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Abstract: Dirphia nicolasi sp.  n. from Uruguay, Tacua
rem bó Department, is described as new. It is compared to 
its near est relative, Dirphia moderata Bouvier, 1929, which 
dif fers by its wing shape and the male genitalia and ori gi
nates from a different faunal region. The male holotype is 
de po sited in Collection Padre Jesus Santiago Moure at Uni
ver sidade Federal do Paraná, Curitiba, Brazil. The lectotype 
de sig nation for Dirphia glauca Mabilde, 1896 by Lemaire 
(2002) is found to be invalid, and the therein cited lecto type 
depository is erroneous. The correct depository is Fun dação 
Zoobotânica do Estado do Rio Grande do Sul, Por to Alegre, 
Brazil.

Key words: Morphology, neotropical, taxonomy, Dirphia, 
new species, incorrect lectotype designation.

Eine neue Art der Gattung Dirphia Hübner, 1819 
[„1816“] aus Uruguay sowie eine Anmerkung zu 
dem Lectotypus von Dirphia glauca Mabilde, 1896 
(Lepidoptera, Saturniidae, Hemileucinae)

Zusammenfassung: Dirphia nicolasi sp.  n. aus Uruguay, 
De partement Tacuarembó, wird als neu beschrieben. Sie 
wird mit der nächstverwandten Art, Dirphia moderata Bou
vier, 1929, verglichen, die sich durch die Flügelform und die 
männlichen Genitalstrukturen deutlich unterscheidet und 
ein Vertreter einer anderen Faunenregion ist. Der männ
liche Holotypus wird in der Sammlung Padre Jesus San tiago 
Moure an der Universidade Federal do Paraná, Cu ri ti ba, 
Brasilien, deponiert. Die von Lemaire (2002) vor ge nom
mene Lectotypusdesignation für Dirphia glauca Ma bil de, 
1896 wird als invalide erklärt, und die bei Lemaire an ge ge
bene Sammlung, in der sich der Lectotypus befinden soll, 
ist falsch. Er befindet sich vielmehr in der Fundação Zoo
botânica do Estado do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Bra
silien.

Una nueva especie del género Dirphia Hübner, 1819 
[„1816“] proveniente de Uruguay, así como una ano
ta ción respecto al lectotipo de Dirphia glauca Mabilde, 
1896 (Lepidoptera, Saturniidae, Hemileucinae)

Resumen: Dirphia nicolasi sp. n. de Uruguay, Depar ta men to 
Tacuarembó, se describe como nueva especie. Se com para 
con la pariente más cercana, Dirphia moderata Bou vier, 
1929, que se distingue claramente, tanto por su for ma 
del ala como por sus estructuras genitales, y que es una 
representante de otra región faunística. El holotipo ma cho 
se deposita en la collección Padre Jesus Santiago Moure 
de la Universidade Federal do Paraná, Curitiba, Brasil. La 
de signación del lectotipo de Dirphia glauca Ma bil de, 1896, 
lle va da a cabo por Lemaire (2002), se declara inválida. El 
pa ra dero del lectotipo que indica Lemaire es incorrecto ya 
que dicho lectotipo se halla en la Fundação Zoobotânica do 
Estado do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Brasil.

Introduction

The senior author received a nice series of specimens 
of Dirphia Hübner, 1819 (“1816”) via Esteban Abadie 
from Uruguay, Tacuarembó Department, which at first 
impression were identified as D. moderata Bouvier, 1929. 
This taxon is known to be widespread in northern and 
western Brazil down to Paraguay and northern Ar gen
tina (Lemaire 2002: 827) and thereby is a typical re pre
sentative of the Chaco, Cerrado and Agreste forests, all 
semiarid or arid forest types (Hueck & Seibert 1972). 
The so far established absence of records of this genus 
in Uruguay (Lemaire 2002, Bentancur Viglione 2011, 
Mattoni & Penco 2012) and the slightly different 
phenotype of the series led us to a detailed examination 
of its external morphology and male genitalia structures 
which revealed so huge and stabile differences that we 
intend to describe this population as a new species. It is a 
faunal element of the Pampas Savannah.

During studies on the genus Dirphia we found some 
er rors in the lectotype designation of D. glauca Mabilde, 
1896, a senior synonym of D. baroma (Schaus, 1906), in 
the Hemileucinae revision of Lemaire (2002) which we 
like to correct here, in addition to the description of the 
new taxon.

Abbreviations

CGCM Collection Carlos G. C. Mielke, Curitiba, Paraná, Brazil.
CEA Collection Esteban Abadie, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
CSNB Collection Stefan Naumann, Berlin, Germany; now part 

of the Rainer Seegers Foundation, to be incorporated in 
ZMHU.

DZUP Collection Padre Jesus S. Moure, Departamento de Zoo
lo gia, Universidade Federal do Paraná, Curitiba, Paraná, 
Bra zil.

FW forewing.
HT holotype.
HW hindwing.
PT paratype.
SMFL Naturmuseum Senckenberg, Lepidoptera collection, 

Frank furt am Main, Germany.
ZMHU Museum für Naturkunde, Berlin (formerly Zoologisches 

Mu seum der HumboldtUniversität), Germany.

Description of the new Dirphia species

Dirphia nicolasi sp. n.
Holotype ♂ (Figs. 1a, 1b): Uruguay, Tacuarembó, 5 km W 
Valle Edén, xi. 2012, E. Abadie & Prada leg.; DZ 15.538; 
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Figs. 1–3: Dirphia nicolasi sp. n. Fig. 1a: HT ♂, dorsal view; Fig. 1b: HT ♂, ventral view. Fig. 2: PT ♂, CGCM, dorsal view. Fig. 3a: PT ♀, CGCM, dorsal 
view; Fig. 3b: PT ♀, ventral view. — Fig. 4: D. moderata ♂, Paraguay, Caazapa, Tavai, 26. ix.–5. x. 2008, leg. U. Drechsel, CSNB, dorsal view. — Scale 
bars = 1 cm (i.e., approximately natural size). — Figs. 7–8: Overview of the type locality (Uruguay, Tacuarembó Department) of D. nicolasi sp. n. — 
Biotope photos: Pablo Wagner. 
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25.658 Col. C. Mielke; Holotypus, Dirphia nicolasi C. Miel ke 
& S. Naumann des. 2014. — The specimen is donated to and 
deposited in DZUP by C.G.C.M.
Paratypes (Fig. 2 ♂, Figs. 3a, 3b ♀, in total 9 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀): 9 ♂♂, 
2 ♀♀ with the same data as HT, with following de po si tions: 
2 ♂♂, 1 ♀, nos. CGCM 25.690, 25.692, 27.408, CGCM; 1 ♂, 
no. CGCM 27.291, SMFL; 1 ♂, no. CGCM 27.432, CSNB; 5 
♂♂, 1 ♀♀, CEA.
Etymology. The new species is named after Nicolas Wag ner, 
son of Pablo Wagner (Buenos Aires, Argentina), who is a 
friend of the authors.

♂ (Figs. 1a, 1b, 2). FW length: 40–48 mm; wingspan: 
78–90 mm.

Antenna (ca. 38 segments) straw coloured; frons and 
la bial palpus dark brown. Thorax dorsally dark brown 
in ter spersed with pinkish scales. Legs dark brown, as well 

scarce ly interspersed by pinkish scales. FW elongated 
to mo derately elongated, compared to more elongate 
wings of D. moderata; ground colour dull blackish brown. 
Antemedian area lighter, at its base concolorous with 
thorax; median area darker, homogenous with cen tral 
stigma and bordered by an anterior and a posterior light 
marking, always separated from the ante and post medial 
areas by lines; stigma compound by an anterior and a 
posterior markings, linked or not, the former variable, 
light gray or light brown, the second semicircular, dark 
brown. Antemedial and postmedial lines dark brown, 
bordered by a gray line, anteriorly and pos te riorly, 
respectively; antemedial line oblique up to M, then 
slightly sinuate up to inner margin, always parallel to 
the postmedial line. Postmedial line slightly sinuous. 
Pre marginal area wavy, slightly lighter coloured than 

Figs. 5, 6: ♂ genitalia of Dirphia. — Fig. 5: D. nicolasi sp. n., HT; 5a: GP CGCM, ventral view; 5b: lateral view; 5c: phallus lateral view. — Fig. 6: D. 
moderata; 6a: GP CGCM 23758, phallus lateral view; 6b: GP CGCM 23137, phallus lateral view.
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me dian area; marginal area coloured as the antemedian 
area. HW dark brown, becoming slight ly lighter on the 
ba sal area; postmedian area faint, dis cal spot darker, 
some pinkish interspersed scales at the base. Ventrally, 
both wings faintly marked, except the dar ker stigma in 
each wing. Abdomen coloured as the tho rax, each seg
ment ringed posteriorly with pin k ish sca les, anal tuft 
with these scales more concentrated.

♂ genitalia (Figs. 5a, b, c). Generally same structure as 
in D. moderata (see Lemaire 2002: 1069), but with con
sis tent differences. Vesica bilobed, with an anterior or 
ba sal lobe, covered by spiculae, and a posterior one, 
faint ly developed, without spiculae; apical cornutus pre
sent (Fig. 5c). The main difference to D. moderata is the 
missing fingerlike, strongly sclerotized process of the 
vesica (Figs. 6a, b: 2 phalli of D. moderata) which is never 
found in D. nicolasi sp. n.

♀ (Figs. 3a, 3b). FW length: 50 mm; wingspan: 95 mm. 
Sexual dimorphism not very well developed, except the 
shortly bidentate antennae and the bigger and rounder 
appearance.

Ethology and geographical distribution

All specimens of D. nicolasi sp. n. are known from the 
type locality. All specimens were collected at night 
with UV lights. As mentioned above, the type lo ca li ty is 
located within the Pampas Savannah biome (Figs. 7, 8) in 
Uruguay, Dep. Tacuarembó.

Diagnosis

D. nicolasi sp. n., in spite of its general si mi la rity to D. 
mo derata, can easily be distinguished by the un de ve lop ed 
and uncovered posterior lobe on the vesica. In the lat
ter, this lobe is fingerlike, longer than the cornutus and 
densely covered by spiculae. The FW of D. nicolasi sp. n. 
is less elongated, giving a more square ap pear ance, and 
the constant pattern of the ground colour also en hances 
the determination. D. nicolasi sp. n. is, as far as known, 
endemic to Uruguay.

Notes on Dirphia baroma (Schaus, 1906)

Dirphia glauca Mabilde, 1896 is handled as senior syn
onym of D. baroma in literature but was overlooked com
pletely for very long time. Caused by this igno rance, the 
taxon was handled as a Nomen oblitum (Le maire 2002: 
819) in accordance with the regulations of the ICZN 

(1999). O. Mielke & Casagrande (1999: 228), when 
dealing with holotypes deposited in Brazil, al rea dy 
designated and figured (in colour) a ♂ as the lecto type of 
Dir phia glauca Mabilde, 1896. So the secondary lectotype 
designation by Lemaire (2002: 819) is invalid according 
to the regulations of ICZN (1999: article 74.1.1.)

In addition to this, O. Mielke & Casagrande (1999) 
mentioned the depository of the lectotype of D. glauca 
as Fundação Zoobotânica do Estado do Rio Grande do 
Sul, Porto Alegre, Brazil, where the entire Mabilde col
lec tion is located. The given deposition of Lemaire (2002: 
819) as “UFPC” [= DZUP] thereby is also er ro ne ous and 
should be corrected.
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