©Societas Europaea Lepidopterologica; download unter http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ und www.zobodat.at

158

Book review

Huemer

Peter

2004. Die Tagfalter Südtirols.

-

Veröflfentlichungen des

232 pp. - Hardcover (ISBN 3-85256-280-5). 44,40

Südtirols 2:

Naturmuseums

German)

€. (in

now treated in the book "Die Tagfalter
by Peter Huemer. South Tyrol, situated in the eastern Alps, comprises an area of just
7,400 km^, but altitudes extends from 210 m to 3902 m providing extreme different habitats.
Still until the 1970s, South Tyrol was famous as a paradise for Lepidoptera, but since that time
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The book is completed by a list of references cited, a systematic index of the taxa, an alphabetic index of the scientific names and an alphabetic index of the German names.
The book is printed in colour throughout. More than 100 butterfly species are figured by colour
photos taken from living specimens in nature, plus images from immatures and butterfly habitats. The text is written concisely and full of information. Among others, the reader will learn
about Libythea celtis (Laicharting, 1782), which is the first lepidopterous species originally
described from South Tyrol. At the beginning of the 20^^ century, it was still that common that
it was mentioned as a pest, but it is regarded as endangered today. Its larval food plant, Celtis
austmlis, naturally growths in the same areas which are especially suitable for apple. The displacement of natural stands of Celtis australis by apple orchards and the use of pesticides are
therefore regarded as the main threats for the decline of Libythea celtis. Indeed, a summary of
the main threats for the butterflies of South Tyrol lists agricultural management including the
use of pesticides, intensive forestry, and urban settlement. Fortunately, the highest number of
butterfly species can be found between 1000-1500 m altitude, an area which is not in favour
for these activities by man and this holds much more true for alpine species. A revised version
of the regional red data book of the 185 butterfly species lists 1 1 species as regionally extinct,
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