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Abstract

On 24 June 2023 females of the biting midge Forcipomyia paludis were photographed sit-
ting on the wings of a male Cordulia aenea at the lake Bastemose, Bornholm, Denmark. 
A brief overview of island records in the Baltic Sea and other European islands is given.

Sammenfatning

Første fund af mitten Forcipomyia paludis (Diptera: Ceratopogonidae) på Bornholm, 
Danmark med en oversigt over fund på europæiske øer – Forcipomyia paludis er for før-
ste gang fundet på Bornholm. Mindst ni F. paludis blev fotograferet på vingerne af en han 
af Cordulia aenea ved Bastemose i Almindingen den 24 juni 2023. Der gives en oversigt 
over fund af F. paludis på øer i Østersøen samt generelt på europæiske øer.

Zusammenfassung

Erster Fund von Forcipomyia paludis (Diptera: Ceratopogonidae) an Libellenflügeln auf 
der Insel Bornholm, Dänemark, mit einem Überblick der Funde auf europäischen Inseln 
– Am 24. Juni 2023 wurde am See Bastemose, Bornholm, die Libellengnitze Forcipomyia 
paludis auf den Flügeln eines Männchens von Cordulia aenea fotografisch dokumentiert. 
Eine kurze Übersicht der Funde von F. paludis in der Ostsee sowie aller europäischen Inseln 
wird gegeben.

Introduction

Forcipomyia paludis is a biting midge parasitizing odonates in the western Pa-
laearctic  (Martens et al. 2008; Boudot et al. 2019). Females of this small midge 
attach to the wings of odonates and suck haemolymph from the veins, acting as 
true parasites (Wildermuth & Martens 2007).
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Observation

On 24 June 2023, JFR photographed a male Cordulia aenea at Lake Bastemose in 
the centre of the Danish island of Bornholm, bearing nine midges on its left wings 
(Fig. 1).  There were no previous records of F. paludis on odonates in Bornholm, 
so far.

Discussion

Forcipomyia paludis was recorded in Denmark for the first time in 2017 from the 
island of Sjæland (Wasscher et al. 2021). The record reported here is the first one 
for the Danish island of Bornholm.

The recent Bornholm record offers a good opportunity for an overview of the 
known presence of the species on islands of the Baltic Sea as well as European 
islands in general (Table 1).

The species is widespread in Europe. The knowledge of its distribution is main-
ly based on records within the last 25 years (c.f. Martens et al. 2008; Vinko et al. 
2017; Cordero et al. 2019; Wasscher et al. 2021b), and only very recently also 
from North Africa (Boudot et al. 2019). We draw special attention to the fact that 
there are no records from Corsica, Sicily and from the Greek islands.

Figure 1. Left wing bases of a male Cordulia aenea with nine biting midges of Forcipomyia 
palludis photographed on 24-v-2023 at the Lake Bastemose, Bornholm, Denmark. – Abbil-
dung 1: Männchen von C. aenea mit neun Individuen von F. paludis auf den linken Flügeln, 
fotografiert am 24.05.2023 am See Bastemose, Bornholm, Dänemark. Photo JFR
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