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Abstract: The entomological literature contains numerous
inconsistent spellings of the syntomine Amata kuhlweinii
(LeriBVRE, 1832). Literature studies show that the correct
spelling should read as previously cited in the headline. The
date of publication should be quoted correctly as 1832.

Anmerkungen zur Nomenklatur von Amata kuhlweinii
(LEFEBVRE, 1832) (Lepidoptera: Erebidae, Arctiinae,
Syntomini)

Zusammenfassung: In der Literatur finden sich zahlreiche
unterschiedliche Schreibweisen der Syntomine Amata kuhl-
weinii (LEFEBVRE, 1832). Literaturrecherchen ergeben, dafl
die richtige Schreibeweise die in der Uberschrift zitierte
sein muf. Das korrekte Veroffentlichungsdatum ist mit 1832
anzugeben.

Introduction

The entomological literature, mainly of the 19th cen-
tury, contains a jumble of scientific names which are
correct or incorrect original or subsequent spellings, jus-
tified or unjustified emendations and which are either
available or unavailable. The International Code of Zoo-
logical Nomenclature (ICZN 1999) tries to regulate this
inconsistent mass of names but occasionally one encoun-
ters still a lack of precision in the application of the rules
and recommendations. In such cases, the problem arises
for the first and subsequent revisors, to seek clarifica-
tion in the chronology and orthography of the use of the
same name, thus establishing emendations and correct
or incorrect original and subsequent spellings of species-
group names and names of higher taxa. As part of a pub-
lication about the biology of Amata kuhlweinii (LEFEBVRE,
1832) (pE FREINA & SCHELLHORN, in prep.) a multiple use
of different spellings of the name for this species came
to the attention of the authors. Multiple spellings of the
species-group name significantly hinder taxonomic and
faunistic studies.

Results

The cross-reference of the relevant literature revealed
the following facts, listed chronologically:

Overview of the used spellings
$,S[yntomis] Khulweinii“ LEFtBvRE, 1832. — GuErIN (1832:
[1]). — An incorrect original spelling.
F,Syntomis Khulweinii, LEFEBVRE, 1831“. — WaLKER (1854:
122). — An incorrect subsequent spelling.

F,S[yntomis| Kuhlweinii (LEFEBV.)“. — WALLENGREN (1865:
12). — An incorrect subsequent spelling, because the change
is not conform Art. 33.2.1.

#,S[yntomis] Khulweinii, LEFEBVRE". — BUTLER (1876: 344). —
An incorrect subsequent spelling.

wyntomis kuhlweinii“. — ButLEr (1877: 16; pl. 6, fig. 17). — A
justified emendation.

F,Syntomis khulweinii, LErBv.“. — DisTanT (1892: 236). — An
incorrect subsequent spelling.

wZ[ygaena]| Kuhlweinii, Ler.“. — KirBY (1892: 94). — A correct
subsequent spelling.

F,Syntomis kuhlweini LeFEBVRE, 1831¢. — Hampson (1898:
82). — An incorrect subsequent spelling.

wSyntomis Kuhlweinii“. — BARRETT (1901: 193). — A correct
subsequent spelling.

F,Syntomis Kuhlweinei LEr.“. — AuriviLLius (1910: 23). — An
incorrect subsequent spelling.

+,Syntomis Kuhlweini LEF., 1831“. — Zerny (1912: 14). — An
incorrect subsequent spelling.

wSlyntomis| kuhlweinii LerBr.“. — Seitz (1926: 45). — A
correct subsequent spelling.

wyntomis kuhlweinii LEFEBVRE, 1831¢. — PiNuEY (1975: 160).
— A correct subsequent spelling.

wAmata (Syntomis) kuhlweinii LEr.”. — RaMMmERT (1987: 183).
— A correct subsequent spelling.

F,Amata kuhlweini (LEFEBVRE, 1831)¢. — VAr1 et al. (2002:
173). — An incorrect subsequent spelling.

The rules of the ICZN referring to the incorrect origi-
nal spelling of Amata kuhlweinii (LEFEBVRE, 1832)

To deal with the problems of multiple spellings of the
species-group name of Amata kuhlweinii the Code (ICZN
1999) provides the following guidelines as ruling Articles:

* If there is in the original publication itself, without
recourse to any external source of information, clear
evidence of an inadvertent error, such as a lapsus cala-

mi or copyist’s or printers error, it must be corrected
(Art. 32.5.1).

* In a species-group name first published with an initial
upper-case the initial letter must be replaced with a
lower-case letter (Art. 32.5.2.5).

* A change in the original spelling of a name is only to
be interpreted as emendation when in the work itself,
or in an author’s (or publisher’s) corrigenda, there is
an explicit statement of intention, or when both the
original and the changed spelling are cited and the lat-
ter is adopted in place of the former (Art. 33.2.1).

e A justified emendation retains the authorship and
date of the original spelling (Art. 33.2.2.).

* The use of the genitive ending -i in a subsequent spel-
ling of the species-group name that is a genitive based
upon a personal name in which the correct original
spelling ends with -ii, or vice versa, is deemed to be an
incorrect subsequent spelling, even if the change in
spelling is deliberate (Art. 33.4).
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Figs. 1-7: F. E. GUERIN (ed.), Magasin de Zoologie, Classe IX, Insectes, Lépidopteres. Fig. 1: Title page. Figs. 2, 3: Text pages of description of A.
kuhlweinii (LEFEBVRE, 1832). Fig. 4: Plate 23 with original illustration. Fig. 5—7: Pages of introduction of the volume. — Fig. 8: Page 242 of PERCHERON

(1837), mentioning 1832 as the publication date of Syntomis kuhlweinii.

Fixation of the correct spelling of Amata kuhlweinii
(LEFEBVRE, 1832)

In 1832 Alexandre Louis LEFEBVRE DE CERisy described
“Syntomis Khulweinii”, “décrit d’'aprés un individu mdle
envoyé comme nouvelle espéce par M. KHULWEIN, savant
entomologiste de Prusse, auquel je me suis fait un devoir
de la dédier”, i.e. evidently named after the German bio-
logist Adalbert KunLwEIN voN RaTtHENOW, * 20. v. 1819,
T 17. vii. 1872. However, in the dedication and the
patronym the first syllable was consequently misspelled
as “khul-” instead of “kuhl-” (Figs. 2-4). This can be
interpreted as either a lapsus calami or a printing error.
According to Article 32.5.1 of the ICZN the original
incorrect spelling must be corrected following the rules
in Articles 33.2.1 and 33.2.2, stating that such a correc-
tion should quote the incorrect original and the correc-
ted subsequent spelling.

An extensive literature search has yielded several differ-
ent spellings by subsequent authors (WALKER 1854, WAL-

LENGREN 1865, ButLEr 1876, 1877, Distant 1892, KirBY
1892, Hampson 1898, BarrerT 1901, AuriviLLius 1910,
ZErRNY 1912, Seitz 1926, Pinaey 1975, RAMMERT 1987,
VArr1 et al. 2002), but only WALLENGREN (1865) fulfills
most of the rules of the ICZN, however not completely.
While Hampson (1898) fulfills Articles 33.2.1. and 33.2.2
regarding the first syllable, he also changes the ending -ii
to -1 at the same time. This last action is not permitted by
Article 33.4 stating that the word resulting from such a
change is deemed to be an incorrect subsequent spelling.

However, WALLENGREN (1865) does use the spelling “Syn-
tomis kuhlweinii” and moreover, he cites LEFEBVRE as
the original author, with the original incorrect spelling
already corrected, but not the original incorrect spelling.
This action cannot be regarded as a justified emendation
(Art. 33.2.1)

ButLer (1877) uses the corrected subsequent spelling
“Syntomis kuhlweinii” and he cites the incorrect original
spelling “Syntomis khulweinii” with LEFEBVRE as the
author. Hence, this is a justified emendation.
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Fixation of the publication date

At the end of the second of the unnumbered pages of the
LEFEBVRE paper, the date “15 juillet 1831” is printed (Fig.
3). This is supposed to be the date on which A. LerEs-
vRE handed his manuscript to the editor of Magasin
de Zoologie. The title page of the second volume of the
Magasin de Zoologie mentions “1832” as publication
period (Fig. 1). The introduction to the second volume of
this journal is dated “mars 1833” (Fig. 5). This means that
Syntomis kuhlweinii must have been published between
15 July 1831 and 31 March 1833.

Fortunately, a publication by A. PERCHERON about ento-
mological bibliography in the early 19* century states
that A. LErEBVRE published his new species in 1832 (Fig.
8): “10. Description de la Syntomis khulweinii. Mag. Zool.
de GuErin, 1832, ins. n°® 23.” (PERCHERON 1837: 242).

The citation of the A. kuhlweinii description should
therefore read as follows:

LerkBVRE, A. (1832): Syntomis. S. de KHULWEIN. S. khul-
weinii. - In: GUErIN, F. E. (ed.), Magasin de Zoologie, Clas-
se 9, Insectes, Lépidopteres, T. 2, [1]-[2], pl. 23, Paris.
(There is no printed pagination in this publication; in
the cover-to-cover scan copy of the Biodiversity Heri-
tage Library from the bound copy in the library of the
Museum of Comparative Zoology of the Harvard Univer-
sity the relevant pages are to be found on scanned pages
241-242 [text| and 531 [plate].)
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