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Hi everyone!  This newsletter is co-edited by 
Caleb Califre Martins and Agostino Letardi.
The next symposium will be held for the first time
in China in 2025 and for any news, look forward 
to what our current IAN president, Xingyue Liu, 
will let us know.
All we have to do is therefore wish you a good 
read and always invite you to contribute your 
contributions to enrich our half-yearly newsletter.
Please send all communications concerning 
Lacewing News to agostino.letardi@enea.it or to
calebcalifre@gmail.com. Questions about the 
International Association of Neuropterology may 
be addressed to our current president, Xingyue 
Liu (xingyue_liu@yahoo.com).
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Dear neuropterologists,

We are very pleased to announce that The XV 
International Symposium of Neuropterology 
(ISN) will be held from July 2nd to 8th, 2025 in 
Beijing, China. Since the first ISN held in 1980, 
the symposium has become the most important 
platform for academic communications among 
the neuropterologists all over the world. The ISN
will be held for the first time in China as well in 
Asia, and it will be the first face-to-face 
symposium after the COVID19 pandemics. As 
the Chinese organizing committee of the 
symposium, we are glad to invite colleagues and
friends worldwide come to Beijing. We call for 
fruitful presentations, discussions and 
encourage new research ideas. 
The relevant matters are hereby notified as 
follows:
-Date: July 2 (Wed)-8 (Tue), 2025.
          (July 1: Arriving and Registration; July 2-6:

Symposium; July 7-8: Field training)
-Venue: College of Plant Protection, China 

Agricultural University (No. 2, 
Yuanmingyuan West Road, Haidian 
District, Beijing, China)

         College of Plant Protection, Agricultural 
University of Hebei (No. 2596, Lekai South
Road, Lianchi District, Baoding, Hebei 
Province, China)

-Scale: 100 people
-Participants: Researchers on Neuropterology 

around the world
-Registration:
Please send the registration form to the official 
contacts of Local organizing committee (email: 
isn_office2025@126.com). The participant who 
will give an oral presentation or poster need to 
submit the abstract. All abstracts will be 
evaluated by our scientific committee for general
acceptance, and all accepted abstracts, oral and
poster, will be published in an abstract book 
after the symposium. We have a limited number 
of oral presentations in our schedule, so in case 
we receive more subscriptions than our limit, the
scientific committee will select those ones will be
presented. Those not selected for oral 
presentation will be directed to poster 
presentations.

Opening and Deadline for Regular registration:
January 1, 2025 (Sat) to April 30, 2025 (Wed) 

Registration Fee: Not determined yet.

We hope to meet you in XV ISN 2025, in Beijing!

If you have any questions, please contact us via 
email: isn_office2025@126.com

Xingyue Liu
Chair of the Local organizing committee

President of the International Association of
Neuropterology

Registration form:

Notes:
1. Those who attend the field trips, please submit the 
form before April 30, 2025. Others should also submit
it before May 30, 2025.
2. The participant who will give an oral presentation 
or poster need to submit the abstract with the 
completed registration form together.
3. Please send the form to the conference team 
email 123456789@isn.com.

social meetings

From Ulrike Aspöck and Horst Aspöck
Again a pleasant visit from China!

Hongyu Li (right) with Susanne Randolf, Curator of Neuropterida,
Orthopteroidea, … (middle), and Ulrike Aspöck (left) in her room in
the Natural History Museum Vienna, 25 July 2024. 

After an extensive and exciting correspondence
preceding this visit finally Hongyu Li appeared in
the Vienna Natural History Museum early in the
morning  –  smiling  –  making  Ulrike  smiling.
Hongyu  Li,  PhD student  of  Prof.  Xingyue  Liu,
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China  Agricultural  University,  Beijing,  currently
staying in Berlin as a guest student of Prof. Dr.
Michael Ohl, Museum für Naturkunde – Leibniz
Institute for Evolution and Biodiversity Science,
Berlin,  visited  Vienna  and  the  Neuropterida
collection of the Natural History Museum Vienna
and the Horst and Ulrike Aspöck collection from
24-31 July. His studies in Vienna were devoted
to  the  taxonomy  and  systematics  of
Mantispoidea,  particularly  Mantispidae  besides
Rhachiberothidae  and  Berothidae  –  all  in  the
context  and  with  the  background  of  the  big
visionary project of the evolution of the raptorial
forelegs in this megadiverse group.

Hongyu Li  and Ulrike Aspöck on the roof  of  the Natural  History
Museum Vienna, 25 July 2024.

We had discussions and plans on this topic in
general and on further joint publications. In this
context  Hongyu  Li  borrowed material  from the
Vienna  institutions  for  morphological  and
molecular studies to be performed in Berlin and
in  Beijing,  in  the  department  of  Prof.  Xingyue
Liu.

Hongyu  Li  and  Ulrike  Aspöck  in  the  KI  (“Kornhäusel-Institut”  =
private institute of H. & U. Aspöck), Vienna, 28 July 2024.

We proudly guided Hongyu through the museum
and – obligatorily – went with him on top of the
roof, with a splendid view over and around the
city of Vienna. In-between times we had a lot of
fun and tremendous amounts of ice-cream with
delicious taste and colors in the KI (“Kornhäusel-
Institut”, our private institute).

Hongyu Li  and Horst Aspöck working in the KI,  Vienna,  28 July
2024.

Once  again  we  want  to  emphasize  that  the
working  group  around  Xingyue  Liu  meanwhile
has become a symbol of an “evolutionary center”
with  young  ambassadors  sent  around  the
scientific world.

Hongyu  Li  and  Ulrike  Aspöck  studying  Berothidae  in  the  KI,
Vienna, 28 July 2024.

From: John D. Oswald
Lacewing Digital Library Update

Hi  everyone.  I  haven’t  sent  anything  in  to  the
newsletter  for  awhile  now,  so  I  thought  that  I
send an update on some new things that we are
working  on  for  the  Lacewing  Digital  Library
(LDL).  The  next  new  releases  of  the
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Bibliography  of  the  Neuroptera  (BotN;  Version
13.0) and the Neuropterida Species of the World
(NSW;  Version  9.0)  will  contain  (literally)
hundreds of smaller (often invisible) updates and
a  few  more  obvious  improvements.  Over  the
past several months I have been working with a
new  undergraduate  web  developer  –  Bryce
Gredig  –  who  has  been  making  wonderful
progress bringing the entire LDL site up to date
with more modern web technologies. The entire
site  has  been  rewritten  in  React.js  (front  end)
and  Node.js  (back  end)  (google  the  names  if
you’re curious about these technologies). While
these technology switches don’t change the look
of  the  site,  they  are  much  more  modern
platforms for web development and will  put the
LDL  site  in  a  much  better  position  for  future
upgrades and updates.

We have also been hard at work on a number of
functionality improvements and extensions. Just
as a teaser, I’ll mention a few new items that will
be available  in  the next  version releases.  The
style of the Bibliography has been upgraded to
more  closely  match  that  of  the  NSW,  which
creates a better feel when moving back and forth
among  these  two  most-accessed  LDL
publications.  The  organization  of  many  LDL
pages  has  been  reworked  so  that  they  scale
better  on  computer  screens  of  different  sizes.
This  means  that  although  the  LDL  is  still
designed  primarily  as  a  desktop  application,
many of its pages will  now render much better
on the small screens of smartphones – so you
should  be  better  able  to  carry  the  LDL’s
publications out into the field with you on your
smartphone. We have also upgraded the LDL’s
login  functionality  to  a  more  standard  and
intuitive  system,  and  one  that  we  can  better
integrate with different kinds and levels of project
access. 

Other  general  functionality  improvements  that
we’ve  been working  on include  improved,  and
more  conveniently  accessible,  facilities  for
printing pages, printing pages to PDF, emailing
comments  and  corrections  to  publication
authors,  down-loading  data  from  LDL  table
displays,  and  more.  The  next  version  of  the
NSW  will  also  include  its  first  foray  into
incorporating  digital  images  onto  NSW pages.
We plan to start slow with the introduction of a
new  “feature  image”  slot  on  the  Monograph

Record  page,  before  expanding  into  a  more
diverse suite of digital image displays. The next
NSW  release  will  contain  about  a  half  dozen
Monograph Record pages with  feature images
(think  of  it  as  a  treasure  hunt… can  you  find
them?),  and  thousands  of  pages  displaying  a
lonely  default  “No image available”  icon.  So, if
you’d  like  to  help  the  LDL  become  a  more
‘visual’  site,  and  particularly  if  you  have  nice
images of  your  favourite  neuropterids that  you
would like to see exhibited as feature images on
the  NSW’s  Monograph  Record  pages,  that
opportunity will be coming soon. 

Also in the NSW, the next version will augment
its  long-established  Simple  and  Advanced
Search pages with  a new suite of  “Browse by
Xxxx” pages. These pages will  provide several
new alternative methods for sorting Neuropterida
taxa  into  functional  groups  and  using  those
groups  to  access  selected  NSW  Monograph
Record pages.  The initial  suite  of  “Browse by”
browsers will include Browse by Family, Browse
by  Genus,  Browse  by  [Geological]  Age,  and
Browse by [Geological] Horizon. If the “Browse
by”  functionality  proves  useful,  other  browsers
based on different criteria are possible.

The  next  release  will  also  feature  a  more
prominent ‘main menu bar’ position for the LDL’s
File Viewer module. This module has been part
of the LDL for quite a while now, but access to it
has  been  limited  to  links  provided  on  various
pages. However,  recent updates to the Viewer
module  now  give  it  the  potential  to  display  a
larger cross-section of the LDL PDF set, so we
are making it easier to access. With the Viewer,
you can enter a BotN ref# and pull  up a PDF
within  an integrated PDF browser.  The Viewer
also has the ability to support custom indices for
specific  publications,  with  each  index  allowing
users to jump into a PDF at the page level  to
locate specific publication data – e.g., new taxa,
specific illustrations, or keys. If you have never
used the LDL File Viewer, take a look when the
next NSW version is released.
If you have any other ideas about features that
you would like to see in any of the existing (or
new) LDL publications, please let me know. The
neuropterology community has been surprisingly
silent  in  sending  me  feedback  on  what  new
features it might find desirable or useful. Where
would you like to see the LDL project go? If we
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don’t know what you’re thinking, we can’t work
toward building it. So, if you have ideas, please
do get in touch (j-oswald@tamu.edu).

Finally, this September I began a 2-3 year plan
to wind down my formal  academic  career  and
move  toward  retirement.  I  intend  to  continue
work  on  a  variety  of  neuropterid  projects  in
retirement,  including  the LDL,  but  we  need  to
start thinking more seriously about how the LDL
will be managed and maintained in the future – if
the  neuropterology  community  wishes  to
maintain the project. With this in mind, the next
LDL publication versions will  also implement a
new LDL “Contributors Program”, which is aimed
at trying to better develop a sense of community
around LDL’s  resources,  and  hopefully  start  a
discussion  about  how  to  ensure  that  these
resources remain available into the future, if our
community wishes them to survive my desire or
ability to maintain them.

From: Suryanarayanan
Field researches

The Endless Search! Suryanarayanan during a
field survey in the forest of Kerala.

From: Dušan Devetak

The  first  neuropterological  liqueur:  the
“Myrmeleon” greengage liqueur

In  the  suburban  garden  in  Maribor  (Slovenia),
fruit trees were planted some time ago, including
a greengage tree, apricots and a persimmon. 

The greengage tree fruited well this year. Larval
antlion communities thrive in close proximity to
trees.  Among  the  antlions,  there  are  mainly
Euroleon  nostras larvae,  less  of  them  are
Myrmeleon formicarius larvae. 

This  fall,  greengage liqueur  was  made for  the
first time. The liqueur was bottled in 0.2 l and 0.5
l bottles. It was not for sale. The stock went out
soon. It was largely shared by fellow zoologists.
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Recent Literature on the Neuropterida (2024)
Organized by Agostino Letardi and Caleb Califre Martins

[r#XXXXX = reference numbers in Oswald’s BotN]

Ábrahám, L. 2024. A new Glyptobasis MacLachlan, 1873 from India (Neuroptera: Ascalaphidae). Annals 
of the Upper Silesian Museum in Bytom, Entomology 33: 1–7. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10964823

Ardila-Camacho, A.; Machado, R.J.P.; Ohl, M.; Contreras-Ramos, A. 2024. A camouflaged diversity: 
taxonomic revision of the thorny lacewing subfamily Symphrasinae (Neuroptera, 
Rhachiberothidae). ZooKeys 1199: 1-409. https://doi.org/10.3897/zookeys.1199.115442

Badano, D.; Funari, R.; Di Giovanni, F. 2024. First record of the antlion Solter liber Navás, 1912 in Italy 
(Neuroptera, Myrmeleontidae). Biodiversity Data Journal 12: e132510. 
https://doi.org/10.3897/BDJ.12.e132510

Braghini, A; Lima, V. O.; Dami, B. G. et al. 2024. Testing the Effects of Prey Type on the Life History and 
Population-Level Parameters of Chrysoperla externa (Neuroptera: Chrysopidae). Insects 15: 330.
https://doi.org/10.3390/insects15050330

Chen, Y.; Jarzembowski, E. A.; Chen, L.; Luo, C. 2024. Laiyangoraphidia delicata gen. et sp. nov., a new
snakefly (Insecta: Raphidioptera: Mesoraphidiidae) from the Lower Cretaceous Laiyang 
Formation of China. Historical Biology: 1–6. https://doi.org/10.1080/08912963.2024.2384588

Dimitrov, R.; Gouliamova, D.; Guéorguiev, B.; Smith, M.; Groenewald, M.; Boekhout, T. 2024. First DNA 
Barcoding Survey in Bulgaria Unveiled Huge Diversity of Yeasts in Insects. Insects 15: 566. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/insects15080566

Dvořák, L.; Dvořákova, K.; Hejkal, J. 2024. New records of some insects from the Strandzha Mts and 
adjacent Black Sea coast. ZooNotes, Supplement 16: 1-20.

Felix, P.; Calor, A.; Martins, C, C. 2024. Tracking the history of Corydalus peruvianus Davis, 1903 
(Megaloptera: Corydalidae) in Brazil. Zootaxa 5463(2): 298-300.

Ferreira, E. D. F.; Jacques, G .C.; de Souza, M. M. Possível uso de ninho de Mischocyttarus 
ypiranguensis Fonseca, 1926 (Hymenoptera: Vespidae) para camuflagem de mãe-da-lua 
Ameropterus sp. (Neuroptera: Ascalaphinae: Ululodini). Entomology Beginners 5: e075 
https://doi.org/10.12741/2675-9276.v5.e075

Gruppe, A.; Grimm, H.; Duelli, P. 2024. Erstnachweis der Florfliege Chrysoperla renoni (Lacroix, 1933) in
Deutschland (Neuroptera: Chrysopidae). Entomologische Zeitschrift 134(2):67-70. 

Hiermann, U.; Duelli, P.; Gruppe, A. 2024. Faunistische Erstnachweise von Florfliegen (Neuroptera: 
Chrysopidae) für Vorarlberg (Austria occ.) und das Fürstentum Liechtenstein. inatura – 
Forschung online 124:1-5. www.inatura.at/forschung-online/ForschOn_2024_124_0001-0005.pdf

Insom, E.; Terzani, F. 2024. Some Neuroptera of the Horn of Africa from the Museum of Zoology of the 
University of Rome “La Sapienza” (Neuroptera: Chrysopidae, Mantispidae, Ascalaphidae, 
Myrmeleontidae). Fragmenta entomologica 56 (1): 39–52. https://doi.org/10.13133/2284-
4880/1591
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Kiesmüller, C.; Haug, G. T.; Jaug, C.; Müller, P.; Hörnig, M. K.;  Haug, J. T. 2024. New indications for the
life habits of long-legged aphidlion-like larvae in about 100-million-year-old amber. 
Paläontologische Zeischrift 98: 429–441. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12542-024-00693-x

Kostin, I. N. 2024. First record of the spongilla fly Sisyra terminalis Curtis, 1854 (Neuroptera, Sisyridae) 
on the Khoper river in Voronezhskaya Oblast of Russia. EUROASIAN ENTOMOLOGICAl 
JOURNAL 23(1): 22-23. doi 10.15298/euroasentj.23.01.03

Jones, J.R.; Johnson, S.; Jensen, J. B. 2024. A new species of Ululodes Owlfly  
(Ascalaphidae:Ululodinae) from Cave Creek Canyon in the Chiricahua Mountains of Arizona. 
American Museum Novitates 4010: 1-32.

Letardi A., Besana L., Forbicioni L. 2024. Nuovi dati sui coniotterigidi dell’arcipelago Toscano 
(Neuroptera Coniopterygidae). Onychium 17(1): 63-68.

Li, Z-c.; Zhuo, D.; Gao, Y.; Xu, C-p.; Zhang, W-w.; Wang, Y-j.; Liu, X-y. 2024. A review of the lance 
lacewings (Neuroptera: Osmylidae) from the mid-Cretaceous amber of Myanmar. Cretaceous 
Research 160: 105895. 

Liu, X.-y.; Tu, Y.-z.; Hayashi, F. 2024. New species and new synonyms of the dobsonfly genus 
Protohermes van der Weele, 1907 (Megaloptera: Corydalidae), with an updated classification. 
Zoological Research: Diversity and Conservation 1(X):1-21. https://doi.org/10.24272/j.issn.2097-
3772.2024.015

Makarkin, V. N. 2024. First brown lacewings (Neuroptera: Hemerobiidae) from the early Eocene Green 
River Formation. Zootaxa 5501(1):160-170. https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5501.1.7

Makarkin, V. N.; Ruchin, A. B. 2024. First faunistic data on Neuroptera and Raphidioptera from the 
Lipetsk Province. Eversmannia 77:59-60.

Mao, H.; Liu, Z.; Wu, S.-a.; Xu, H. 2024. Re-description of 1 instar larva of Osmylus fulvicephalus 
(Scopoli, 1763) (Neuroptera, Osmylidae) based on naming system of sclerites. Biodiversity Data 
Journal 12: e129392. https://doi.org/10.3897/BDJ.12.e129392

Martínez Fernández, A.; Novegil Rodríguez, A.; Fernández Alonso, I.; Prieto Piloña F. 2024. Primera cita
de Bubopsis agrionoides (Rambur, 1838) (Neuroptera, Ascalaphidae) para Galicia (NO de 
España) y otros registros ibéricos interesantes. Arquivos Entomolóxicos 28: 297-302.

Martins, C. C.;  Machado, R. J. P.; Ardila-Camacho, A. 2024. An unexpected new species of 
Isostenosmylus Krüger, 1913 (Neuroptera: Osmylidae), from the Brazilian Northeast. Revista 
Brasileira de Entomologia 68(1):1-7 [e20230098].

Monserrat, V.J. 2024. Patrones en la distribución biogeográfica de los neuroptéridos de la península 
Ibérica (Insecta, Neuropterida: Megaloptera, Neuroptera, Raphidioptera), su diversidad, origen y 
causas. Boletín de la Sociedad Entomológica Aragonesa 74: 15-36.

Monserrat, V. J.; Gavira, Ó.; Acevedo Ramos, F: 2024. Fenología y voltinismo de los neuroptéridos en la
península Ibérica (Neuropterida: Megaloptera, Neuroptera, Raphidioptera). Boletín de la Socieda 
d Entomológica Aragonesa 74: 123-142.

Monserrat, V.J. & Nazari, V., 2024. Insects in Mythology and Religion: 97 – 120. In: A Cultural History of 
insects in the Medieval Age. Vol. 2, Chapter five. Edited by Gene Kritsky, Bloomsbury Publishing,
London.
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Monserrat, V.J. & Nazari, V., 2024. Insects as Symbols: 121- 145. In: A Cultural History of insects in the 
Medieval Age. Vol. 2, Chapter six. Edited by Gene Kritsky, Bloomsbury Publishing, London.

Montagna, M.; Magoga, G.; Magnani, F. 2024. The Middle Triassic palaeontomofauna of Monte San 
Giorgio with the description of Merithone laetitiae (†Permithonidae) gen. et sp. nov. Swiss 
Journal of Palaeontology 143:17, 10pp. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13358-024-00317-6

Nakamine, H.; Yamamoto, S. 2024. Taxonomic Notes on the Mantispidae (Insecta: Neuroptera) from 
Japan. Species Diversity 29: 209-234. DOI: 10.12782/specdiv.29.209

Ruchin, A.; Makarkin, V.; Esin, M.; Egorov, L.; Artaev, O.; Lobachev, E,.; Lukiyanov, S.; Anikin, V.; 
Khapugin, A.; Semishin, G .2024. Occurrences of Neuroptera and Raphidioptera in some regions 
in European Russia. Biodiversity Data Journal 12: e135019. 
https://doi.org/10.3897/BDJ.12.e135019

Soares, N.S.; Martins, C.C.; Reigada, C.; Hickmann, F.; Neto, S.S.; Zucchi, R.A.; Savaris, M. 2024. 
Influence of Height on the Abundance and Richness of Green Lacewings (Neuroptera: 
Chrysopidae) in an Anthropically Modified Habitat. Neotropical Entomology XY :1-10. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13744-024-01198-7

Suryanarayanan, T.B.; Ábrahám, L.; Bijoy, C. 2024. Revision of the species of Creoleon Tillyard, 1918 
(Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae) known from India. Oriental Insects XX: 1-29. [r#31904] 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00305316.2024.2355248

Suryanarayanan, T.B.; Ábrahám, L.; Bijoy, C. 2024. Contribution to the knowledge of the genus 
Pseudoformicaleo van der Weele, 1909 (Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae) and new records from 
India and Thailand. Journal of Insect Biodiversity 50(1): 001-013. 
https://doi.org/10.12976/jib/2024.50.1.1

Suryanarayanan, T.B.; Bijoy, C. 2025. Review on Antlions (Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae) of India. In: 
Hajam, Y. A.; Parey, S. H.; Bhat, R. A. (Eds). Insect Diversity and Ecosystem Services, Volume 
1: Importance, Threats, Conservation and Economic Perspectives. Apple Academic Press: 201-
215.

Wang, X.; Ma, H.; Zhao, Y.; Gao, Y.; Wu, K. 2024. Abundance and Seasonal Migration Patterns of 
Green Lacewings (Neuroptera: Chrysopidae) across the Bohai Strait in Eastern Asia. Insects 
15(321):1-17. https://doi.org/10.3390/insects15050321

Yang, Y.; Zheng, Y.; Liu, X.-y. 2024. New species of spongillafly genus Sisyra Burmeister, 1839 
(Neuroptera: Sisyridae) from China and Laos. Zoological Systematics 49(2):129-142. DOI: 
10.11865/zs.2024211.

Zhan, Q.; Gai, Z.; Zhao, Y. 2024. Characterization of the complete mitochondrial genome of the 
Libelloides sibiricus (Neuroptera, Ascalaphidae). Mitochondrial DNA Part B 9(4): 493-499. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23802359.2024.2339486

Zhao, C.-j.; Huang, M.-t.; Yang, D.; Liu, X.-y. 2024. Comparative morphology of the wing base structure 
illuminates higher-level phylogeny of Holometabola. Insects 15(199): 23pp. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/insects15030199.

Zheng, Y.; Li, X.-k.; Yao, G.; Liu, X.-y. 2024. Myrmeleon shalulianus sp. nov. (Neuroptera: 
Myrmeleontidae), and the first record of Taiwanon bee fly (Diptera: Bombyliidae) on Myrmeleon 
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trigonois in China. Acta Entomologica Musei Nationalis Pragae 64(1):47-88. doi: 
10.37520/aemnp.2024.005

Zheng, Y.-c-;  Tu, Y.-z.; Mai, Z.-q.; Badano, D.; Liu, X.-y. 2024. The Asian rock-dwelling antlions Gatzara 
Navás, 1915 and Nepsalus Navás, 1914 (Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae): new advancements in 
systematics, biogeography and life history. Invertebrate Systematics 38: 34pp. 
doi:10.1071/IS24010

Zou, M.-m.; Lin, A.; Wang, Y.-y.; Yang, D.; Liu, X.-y. 2024. The chromosome-level genome assembly of 
the giant dobsonfly Acanthacorydalis orientalis (McLachlan, 1899). Scientific data 11:351 9pp. 
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-024-03194-3.

Photo of the semester

Mantispilla transversa Stitz,
1913 (OMNH-N000009473, photograph © Rikio Matsumoto). Scale bars: 5.0 mm.

From Nakamine & Yamamoto, 2024
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