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"Bolton's Catalogue of Ants of the World: 1758-2005" re-
presents another milestone in ant systematics. Not only is it 
a 10-year update of BOLTON's (1995) "A New General Cat-
alogue of the Ants of the World", but it also incorporates 
WARD & al.'s (1996) "A Bibliography of Ant Systematics" 
and moves from a paper-based paradigm to an electronic 
one. It adds 1,800 new ant names and 1,500 new references, 
bringing the totals to 21,109 names and 9,708 references, 
and provides 70,996 links between these names and re-
ferences. The included information is of the highest quali-
ty and includes numerous additions and corrections to the 
original catalogue and bibliography. It's a most welcome 
and valuable resource. 

The Catalogue comes on a CD complete with all data 
and an access program. Installation couldn't be easier al-
though a fairly modern computer system is needed (Win-
dows 2000 or XP, Mac OS X 10.3.9 or better). It can even 
be run directly from the CD without installing anything on 
the local computer, although performance does suffer slight-
ly. 

The Catalogue is centred around valid names, avail-
able names and selected unavailable names (mainly those 
proposed as infrasubspecific) for the entire family Formi-
cidae. It provides an essentially complete taxonomic his-
tory of every name ever proposed, both extant and fossil. 
Type locality and selected distribution information is in-
cluded for each species, as well as type species for each 
genus-group name and type genus for family-group names. 
The status of names (valid, invalid and unavailable) is col-
our coded in lists of names and shown as text on detail 
screens. 

Searching for information is deceptively easy given the 
richness of the options provided. Both taxa and references 
are available through alphabetic lists, with options to sort 
these by species name or genus + species (for taxa) and by 
author or year of publication (for references). Lists of ge-
nus-group names can include genera, subgenera or both, 
and family-group name lists can include subfamilies, tribes 
or both. There is also the option to build queries for taxa us-
ing a combination of taxon name, author, year of descrip-
tion, type locality and other selected details and for refer-
ences using author, year, title words and journal. When 
working with species lists there is an option to restrict the 
list to the species belonging to the currently selected ge-
nus. Searching is straight forward, flexible, easy and con-
venient. 

Screens are simple while presenting a wealth of in-
formation. For example, each genus page contains infor-
mation on the type species, references, synonyms of the 
genus, species currently placed in the genus as well as 
species formerly placed in the genus but no longer be-
longing to it. Extensive use of hyperlinks gives the feel of 
a rich web site and navigation is very intuitive (but there 
is no "back" button, so it can sometimes be tricky to get 
back to recently visited pages). The system "feels" very nat-
ural and was clearly designed by someone who uses it in 
their daily work. 

While the Catalogue is easy to use, the interface is not 
particularly flexible. For example, it is not possible to hide 
information that isn't needed or to resize panels. There is 
also no tree view of the classification, resulting in navi-
gation of the hierarchy being through linked lists. While 
this is small point, tree views are a natural (and common) 
way to view taxonomic classifications. 

A more serious limitation is the lack of printing and ex-
porting facilities. The only way to transfer information out 
of the Catalogue is through Cut-and-Paste of individual 
data items, a tedious process at best. There is also no ob-
vious way to get at the underlying raw data and no way to 
add local data (for example additional references). 

Overall data quality is high and very few errors where 
detected. There is the odd incorrect page number and some 
of the reference notes contain meaningless information such 
as "See NONTAX". There are also some cases where com-
ments attached to a reference are a little confusing. For ex-
ample, under Temnothorax andrei there is a reference to 
a Bolton publication with the comment "Combination in 
Temnothorax", followed by a reference to a Ward publi-
cation with the comment "Junior synonym of andrei; first 
combination in Temnothorax." At first glance this would 
suggest that Ward is treating T. andrei as a junior syno-
nym of itself, and that he was the first to propose the com-
bination T. andrei. In fact the Ward reference comment 
refers to T. ocellatus, a junior synonym of T. andrei. 
Thus while the reference belongs here (as it relates to a 
junior synonym of T. andrei) the comment is inappropri-
ate in this context. 

To sum up, this new "Catalogue" contains an absolute 
wealth of high quality information presented using a sim-
ple, assessable system that stays out of the way and lets 
you get to the information you're after. If you work with 
ant names, you need this CD. 
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