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On the genus Sheitanok Schiitt & Sesen, 1991 (Mollusca,
Prosobranchia: Hydrobioidea)
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Abstract. Description of additional populations of the genus Sheitanok, Schiitt & Sesen, 1991,
comparison of their shells, anatomy, ecology and distribution.

Kurzfassung. Uber die Gattung Sheitanok Schiitt & Sesen, 1991 (Mollusca, Prosobranchia:
Hydrobioidea). — Informationen zur Variabilitit, Anatomie, Okologie und Verbreitung der
tiirkischen Gattung Sheitanok Schiitt & Sesen, 1991.

Ozet: Sheitanok Schiitt & Sesen, 1991, cinsinin diger populasyonlari ile kavki ve anatomilerinin
karsilagtiriimasi.
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Introduction

Some years ago we createded the new monotypic genus of freshwater prosobranch snails
Sheitanok from the Turkish province of Diyarbakir with the species amidicus (SCHUTT & SESEN
1991: 175-178). Meanwhile we located more material in different springs of neighbouring
sites in the provinces of Adiyaman, Diyarbakir, Batman, Mardin and Siirt. Now a more
detailed pictoral description of the anatomy can be given, especially the genitals of females.
In this paper we give photos of shells from different locations, demonstrating the variability of
the typical species, without discussing their systematical status. And we give better drawings
of the females and their genitals from the type locality: a spring near the village Tiilliik,
30 km north of Diyarbakir, directly at the road to Ergani, which we owe Dr. Marco Bodon,
Siena. Based on this knowledge we discuss the ecology of the genus Sheitanok.

Distribution and habitat

As shown in plate 1 we know six new localities with springs inhabited by Sheitanok. They lie
in the provinces of Adiyaman, Diyarbakir, Mardin, Siirt and Cizre, and we expect more sites
in SE-Anatolia. All these locations are cold stenothermic springs which are also inhabited by
Theodoxus (Neritaea) anatolicus (Récluz, 1841) as written in ScHUTT & SESEN 1989: 39-47.
It is worth mentioning that these springs are not inhabited by any Pseudamnicola species, e.
g. by Pseudamnicola bilgini Schiitt & Sesen, 1993 or any other basommatophoran pulmonate
snail, although these live in the lower course of these brooks. The cold stenothermic headwaters
of the same brooks have nearly no vegetation or visible algae.

Description of the shells

Shells very small, globular, solid, yellowish brown, translucent, broadly umbilicated,
umbilicus at the last whorl broadened, occasionally somewhat elliptically broadened; 3% well
convex whorls with deep sutures, embryonal whorls coarse, teleoconch whorls with more or
less close and coarse striation-like flat ribbing, the last whorl preponderant; aperture roundish
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Plate 1. Sheitanok amidicus Schiitt & Sesen, 1991: 1. Diyarbakir Province, spring at Tiilliik koyi
(38°03°N 40°0 » locus typicus; 2. Siirt Province, spring at the road to Sirnak, behind a restaurant
8 km after Cizre (37°21'N 42°10°E); 3. Siirt Province, spring at a bridge over the river Kizilsu Cay
on the way to Sirnak, 10 km from Cizre (37°22°N 42°10’E); 4. Adl)dman Province, Sambat 5
kaynagy in §ambal at the road Adiyaman to Golbasi, 9 km W Adiyaman (37°41°N 38°02
Mardin Province, Suruc suyu Gribye koyii kaynagi (37"()6 N 41°33’E); 6. Mardin Province, ¢
Amrud near Kiziltepe = Besdegirmen Kaynagy (37°12’N 40°33°E); 7. Mardin Province: Sullanl\O),
Yaylakoy = Schiheyla, 15 km N Mardin (37°26’N 40°39’E); (all figures x 50, scale bar 1 mm).
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Fig. 1. Map of the Turkish provinces Adiyaman, Diyarbakir, Mardin and Siirt. The numbers are
corresponding with the numbers of the localities in plate 1.
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Plate 2. All figures of shells and anatomy x 50; paratypes from Tiillik koyii; 1. shell; 2. male
genitals of two different animals; 3. female genitals of two different animals; 4. operculum of
a female. Acronyms: agd = accessory gland of vas deferens; ago = accessory gland of oviduct;
bc = bursa copulatrix; in = intestine; op = operculum; os = osphradium; ov = ovarium; rs1 and rs2
= receptacula seminis; st = stomach; t = testis; vd = vas deferens. Scale bar = 1 mm.
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oval, descending and inclined against the axis; peristome sharp, excurvate, thickened at the
columellar lip, inflected below. Operculum oval, pointed above, 2% whorls, reddish brown,
slightly vaulted. Dimensions on an average of all populations: D =0,9-1,3; H = 0,6-1,0 mm.
Similar globose and above all so small Prosobranch snails are unknown, not only in Turkey.
This is 2 monotypic genus.
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