Subgenus von Ischnoglossa KRAATZ,
1856) = Philoleptusa PACE, 1983, nov.syn.; Ischnoglossa minor (AUBE, 1863) = Leptusa syriaca
EPPELSHEIM, 1889, nov.syn. (Typusart von Philoleptusa). Aus ersterer Synonymie ergibt sich das
Binomen Ischnoglossa picipennis (SOLSKY, 1874), nov.comb. (ex Philoleptusa). Ischnoglossa minor
wird erstmals vom spanischen Festland und aus Griechenland nachgewiesen.

References

AUBE C. (1863): [new taxa]. — In: GRENIER A., Catalgue des coléoptéres de France, par M. le
Dr. A. Grenier, et matériaux pour servir a la faune des coléoptéres frangais. — A. Grenier,
Paris: 3-79, 1-135.

BRUNDIN L. (1948): Microdota-Studien. — Entomologisk Tidskrift 69: 8-66.

EPPELSHEIM E. (1889): Neue Staphylinen Europa’s und der angrenzenden Lénder. — Deutsche
Entomologische Zeitschrift 33: 161-183.

ISRAELSON G. (1969): Some additions to the coleopterous fauna of the Canary Islands. — Eos,
Revista Espafiola de Entomologia 44 [1968]: 149-157.

MULSANT E. & C. REY (1875): Pp. 163-365. — In: Histoire naturelle des coléopteres de France.
Brévipennes. Aléochariens (Suite). Aléocharaires. — Deyrolle, Paris: 565 pp.



402

PACE R. (1982): Studio su alcune specie iberiche e magrebine di Atheta del sottogenere
Microdota MULS. & REY (Coleoptera Staphylinidae). — Giornale Italiano di Entomologia,
Cremona 1: 73-83.

PACER. (1983): Risultati dello studio delle specie del genere Leptusa KRAATZ della collezione
Scheerpeltz al Naturhistorisches Museum di Vienna (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae). —
Annalen des naturhistorischen Museum in Wien (B) 85: 53-102.

PACE R. (1989): Monografia del genere Leptusa KRAATZ (Coleoptera Staphylinidae). —
Memorie del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona (II° Serie), Sezione Scienze della
Vita (A: Biologica) 8: 1-307.

SCHULKE M. & A. SMETANA (2015): Staphylinidae, pp. 304-1134. — In: LOBL I. & D. LOBL
(eds), Catalogue of Palacarctic Coleoptera. Volume 2. Hydrophiloidea — Staphylinoidea.
Revised and updated edition. Leiden: Brill: xxvi + 1702 pp.

SoLsky S.M. (1874): Zhestkokrylye (Coleoptera), Tetrad 1 — In: FEDSCHENKO A.P. (ed.),
Puteshestvie v Turkestan. Tom III, Zoogeograficheskiya izsledovaniya, Chast V, Otdel
Shestoy. — Imperatorskoe obshschestvo lyubiteley estestvoznaniya, antropologii i
etnografii, St. Petersburg and Moskva: iv + 222 pp. —

Previous address of the author: Dr. Volker ASSINGT
Gabelsbergerstr. 2
D-30163 Hannover, Germany
E-mail: vassing.hann@t-online.de



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at

Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database
Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Linzer biologische Beitrédge

Jahr/Year: 2023

Band/Volume: 0054 2

Autor(en)/Author(s): Assing Volker

Artikel/Article: On the taxonomy of Ischnoglossa KRAATZ, 1856: two new synonymies
and a new combination (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, Aleocharinae, Oxypodini) 399-402


https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=2
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=71135
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=520234

