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Abstract: A new subspecies, Poritia plateni simoni ssp. n., is 
described from Belitung Island, Indonesia.

Eine neue Unterart von Poritia plateni Staudinger, 1889 
(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Poritiinae) von der Insel 
Belitung, Indonesien

Zusammenfassung: Eine neue Unterart, Poritia plateni 
simoni ssp. n., wird von der Insel Belitung, Indonesien, 
beschrieben.

Introduction

The genus Poritia was first described by Moore (1866) 
with the type species Poritia hewitsoni Moore, 1866, see 
Moore (1866: 755). Corbet et al. (1978) and D’Abrera 
(1986) listed 12 species belonging to this genus, and cur 
rently, there are approximately 15 known species dis  tri
buted from Northeast India to Sundaland and to wards the 
Philippines and Sulawesi. Poritia plateni Stau  dinger, 1889 
(Fig. 3) was described by Stau din ger (1889: 104) from a 
type specimen collected in Pa la wan, which occurs also in 
Sumatra and Borneo, but there has been no subspecies 
described. Pinratana (1981) listed and illustrated Poritia 
plateni from Pen in su lar Thailand but it is likely that the 
specimen is Po ri tia karennia Evans, 1921, as D’Abrera 
(1986) men tio ned. D’Abrera also commented that the 

populations of Poritia plateni from Sumatra, Borneo, and 
Palawan may represent different subspecies, while Seki 
et al. (1991) also recommended that further examination 
of the population of this species should be done.

This paper describes a new subspecies of Poritia plateni 
(Staudinger, 1889) from Belitung Island, Indonesia.

Poritia plateni simoni ssp. n.
(Figs. 1, 2, 4.)

Holotype ♂: Indonesia, Belitung, vii. 2002, leg. Mark J. Si mon, 
Allyn Museum Acc. 20039, deposited in the McGuire Cen
ter for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity, Gainesville (MCLB).
Paratypes (in total 3 ♂♂, 1 ♀): Same locality as the holo type. 
♂, iv. 1996, leg. Mark J. Simon. ♂, vii. 2002. ♂, v. 1988. ♀, viii. 
2004, leg. local collector.
Etymology: The subspecies is named after the collector of 
the holotype specimen, Mark J. Simon.

Diagnosis and identification

Male. Forewing length 14.5–15.0 mm (n = 4). The up per
side of ssp. simoni is similar with the nominate sub spe
cies plateni, but the metallic greenish to bluish mar k ing 
occupies half of the forewing (from dorsum and tor nal 
regions and narrowing towards cell space 3 as a smea
red spot). There is a conspicuous narrow metallic green
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Fig. 1: Poritia plateni simoni ssp. n. holotype ♂, Belitung Island, Indonesia, MCLB; 1a: upperside; 1b: underside. Fig. 2: Poritia plateni simoni ssp. 
n. paratype ♂, Belitung Island, Indonesia, MCLB; 2a: upperside; 2b: underside. Fig. 3: Poritia plateni plateni Staudinger 1889, ♂, Palawan Island, 
Philippines, MCLB; 3a: upperside; 3b: underside. Fig. 4: Poritia plateni simoni ssp. n. paratype ♀, Belitung Island, Indonesia, Seki coll., Tokyo; 4a: 
upperside; 4b: underside.
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ish to bluish band almost occupying the forewing cell. 
The underside more irregular and paler reddishbrown 
markings.

Female. Forewing length, 16.0 mm (n = 1). Orange mar
kings of the upperside are much reduced. The fore wing 
orange area is restricted to around discal area and on the 
hindwing, there is only a hint of orange in space 3. The 
underside is similar to that of male.

Habitat: Almost all species in the genus Poritia are rare 
(with limited knowledge on their life histories) and pre
fer lowland to high elevation (5000 feet = 1524 m) for
es ted ha bi tats. They are sunshine lovers and settling 
on a leaf of sun ny tree. According to the observation of 
the junior au thor in Borneo, the habitat specifically for 
Poritia pla te ni is just the same as for other Poritia species.

Hostplant: Currently unknown, but Poritia erycinoides 
(C. & R. Felder, 1865) feeds on Castanea argentea (Fa ga
ceae).
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