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Abstract: In this paper, a new subspecies, Lethe hyrania annamhyrania subspec. nov., is described from Dak Lak, C. Vietnam.

Lethe hyrania (Kollar, 1844), formerly known as L. insana [sic, isana] (Kollar, 1844) for a long time, is a common, sexually-
dimorphic, satyrine butterfly, found in the Sino-Himalayan region (Lang & Lamas, 2016). According to Lang & Ding (2022), 
five subspecies have been recognised as following: the nominate subspecies hyrania Kollar from N.W. India, subspec. dinarbas 
Hewitson, 1863 from Nepal, Bhutan, N. & N.E. India, N. Myanmar, S.W. China (S.E. Tibet, N.W. Yunnan), subspec. caerulescens 
Mell, 1923 from E. China (Zhejiang, Fujian, Jiangxi), S. China (Guangdong, Guangxi, S. Yunnan) and N. Indo-china (Vietnam, 
Laos, N. Thailand), subspec. formosana Fruhstorfer, 1908 from Taiwan Island, and subspec. lehyrania Lang & Ding, 2022 
from Hainan Island. In this paper, a new subspecies from C. Vietnam is described, and here it is illustrated together with its 
neighbouring subspecies, viz. subspec. caerulescens Mell (figs: 1-6, 10-13, 16-17) and subspec. lehyrania Lang & Ding (figs: 7, 14, 
18). Judging from the distributional pattern (see map on figure 20), it is indicated that the marginal effect might be a key factor for 
the subspeciation of Lethe hyrania (Kollar).

Lethe hyrania a n n a m h y r a n i a subspec. nov. (figs: 8-9, 15, 19)
Holotype †, VIETNAM, Dak Lak, 3/2019, leg. Dang Ngoc Van, SATY0834, CMNH (Chongqing Museum of Natural History, 
Beibei). Paratypes: 2 ††, VIETNAM, Dak Lak, 3/2019, leg. Dang Ngoc Van, LSY (Song-Yun Lang’s collection, Beibei); 1 ‡, 
VIETNAM, Dak Lak, 5/2018, leg. Dang Ngoc Van, LSY.
Diagnosis: The new subspecies can be distinguished from all known subspecies by the combination of the following characters: 1) † 
forewing apex is more pointed than that of other subspecies. 2) † forewing dorsum is nearly straight as in other subspecies, whereas 
it is rounded and protruding backwards in subspec. lehyrania Lang & Ding. 3) ‡ ground colour on both sides is deep chocolate 
brown, whereas it is brown on dorsal side and light brown on ventral side in other subspecies. 4) † ground colour on ventral side is 
duller than that of other subspecies, excepting subspec. lehyrania Lang & Ding. 5) † discal line on ventral side forewing is nearly 
straight, whereas it is more or less distorted in other subspecies. 6) ‡ submarginal fascia, discal and subbasal lines on ventral side 
hindwing are less reddish than those in other subspecies.
Etymology: The subspecific name “annamhyrania” is composed by “Annam”, an old name for Vietnam, and “hyrania”, name of 
the nominate subspecies.
Distribution: C. Vietnam (Dak Lak).
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Fig. 1-6: Lethe hyrania caerulescens Mell, 1923: (1) †, CHINA, Guangdong, Ruyuan, SATY1135, LSY; (2) †, CHINA, Yunnan, 
Lincang, LSY; (3) †, ditto; (4) †, CHINA, Guangxi, Tianlin, LSY; (5) †, ditto; (6) †, CHINA, Yunnan, Xichou, LSY. Fig. 7: 
Lethe hyrania lehyrania Lang & Ding, 2022: holotype, †, CHINA, Hainan, Wuzhi-shan, SATY1129, CMNH. Fig. 8-9: Lethe 
hyrania annamhyrania subspec. nov.: (8) holotype †, VIETNAM, Dak Lak, SATY0834, CMNH; (9) paratype †, VIETNAM, 
Dak Lak, LSY. Fig. 10-13: Lethe hyrania caerulescens Mell, 1923: (10) ‡, CHINA, Yunnan, Lincang, LSY; (11) ‡, ditto; (12) 
‡, ditto; (13) ‡, CHINA, Guangxi, Tianlin, LSY. Fig. 14: Lethe hyrania lehyrania Lang & Ding, 2022, paratype ‡, CHINA, 
Hainan, Wuzhi-shan, LSY. Fig. 15: Lethe hyrania annamhyrania subspec. nov., paratype ‡, VIETNAM, Dak Lak, LSY.
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Fig. 16-19: † genitalia. g: † genitalia in lateral view with left valva and aedoeagus removed; al: aedoeagus in lateral view; ad: 
aedoeagus in dorsal view; v: tip of left valva in dorsal view. Fig. 16-17: Lethe hyrania caerulescens Mell, 1923: (16) CHINA, 
Yunnan, Xinping, SATY1134, LSY; (17) CHINA, Guangdong, Ruyuan, SATY1135, LSY. Fig. 18: Lethe hyrania lehyrania 
Lang & Ding, 2022, holotype, CHINA, Hainan, Wuzhi-shan, SATY1129, CMNH. Fig. 19: Lethe hyrania annamhyrania 
subspec. nov., holotype, VIETNAM, Dak Lak, SATY0834, CMNH. Fig. 20: Distribution map of Lethe hyrania (Kollar, 1844) 
(Sources of data: Inayoshi, 2022; Lang & Lamas, 2016; Lang & Ding, 2022; Monastyrskii & Devyatkin, 2016; Nakamura 
& Wakahara, 2012; specimens kept in LSY, CMNH).
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