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Within a survey on the trophic state of the rivulet Wern, a tributary of the river 
Main north of Würzburg, a specimen of the fish-leech Italobdella ciosi B i e l e c k i  
1993 was found on 23 April 2001 at the outskirts of Schweinfurt.

The leech striked by its compact form and slow locomotion, whereby it dis
tinguished from the more lively species of the frequent genus Piscicola. As the 
leech could not be specified, it was transfered to Mr. A. Bielecki who identified 
it as Italobdella ciosi.

Another fish-leech unknown to the researcher was found at the monitoring 
site of the river Zusam near Donauwörth on 4 October 2001; this river is a 
southern tributary of the Danube in the west of Bavaria. The identification of 
the specimen by C. Grosser showed Italobdella ciosi, too.

The first find of this species for Bavaria was done by Steffen Potel in the Da
nube near Geisling in 1998, confirmed by Hasko Nesemann ( P o t e l  pers. 
comm.). N e u b e r t  & N e s e m a n n  (1999: 92) figure a specimen from the Danube 
near Straubing. Italobdella ciosi is presumed to be widespread in the whole Da
nube basin ( G r o s s e r ,  pers. comm.).

The first description of Italobdella ciosi was established for specimens from 
the river Adda in Northern Italy ( B i e l e c k i  1993, B i e l e c k i  & Cios 1997).
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