©Societas Europaea Lepidopterologica; download unter http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ und www.zobodat.at

Book Review
Peter Huemer 2001. Rote Liste gefährdeter Schmetterlinge Vorarlbergs. Vorarlberger
Naturschau im Auftrag der Vorarlberger Landesregierung, Dornbirn. Pp. 1-1

ISBN 3-90227 1 -00-0. Price €
Marktstr. 33,

1

5 .00. [in

A-6850 Dornbirn,

Red Data Books document

CD-ROM.

Austria.

the degree of threats to species and thus provide important

Data Books have been published
lists

1

.

information for officials, landscape planners, conservationists and others.

are simple

12,

German] To be ordered from: Vorarlberger Naturschau,

in the

German speaking

More than 1500 Red
Most of them

countries until 1998.

with species names placed in one of the categories "regionally extinct", "critically

endangered", "endangered", "vulnerable", "near threatened", and "least concern". Moreover,
to a large extent these lists are a matter

of very subjective concern, since the authors show no

why they place a given species in a particular category. It is
surprising that many of those categorised species became known to be misplaced,

data to underpin

therefore not
e.g. "extinct"

became known to be
much more rare than originally thought. Such circumstances are found the more frequently the
less studied a taxonomic group is. It is therefore not surprising that the value of Red Data
Books is often critically debated. However, there should be a tool available providing efficient
information on which animals need more attention than others in nature conservation. Peter
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of this Red Data Book is the enclosed CD-ROM. For each species, the status within the
Red Data Book is given together with quite detailed information on their habitat, vertical
distribution, and larval habits. This table makes the entire Red Data Book understandable and
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