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Abstract: A list of nine Paussinae species collected in Israel and Subsa-
harian Africa is presented. They are kept in the entomological collection,
Natural History Museum, Department of Zoology, Tel Aviv University,
Israel. Till now, only three species of Paussinae beetles were recorded
from Israel.

Introduction

Myrmecophilous (rarely termitophilous) Paussinae, represent a pan-
tropic-subcosmopolitan group (NAGEL 1997). Adult beetles possess fully
developed wings which allow them to colonize ant (or termite rarely) host
nests. In spite of expected ancient affinity between Paussinae and ants
(represented by presumable myrmecophilous species in the Baltic Amber
of the lowest Oligocene deposits, WASMANN 1929) their distribution
might be related to the specific vegetation formations and not primarily
associated with the distribution of particular ant species (NAGEL 1997).

The collection of Paussinae beetles in the Natural History Museum,
Department of Zoology, Tel Aviv University, Israel (MNHI) is small but
contains some interesting species, and new data about their distribution,
especially in Israel.
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Table 1
1. Cochliopaussus turcicus (variation of height), la. profile of head;
2. Katapaussus thomsoni, 2a. profile of head; 3. Katapaussus armatus,
3a. profile of head; 4. Edaphopaussus laevifions, 4a. profile of head.

Material and methods

Taxonomic terminology presented here is the same as used by LUNA
DE CARVALHO (1987). Geographic coordinates of localities are given in
the Greenwich geographic system. General distribution is added for spe-
cies recorded from Israel.
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List of species

1. Cerapterus (Euthysoma) denoiti denoiti (Wasmann)

Description: Cerapterus denoiti Wasmann 1899, Not. Leyd. Mus. 21:36.
Holotype: Uganda (Museum Paris).

Examined material: 1. Kenya, Tseikuru, 1.1957 (A. FREIDBERG coll.).

2. Apopaussus ghanensis (Luna de Carvalho)

Description: Paussus ghanensis Luna de Carvalho 1973, Ann. Hist. Nat.
Mus. nat. Hung. 65:174-174, Figs. 5-9.

Holotype: Banda-Nkwanta (Museum Budapest).

Examined material: 1 paratype: Banda-Nkwanta (8.21N, 2.08W), LUNA
DE CARVALHO leg.

3. Cochliopaussus (Cochliopaussus) turcicus (Frivaldszky), Figs. 1-1a.
Description: Pausssus turcicus Frivaldszky, 1835. A Magiar Tudos Tarra-
sag Exkonyvei 2:263-264, pl. 5, Fig. 5.

Holotype: Sliven (Turkey, now in Bulgaria), Museum Budapest.
Examined material: 5 ex., Palestine (now Israel): Jerusalem, Hulda
(31.50N, 34.53E), 7.11.1940 and 10.I11.1947 (BYTINSKI-SALZ coll.); Is-
rael: Tel Aviv (32.05N, 34.46E), 1.X.1990 (A. BEN coll.), Sasa (33.02N,
25.33E), J. KUGLER leg.

Comments: Two specimens from Sasa and Tel Aviv (Fig. 1, right) are
longer (5 mm) than the others (4 mm, Fig. 1. left). The usual length of this
species is 5-6 mm, but the observed nanism probably does not have any
taxonomical value.

General Distribution: Bulgaria, Macedonia, Georgia, Southern Caucasus,
Turkey, Turkestan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Israel (NAGEL 1987; LUNA DE
CARVALHO 1987).

4. Spinicoxipaussus (Spinicoxipaussus) spinicoxis (Westwood)
Description: Pausssus spinicoxis Westwood 1850, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond.
2:59.

Holotype: Port Natal (British Museum of Natural History, London).
Examined material: 1 ex., Kenya, Nairobi (01.17S, 36.50E), A. FREID-
BERG coll.
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5. Spinicoxipaussus (Spinicoxipaussus) cridae (Gestro)

Description: Paussus cridae Gestro 1915, Ann. Mus. Civ. St. Nat. Ge-
nova 46:355-357.

Holotype: Kassai: (Mus. Civ. Genova).

Examined material: 1 ex. Angola, Dundo (7.22S, 20.50E), 14.111.1954
(LUNA DE CARVALHO leg.).

6. Flagellopaussus favieri (Fairmaire)

Description: Paussus favieri Fairmaire 1851, Rev. Mag. Zool., p. 521.
Holotype: "Environs de Tanger" (coll. FAVIER, Museum Paris).

Examined material: 3 ex. Moroccan: Oran (35.45N, 0.38E), Spain: An-
dalusia, Algeciras (36.08N, 5.27W), W. LIEBMANN coll.

Comments: The genus Flagellopaussus represents three species, the
European and North african species, F. favieri (Fairmaire), F. biflagella-
tus Luna de Carvalho, 1973 recorded from Ghana and recently described,
F. krelli (Kaupp et Rodel 1997) from Ghana and Ivory Coast.

7. Katapaussus (Katapaussus) thomsoni (Reiche), Figs. 2, 2a.
Description: Paussus thomsoni (Reiche 1860), Thoms. Mus. Scient. 2:73,
pl. 9, Fig. 1.

Holotype: Soudan (Humboldt-Museum, Berlin).

Examined material: 1 ex., Israel: Shirta, 29.VI. 1976, M. KAPLAN coll.

Comments: K. thomsoni has been sometimes confused with K. arabi-
cus Raffray, 1885 (see LUNA DE CARVALHO 1967; NAGEL 1977).
General Distribution: Ethiopia, Kenya, Northern Africa (Moroccan, Alge-
ria, Sudan), Arabia (Yemen) (LUNA DE CARVALHO 1987), Israel.

8. Katapaussus (Katapaussus) armatus (Westwood), Figs. 3, 3a.
Description: Paussus armatus Westwood 1833, Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond.
16:645-646., Figs. 62-64.

Holotype: Senegal (Museum Zoology, Humboldt-University, Berlin)
Examined material: 1 ex.: Nigeria: Jos, Kaduva, 500-1000 m., 10.XII.
1987, R.T.A.-236 (KAPLAN coll.).
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9. Edaphopaussus (Edaphopaussus) laevifrons (Westwood), Figs. 4, 4a.
Description: Paussus laevifrons Westwood 1833, Trans. Linn. Soc.
Lond., pp. 661-662, P1. 23, Figs. 65-67.

Holotype: Senegal.

Examined material: 1 ex. Kenya: Tseikuru, XI1.1957.

Paussinae fauna of Israel

Israel’s Paussinae fauna is represented by three species only, but the
reasons for such low species richness are not very clear. The species rich-
ness probably will not dramatically increase in the future, because sur-
rounding regions (the Sinai, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon) do not have richer
Paussinae fauna, at least as recently known.

The third species, not presented in the entomological collection of
MNHI, Crenatopaussus piochardi (Saulcy, 1874) was described from
Jericho (Israel) and lately also recorded from Egypt (ALFIERI 1976, LUNA
DE CARVALHO 1987). Two species, C. turcicus and C. piochardi, were
mentioned from Palestine (now Israel) by BODENHEIMER (1937) also.
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