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Papilionoidea and Hesperioidea (Lepidoptera) col-

lected during 1976 in Fars, south Iran*)

Tommas o Rachel i
(**)

Via G. Valmarana 66, 1—00139 Roma, Italy.

Our knowledge of the distribution of Rhopalocera in South Iran was
once based mainly on papers by Kollar (1849) *** and Brandt (1938,

1939.)

Kollar (1849) reported on the expedition of the traveller Kotschy, who
crossed the country from the Persian Gulf to Shiraz in 1842.. He col-

lected around this town from mid February to June, visiting many
localities and climbing some mountains in the district of Shiraz. During.

July and August he made an excursion to Kuh-e-Dinar, situated on the

southern slopes of the Zagros mountains. Kollar (1849) listed 48 Le-

pidoptera of which 34 Rhopalocera, some not collected again until

a few years ago. Wilhelm Brandt (1938) reported on the discoveries of

Fred Brandt, his brother, who collected around Shiraz and on Barm-e-

Firuz from March to August. He collected 98 species of Rhopalocera
and many new taxa of other groups of Lepidoptera were described by

various authors. An important contribution has also been made by

Wiltshire who, resident in Shiraz, collected all over the country for

more than two years and published mainly on Noctuidae, Geometridae
and preimaginal stages. However he has also published severa! pa-

pers on Rhopalocera (1941 a, 1941 b, 1945).

De Lesse (1962, 1963) paid a Visit to south Iran during the month of

August, to investigate chromosome numbers oftheAgrodiaetus-
group. Other Lycaenidae taken by de Lesse were reported by Bernardi

(1964).

Recently research undertaken by the Landessammlungen für Natur-

kunde, Karlsruhe, under the coordination of Günter Ebert ,led to the

dicovery of many new taxa named by Gross & Ebert (1975).

* Beiträge zur Kenntnis der Rhopalocera Irans: 14. Beitrag.

* Ricerche ideH'lstituto >di Zoologia deH'Universiite di Roma nel Vicino Oriente:

74. Ricerche eseguite con un contributo del CNR. ee also n 72 (Rachelii,

1977), 73 (Naumann & Racheli, 1978).

** The exact date of publication of Kollar's paper is questionable. 1 am in

agreement with Hemming (1967) who gave the date as 1849, since during

my personal linvestigation of Kollar's collection I noticed that the type-spe-

oimens bear the date 1849 in Kollar's handwriting.
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Forster (1939), Reisser (1S58), Kouznetsov (1959), Shirözu & Saigusa

(1963), Barou (1967), Mirzayans & Kalaü (1970), Alberti (1974) and Wa-
gener (1974) have added data from a few localities in Fars; Rose &
Schurian (1977 a, b) have published papers dealing with Lycaenidae.

Finaüy, in 1974 and 1976, ecological field trips were made to Iran,

under the sponsorship of the Zoological Institute, University of Rome.
Emilio Stefaneiii and I, parily financed by tbe same Institution, carried

out lepidopterological research from 25th May to 6th June 1976. Va-

lerie Sbordoni and Mauro Rampini then visited localities in Fars and
Khuzestan between 26th to 30th June 1976. (Fig.. 1) This is a pre-

liminary aecount of the Rhopaiocera coüected. A few records, even
though not from Fars, have been included where appropriate. Detailed

descriptions of the more important biotopes have already been given

(Naumann & Racheli, 1978).

General characters of partieuiar populations are discussed even if no
new name is proposed, on aecount of the difficulties claimed by many
authors to define a subspecies and so as not to bürden the nomencla-
ture further. Only too frequently new taxa are still named without

adequate comparison of related species and type-material.

List of localities

1. Esfahan: Delijan 1300 m, approx. 100 Km S of Qom: 23. V. 1976.

2. Esfahan: Hastijan 1700 m, 16 Km S of Delijan: 23. V. 1976.

3. Fars: Izadkhast 2200 m, 60 Km S of Shahreza: 24. V. 1976.

4. Fars: Quii Kush Pass 2200 m, 10 Km N of Dehbid: 24. V. 1976.

5. Fars: Sine Safid 2000 m, 40 Km SW of Shiraz: 25.-30. V. and 27.

VI. 1976.

6. Fars: Dasht-e-Arzhan biotope n°1 2100 m, 60 Km SW of Shiraz:

25. V.-6. VI. 1976.

7. Fars: Dasht-e-Arzhan biotope n°2 2100 m, 70 Km SW of Shiraz:

25. V.-6. VI. 1976.

8. Fars: Serra Tscheng 2250 m (Kuh Borenjan) 75 Km SW of Shiraz:

6. VI. and 26. VI. 1976.

9. Fars: Mian Kotal 2000 m, 80 Km SW of Shiraz: 27. V. 1976.

10. Fars: Habiehrud River 800 m, 60 Km N of Borazjan: 30. V. 1976.

11. Fars: Road Shiraz-Ardekan, Pass 40 Km from Shiraz 2000 m, 26. V.

and 28. VI. 1976.

12. Fars: Ardekan, Pass NW 2100-2300 m: 26. V. 1976.

13. Fars: Barm-e-Firuz 2300-2900 m: 26. V. and 28. VI. 1976.

14. Fars: Badjgah 1600-1700 m, 30 Km N of Shiraz: 28. V. 1976.

15. Fars: Bamdo National Park 1500 m, 35 Km N of Shiraz: 28. V. 1976.

16. Fars: Lake Maharlu 1500 m: 29. V. 1976.

17. Fars: Kuhenjan Pass 1900 m, 60 Km SE of Shiraz: 29. V. and
2. VI. 1976.

18. Fars: Sarvestan, Kuh-e-Arafah 1800 m: 2. VI. 1976.

19. Fars: Pass NE of Sarvestan 2000 m: 2. VI. 1976.
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20. Fars: Shar-e-Estakhr 1700 m, 70 Km NE of Shiraz: 1. V. 1976.

21. Fars: Qader Abad Pass 2000 m, 120 Km NE of Shiraz: 1.-3. VI.

1976.

22. Khuzestan: 10 Km S of Yassudj 2100 m: 30. VI. 1976.

23. Khuzestan: Sisakht 2250 m: 29. VI. 1976.
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List of abbreviations

biot. biotope

T.L. Type Locality

FWS Forewings

HWS Hindwings

S Space
NHMW Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien.

List of species

Papilio machaon Linnaeus, 1758

A few specimens only 9 c?c?, 3 22 from Shiraz, Dasht-e-Arzhan biot.

1&2, road Shiraz-Ardekan, Bamdo National Park, Serra Tscheng. Re-

ported also from Sine Safid 2200 m (Brandt 1939), Shiraz (Reisser,

1958), Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956).

Papilio demoleus Linnaeus, 1758

Seen but not collected in the gardens of Shiraz. Reported from Shiraz

(Brandt, 1939; Reisser, 1958), and from Shiraz and Djahrom by Barou

(1967).

Papilio alexanor Esper, 1779

Reported by Kollar (1849) from Shiraz. Seen, but not captured, along

the road Shiraz — Ardekan 2100 m. Wiltshire (1945, 1956, pers. comm.)
collected this species in Kuh Barfi and Kuh Bamu during May.

Aporia crataegi (Linnaeus, 1758)

Abundant but locai. 12 cfd", 4 22 from Dasht-e-Arzhan biot. 1&2, Serra

Tscheng, Kuhenjan, road Shiraz- Ardekan, Ardekan 2100 m. Reported
from Shiraz (Kollar, 1849; Brandt 1939). Gross & Ebert (1975) reported

this species from Fars: Tange-Sorkh 2250 m.

Artogeia rapae (Linnaeus, 1758)

Uncommon in Shiraz, scarcer in Qader Abad Pass and Dasht-e-Arzhan

biot. 2. We collected only 7 cTd\ 4 22. Reported from Farsistan (Kol-

lar, 1849), Shiraz and Tchouroum (Brandt, 1939), Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire,

1956), Ab-barik and Shiraz (Barou, 1967).

Pieris krueperi (Staudinger, 1860)

Only 2 dV collected on the Pass NW of Ardekan 2400 m. Reported

by Brandt (1939) from Shiraz, Sine Safid, Mian Kotal, Comee, and by

Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi.

Pontia daplidice (Linnaeus, 1758)

Common and widespread. 22 cTcf, 11 22 from Shiraz Dasht-e-Arzhan

biot. 1&2, Bamdo National Park, Kuhenjan, Ardekan, Barm-e-Firuz,

Sisakht. Reported for Farsistan (Kollar, 1849); Shiraz, Sine Safid and
Mian Kotal (Brandt, 1939); Shiraz (Reisser ,1958, Barou 1967); Kuh
Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956).
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Pontia chloridice (Hübner, 1808)

Only 4 dV from Ardekan 2400 m and 1 d1 from Sisakht. Also 1 cf, 1 9

from 20 Km S of Qom. This is apparently the first record from Fars,

unless Brandt (1939) confused it with P. glauconome Klug.

Pontia glauconome Klug, 1829

Reported by Brandt (1939) from Shiraz, Mian Kotal and Tchouroum
and by Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi. A Single male from 20 Km S
of Qom, Central Iran.

Eiphinstonia charlonia (Donzel, 1842)

Reported from Tchouroum (Brandt, 1939) and Ab-barik (Barou, 1967),

a Single fernale caught in Delijan. Gross & Eberl (1975) reported this

species also from Dalaki, Bandar-Abbas, Kuh- e- Geno 250 m and
Borazdjan.

Colotis fausta (Olivier, 1801)

5 cfcf, 1 9 from Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1&2, and Kuhenjan. Reported by

Brandt (1939) from Shiraz, Sine Safid, Mian Kotal and by Wiltshire

(1956) from Kuh Barfi. Shirozu & Saigusa (1963) reported this species

from Neiriz.

Anapheis aurota (Fabricius, 1793)

Only 2 cPc? from Kuhenjan. Reported by Brandt (1939) from Shiraz

and Mian Kotal, by Wilthire (1956) from Kuh Barfi and by Shirozu &
Saigusa (1963) from Neiriz.

Gonepteryx farinosa (Zeller, 1837)

Reported from South Iran, as G. rhamni (Linnaeus 1758), by Kollar

(1849), by Brandt (1939) from Serra Tscheng and Comee, by Wiltshire

(1956) from Kuh Barfi; and by Barou (1967) from Shiraz. It has been
found to be fairly common. 16 öV, 15 99 in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2,

Qader Abad Pass, Serra Tscheng, Ardekan 2100 m, Barm e Firuz,

Sisakht.

Colias crocea (Geoffroy, 1785)

Reported from South Iran, Fars (Kollar, 1849), Shiraz (Brandt, 1939;

Barou, 1967); Tchouroum, Comee (Brandt, 1939), Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire,

1956). 30 cTcf, 25 $$ collected in Shiraz, Dasht e Arzhan, Serra

Tscheng, Bamdo, Qader Abad Pass, Barm e Firuz, Sisakht.

Colias aurorina Heriich-Schaeffer, 1850

Reported (as C. aurorina libanotica, Lederer) by Brandt (1939) and
Wiltshire (1956) from Sine Safid and Kuh Barfi, respectively. 15 öV,
18 $$ have been collected in Dasht Arzhan biot. 1&2 and Serra

Tscheng by us. Seen also on Quli Kush Pass. The population of

Fars differs from those of North Iran, in much smaller size, more
yellowish ground colour of the upperside of the wings and small black

cell spot on forewings. Genitalia are practically indistinguishable in

northern and southern populations. Two forms of 99 are present, the

white form is much scarcer.

77

©Societas Europaea Lepidopterologica; download unter http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ und www.zobodat.at



Danaus chrysippus (Linnaeus, 1758)

7 <?cf, 1 9 from Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2, Mian Kotal, road Shiraz-

Ardekan, Hablehrud river. Reported by Kollar (1849) from Farsistan

and for Shiraz, Tchouroum and Dalaki by Brandt (1939). Barou (1967)

reported this species for Kazeroun and Bushehr

Melanargia hylata (Menetries, 1832)

One of the most common species, 173 cTcT, 70 99 from Dasht e

Arzhan biot. 1 & 2, Kuhenjan, Sine Safid, Serra Tscheng, Yassudj.

Reported by Brandt (1939), as M. larissa, for Shiraz, Serra Tscheng,
Sine Safid and by Wiltshire (1956) for Kuh Barfi. The populations from
Shiraz (TL), are known as ssp. iranica Seitz 1909.

Chazara briseis (Linnaeus, 1764)

24 cTcT, 11 99 collected in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2, Serra Tscheng,
Sisakht. Reported from Farsistan (Kollar, 1849), Sine Safid (Brandt,

1939), Kazeroun and Bushehr (Barou, 1967).

Chazara persephone (Hübner, 1805)

In some localities very abundant. Reported from Farsistan (KoMar,

1849); Sine Safid (Brandt, 1939) Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956), Wasser-
fall, N. Niris (Reisser, 1958) 100 Km S Abadeh, N. Didegan 2000 m
Farashband, Darab, Karsia 1150 m (Gross & Ebert, 1975). 80 cfcf,

42 99 from Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 &2, Badjgah, Qader Abad Pass,

Kuhenjan, Barm e Firuz, Yassudj, road Shiraz-Ardekan.

Pseudochazara theiephassa (Geyer, 1827)

Reported from Shiraz, Tchouroum and Dalaki (Brandt, 1939) Kuh Barfi

(Wiltshire, 1956), Kazeroun and Bushehr (Barou, 1967), and Farsistan

(Kollar, 1849); we collected 50 cfcf, 32 99 in Shiraz, Bamdo National

Park, Qader Abad Pass, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2, Serra Tscheng, road

Shiraz-Ardekan.

Pseudochazara pelopea (Klug, 1832)

The Status of the taxa of the pe/opea-complex remains fluid. We found

this species sympatric and synchron ic with P. theiephassa, but much
scarcer. Only 13 cTcT , 5 99 from Kuhenjan and Dasht e Arzhan biot.

2. Reported by Brandt (1939) from Sine Safid.

Hyponephele lupina (Costa, 1836)

This species has been reported, as "£. lycaon ssp." by Brandt (1939)

from Shiraz, Tchourum and Dalaki. Kollar (1849) reports it from
Farsistan, Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi, Barou (1967) from Bushehr.

We collected 82 dV, 52 99 in Shiraz, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 &2,
Kuhenjan, Bamdo National Park, Serra Tscheng, Yassudj, Sisakht. The
populations of Fars are not unlike those of NW Iran, known as ssp.

centralis Riley.

Hyponephele narica (Hübner, 1803-1813)
Mist provisionally under this name specimens collected by Sbordoni,

2 cfcT, 1 9 in Sine Safid, 1 cf &9 along the road Shiraz-Ardekan, These
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specimens are characteräzed, especially if compared with those from

N Iran, by their small size, somewhat smaller subapical ocelli of FWS,
which have always white pupüs on the underside, and by their larger

androconia! patch. The underside of HWS is suffused with whitish grey

so as to form a contrast with the post discal brown fascia. The fringes

of HWS are white, whiist they are brownish in N Iran populations.

Otherwise male genitalia do not show any difference from those of

H. narica from ESburz Mts.

Hyponephele davendra (Moore, 1865)

This species has been reported from Comee, Barm e Firuz, by
Brandt (1939), as ssp. comara Lederer 1869.

A long series 23 dV, 5 $2, collected by Sbordoni in Serra Tscheng
shows considerable differences from comara. As a matter of fact, the

davendra-complex is very compücated and needs thourough revision.

Clench & Shoumatoff (1956) studied this group and came to the

conciusion that only two species are involved: viz. H. davendra
(Moore) and H. tenuistigma (Moore, 1892). The population from Fars

approaches that of H. latistigma (Moore, 1892) from Quetta, Ba-

lutchistan, rather than comara Lederer from Shahkuh, N. E. Iran. Des-

cription: Length of FW, cfcT 25-27 mm, $$24-27 mm. Males have a

small subapical ocellus on FWS which is always pupillated with white

on the underside. Large androconial patch which extends to S*. The
ocelli on the underside of the HWS vary from two to four, in Spaces
S1-S2 and S5-S0. The post discal line is straight and bends inwardly

at the level of V5. Females show a greyish upperside with scarce

yellow brown colouration. Ocelli vary from one to two on the upperside

of FWS. On the underside of HWS, only the ocelli in Si and S2 clearly

visible. Ocellus in S5 very minute and faintiy indicated. Males genita-

lia: brachia long and thin, approx. half lenght of the uncus, differing

for this character from H. davendra davendra.

Hyponephele wagneri (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1846)

Fars is the type locality of ssp. mandane Kollar. Reported by Brandt

(1S39) and Wiltsihüre (1957) from Shiraz. We collected only 2 öV &
1 2, freshly emerged, in Kuhenjan, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2 and Serra

Tscheng. O. Bang-Haas (1927) reported 1 <? from Bushir and named
it ssp. schmidti. This author compared this Single specimen with the

populations of North Iran, Shahrud. Obväousiy the two populations

can be therefore assumed that schmidti is a synonym of mandane
Kollar.

Coenonympha saadi (Kollar, 1849)

Described from Farsistan and reported by Brandt (1939) and Barou

(1967) from Shiraz and by Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi; we have

found this species common (32 cfcf, 25 22) on the road Shiraz - Ar-

dekan, Bamdo National Park, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2, Serra

Tscheng, Sisakht.
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Lasiommata megera (Linnaeus, 1767)

4 cW, 3 99 collected in Shiraz, Dasht e Arzhan Not 2, Serra

Tscheng and Barm e Firuz. Reported by Brandt (1939) from Shiraz

and Tchouroum, by Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi.

Kirinia climene (Esper, 1783)

differ in pattern; but he did not mention true mandane from Fars. It

One male collected among the oaks of Serra Tscheng (2300 m). Re-

ported from Sine Safid and Serra Tscheng (Brandt 1939).

Limenitis reducta (Staudinger, 1901)

Reported by Kollar (1849) from Farsistan and by Brandt (1939), as

L. rivularis Scopoli, from Sine Safid. Gross & Ebert (1975) have des-

cribed ssp. mirzayani from Fars, Tange Sorkh 2250 m. Barou (1967)

listed this species, as L Camilla Schiff, from Ardekan 4 cfcf, 2 99
collected in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2 and Sisakht.

Precis orithya (Linnaeus, 1764)

Reported by Brandt (1939) from Mian Kotal and Comee, by Reisser

(1958) from Djahrom and by Barou (1967) from Shiraz. Stefaneiii

collected 1 cT and Sbordoni 1 $ in Mian Kotal and Serra Tscheng,

respectively. The population of Fars is currently known as ssp. here

Lang.

Vanessa cardui (Linnaeus, 1758)

Reported as common everywhere by Brandt (1939) and by Wiltshire

(1956) from Kuh Barfi; we found only a few specimens in Bamdo
National Park, Serra Tscheng and Sisakht.

Polygonia egea (Gramer, 1775)

Reported by Kollar (1849) as Vanessa l-album Hübner, from Shiraz,

Gere. We collected 3 cTcT in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2 and Yassudj.

Melitaea cinxia (Linnaeus, 1758)

Reported by Higgins (1941) from Shiraz, by Brandt (1939) from Sine

Safid (ssp. kasyi. Gross & Ebert 1975) and by Wiltshire (1956) from

Kuh Barfi. We collected 6 öV, 1 $ in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1.

Melitaea phoebe (Denis & Schiffermüller, 1775)

Surprisingly not reported by Brandt (1939) but gjven by Kollar (1849)

Higgins (1941) and Wiltshire (1956, 1957) from Shiraz, Zagros Mts. and
Kuh Barfi. We found it fairly common, 32 öV, 16 $$ in Serra Tscheng,

road Shiraz Ardekan, Ardekan 2400 m, Qader Abad Pass, Dasht e

Arzhan biot. 1 & 2. Gross & Ebert (1975), on the basis of 9 öV and
1 $, have described ssp. abbas (T. L.: Fars, Tange Sorkh: 2250 m).

However, I cannot detect any difference on the populations of M.
phoebe from S. Iran as compared to those of the Middle East.

Wiltshire (pers. comm.) informs me that abbas Gross & Ebert is not

unlike dorae Graves and might be a synonym of it.

Melitaea sarvistana Wiltshire, 1941

Discussed in detail by Racheli (1977). Apart the type locality, Sarvistan,
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we found this species in Qader Abad Pass and Izadkhast. Forster

(1939) reports 2 cfcT of M. sibina ssp. from Arabistan, SE Choremabad
600 m, which could be related to this species.

Melitaea persea (Kollar, 1849)

Described from Farsistan by Kollar (1849) and reported by Higgins

(1941) from Dasht e Arzhan and by Wiltshire (1956, 1957) from Kuh
Barfi and South Zagros. It is the most common and widespread but-

terfly in central and south Iran.

This species was often confused with M. trivia, M. didyma, M. casta

and M. gina in the past. However, Higgins (1941, 1955) and Wiltshire-

(1945) set well apart these four taxa. M. persea, and M. gina Higgins

are sympatric and synchronic in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2.

The populations of M. persea in Fars agree well with the typeseries

deposited in Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien, which I had the op-

portunity to examine. The population from Qader Abad Pass is, on the

contrary, to be referred to f. hafiz Higgins, 1941. Gross & Ebert (1975)

raised infrasubspecific hafiz to species-rank and thus took autorship

of the taxon; they speculated that hafiz could be related to montium.
Having personally collected M. persea and M. montium Belter (1934)

in Lebanon, I think that montium should be restricted to high altitude

forms of M. persea. It is interesting to note the resemblance in pat-

tern to montium of a population of M. persea, referable to dogdsoni
Grose-Smith, 1887 collected by Naumann in Afghanistan: Prov. Kafisa,

Kotal e-Andjuman 4250 m and Kafisa, Dr. e. Pandjshir, Koh e Dalandur
(Ghendju) 4000 m. Examination of the genitalia of persea-montium-
hafiz-Wke populations do not show constant and reliable characters

to assign with certainty the specimen to this or that name. Larsen

(1974) has pointed out that the populations from Antilebanon are more
related to typical persea whereas he considered montium a ssp. of

persea. Apparently hafiz and persea do not overlap and they are se-

parated by altitude, like persea and montium do, too, in Lebanon.

Melitaea gina Higgins, 1941

Originally described from Kuh Deeshk (TL), Sine Safid, Pirizan (Hig-

gins, 1941) localities in Fars, this species is more widespread.

Wiltshire (1946) reports this species from Elburs Mts., and Harir, W.
Persia (after Peile, 1922) and later on (1957) from Iraq, Sulaimainiye.

Gross & Ebert (1975) described two subspecies from N. Iran, i. e.

elbursicola (T. L.: Elburs S. Seite: Tehran-Evin 1800 m) and safawides

from a Single male (!) (TL: NO. Iran; Kuhimirabi; Geröllzone 2200 m).

We have found 80 dV , 30 of M. gina in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2,

in this latter biotope much more common, and 1 Single $ in Yassudj,

probably of a second generation. It was flying together with persea,

trivia, phoebe and cinxia. There is an extreme variability in the $$
on the account of the black suffusion of the upperside of the wings.

This species has also been reported by Reisser (1958) from Barm e

Firuz, 3650-^000 m. Brandt (1939) most probably listed this species
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as M. didyma persea from Sine Safid and Comee and Melitaea persea
Kollar as M. tauricus Belter 1934 from Shiraz and Sine Safid. This

opinion is supported by a Wiltshire's (1945) note who tentatively con-

nected to M. gina specimens referred by Brandt as M. didyma from

Melitaea casta (Kollar, 1849)

I include provisionally under the name casta Kollar, 2 cfcf collected

by Sbordoni on the Barm e Firuz 2600 m These two specimens are

referable to wiltshirei Higgins, identical in every respect with fig 10,

pls. I, II (Higgins 1955).

The Status of M. casta Kollar has been controversial and remains
fluid. Pfeiffer (in Brandt, 1939) placed it as form of M. saxatilis

Christoph, 1873. Higgins (1941 : 260) speculated that it could be re-

lated to M. alrashid Higgins. Subsequently, Higgins (1955:115) con-

sidered casta and wiltshirei as two subspecies of the same species.

However, genitalia of wiltshirei and alrashid are different, while on the

other hand those of saxatilis are approaching those of persea and
montium Belter. The two taxa casta and wiltshirei are undoubtedly
two isolated high altitude forms and they should be, most probably,

regarded as specifically distinct.

I have examined the typical series of Melitaea casta in NHMW. It

consists of 3 cfcf, 1 2. One male bears the label: "Kots [chy] m 12",

Mel. [itaea] casta Koll. [ar] 1849. Type Shiraz". I designate this speci-

men the lectotype of Melitaea casta Kollar, 1849. I restrict the type-

locality to Kuh Barfi, near Shiraz, 8000-9000 ft., according to the

specimens collected by Wiltshire and figured by Higgins (1941: pls. I,

II, fig. 9).

This species has been listed as casta Kollar (= wiltshirei) by Brandt

(1939) from Comee, then as wiltshirei Higgins by Wiltshire (1945) and
Higgins (1955) from Barm e Firuz. As M. casta by Wiltshire (1945,

1956) and Higgins (1955) from Kuh Kalat, Kuh Deeshk and Kuh Barfi.

Melitaea trivia (Denis & Schiffermüller, 1775)

13 cfcf, 3 22 collected in Dasht- e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2, Shahr e Estakhr,

Ardekan 2300 m, Sisakht. Reported by Brandt (1939) from Shiraz,

Tchouroum and Comee and by Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi.

Damora pandora (Denis & Schiffermüller, 1775)

8 cfcf, 5 92 collected in Dasht e Arzhan, Serra Tscheng and Sisakht.

Not reported by Brandt (1939) but by Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi

and by Barou (1967) from Bushehr. Described as ssp. deserticola by

Gross & Eberl (1975) from Tange Sorkh 2250 m.

Fabriciana niobe (Linnaeus, 1758)

Also this species was not recorded by Brandt (1939), but given by

Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi. On the other hand, described as ssp.
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khusestana by Gross & Ebert (1975). The type locality is Khusestan;

Sisakht 2250 m and the populations near Shiraz are similar to this

subspecies. We collected 25 cfcT, 20 9? in Serra Tscheng,, Ardekan,

Sisakht, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2.

Libythea celtis (Laicharting, 1782)

Not previously reported from Fars; we collected this species in

Sisakht.

Callophrys suaveola (Staudinger, 1881)

Apparently an uncommon species found only in Barm e Firuz 2400—
2900 m, 4 dV, 1 2. Reported, as C. rubi (Linnaeus) by Kollar (1849)

from Farsistan, by Brandt (1939) from Comee and by Wiltshire (1956)

from Kuh Barfi.

Quercusia quercus (Linneus, 1758)

1 <? 2 22 collected in the oak forest of Serra Tscheng 2300 m.

Apparently the southern most locality for this species. Wiltshire (1957)

reports it from Zagros mts., but without specifying the exact locality.

Wiltshire (pers. comm.) informs me that he took this species in Pireh

Zan and considers the population of Fars as ssp. longicauda Riley

(T. L. Karind, NW Iran).

Strymonidia abdominalis (Gerhard, 1853)

Reported by Brandt (1939) as S. marcidus Riley from Sine Safid, then

by Pfeiffer (1938) as Thecla marcidus alboabdominalis Pfeiffer, 1 c?

from "near Shiraz". Wiltshire (1956) listed this species as Nordmannia
abdominalis gerhardti Riley, from Kuh Barfi. De Lesse (1963) and sub-

sequently Bernardi (1965) investigated both on the taxonomy of these

taxa and came to the conclusion that aiboabdominalis Pfeiffer from

Elburs Mts. must be recognized as a ssp. of S. abdominalis. The
butterfly found in Fars is distinguishable for the black tuft on the tip

of the abdomen in the females, this character being typical for S. ab-

dominalis. However the Status of this species is somewhat confused.

Riley (1939) described S. abdominalis persica, from NW Persia, Karind

Gorge. Larsen (1974) gjves specific Status to persica Riley. The ma-
terial examined by the various authors has probably been too scanty

to give a final word on the matter. We collected 22 cTcf, 10 22 in

Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2 and Kuhenjan.

Strymonidia sassanides (Kollar, 1849)

Described by Kollar (1849) from Farsistan and reported by Brandt

(1939) from Tchouroum and by de Lesse (1963) from Ardekan It is

widespread in Fars; we collected 18 cfd\ 10 22 in Kuhenjan, Qader
Abad Pass, Shahre Estakhr, road Sarvestan-Khorameh, Barm e Firuz

2500 m.

Apharitis myrmecophila (Dumont, 1922)

This species, reported as A. epargyros Eversmann by Brandt (1939)
for Sine Safid, has been identified and then the population from Fars
described as A. myrmecophila farsica by Rose & Schurian (1977 a).
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The type locality is Dasht e Arzhan 2000-2200 m; reported also for

Mian Kotal 1500 m. We collected 32 dV, 20 99 in Dasht e Arzhan
biot. 1 & 2, Sine Safid and Izadkhast.

Apharitis maxima (Staudinger, 1901)

Less common than A. myrmecophila but more widespread, we col-

lected 12 cTd\ 6 99, 20 Km W of Shiraz, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2,

Kuhenjan, Sarvestan, Barm e Firuz, Sisakht. It has been reported

from Sine Safid (Brandt, 1939) and from Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956).

Apharitis acamas (Klug, 1834)

Reported from Shiraz and Sine Safid (Brandt, 1939); we collected

only 1 cT along the road Shiraz-Ardekan.

Tomares callimachus (Eversmann, 1849)

Reported from Farsistan as Polyommatus hafis, by Kollar (1849) and
by Wiltshire (1956) from Kuh Barfi. We found 5 dV, 2 99 on the road

Shiraz-Ardekan.

Thersermonia iampon (Lederer, 1871)

We report this rare species on the basis of 2 cTcf collected 30 Km S
of Qom and in the Quli Kush Pass. In Fars it is known from Shiraz

and Comee (Brandt, 1939) and Ardekan (de Lesse, 1962). The 2 cTcf

are very Short tafled so as to agree with var. iamponides Staudinger.

However it is not known if this is only a lowland form or related to

some different species.

Thersamonia asabinus (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1851)

Known from Sine Safid and Comee (Brandt ,1939) and from Ardekan
(de Lesse, 1962), we found 2 dV, 1 9 on the Pass NW of Ardekan
2400 m.

Lycaena phlaeas (Linnaeus, 1761)

Uncommon, 11 <?<?, 5 99, near Shiraz, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2, Serra

Tscheng and Sisakht. Reported by Kollar (1849) from Farsistan, by

Brandt (1939) from Sine Safid and Shiraz, by Wiltshire (1956) from

Kuh Barfi, and by Barou (1967) from Shiraz.

Lampides boeticus (Linnaeus, 1767)

5 cf cT, 5 99 in Kuhenjan, Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2, Serra Tscheng and
Barm e Firuz. Reported from Farsistan (Kollar, 1849), Shiraz, Sine

Safid and Comee (Brandt, 1939), Ardekan and Col pres de Sar-

vestran (de Lesse, 1962).

Pseudophilotes vicrama (Moore, 1865)

10 dV, 4 99 collected together with P. loewii Zeller near Lake
Maharlu. This species has been reported by Brandt (1939) for Shiraz

and Comee and by De Lesse (1962) for Ardekan.

lolana iolas (Ochsenheimer, 1816)

2 cfcf, 6 99 have been found in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 2 on a tall bush
of Colutea sp. The 99 are less blackened than those of the populations
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from Turkey and N. Iran. The dots of the discal band on the underside

are small, this character approaching that of ssp. cappadociae Betti.

Reported from Sine Safid by Brandt (1939).

Turanana panagaea (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1851)

Reported from Sine Safid, Comee (Brandt, 1939) and Kuh Barfi (Wilt-

shire, 1956). A Single male coüected in Barm e Firuz 2400 m.

Freyeria trochilus (Freyer, 1844)

2 cfcf on the top of Kuhenjan 1900 m. Reported for Dalaki (Brandt

1939).

Plebejus pylaon (Fischer de Waidheim, 1832)

This species has been found fairly common, 40 cTcT, 22 99 in Dasht

e Arzhan biot. 2, Serra Tscheng, Bando National Park and Sisakht.

It differs conspicuously from the populations of N Iran either for size

or pattern. The females are particularly variable on the account of the

extension of the blue colouration on the upperside of the wings.

Forster (1939) described this population ssp. iranica (TL: near Shiraz

2000 m, [Sine Safid].)

It is reported from Farsistan (Kollar, 1849) as zephyrus Kindermann,

then from Shiraz, Sine Safid, Comee (Brandt, 1939) and Kuh Barfi

(Wiltshire, 1956). Forster (1939) reports this species also from Fars,

Tian Kota (probably he misspelled Mian Kotal).

Plebejus loewii (Zeller, 1847)

Abundant where found, 82 cfcf, 42 $$ from around Lake Maharlu,

Kuhenjan 1700 m, on the road Shiraz-Ardehan, Sine Safid, Dasht e

Arzhan biot. 2, Serra Tscheng. Reported from Sine Safid and Mian
Kotal (Brandt, 1939), and Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956). Rose & Schurian

(1977 b) reported it from Dasht e Arzhan and Persepolis and named it

ssp. hofmanni Rose & Schurian.

Kretania eurypilus (Freyer, 1852)

Widespread but uncommon, 30 dW, 12 from Dasht e Arzhan
Bamdo National Park, Qada Abad Pass, Kuhenjan, 20 Km W of Shiraz.

Reported for Shiraz, Sine Safid and Comee (Brandt, 1939) and Kuh
Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956).

Vacciniina hyrcana (Lederer, 1869)

Reported from Sine Safid and Comee (Brandt, 1939) Kuh Barfi

(Wiltshire, 1956) and Ardekan (de Lesse, 1962) 30 dV, 12 9? have been
collected in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 &2 (erroneously listed as V. anisoph-

talma Kollar, by Naumann & Racheli, 1978), Qader Abad Pass, Izad-

khast and Qu Ii Kush Pass. Rose & Schurian (1977 a) have described

ssp. blomi (TL: Dasht e Arzhan 2000-2200 m). As far as V. hyrcana
is concerned, having examined the female holotype of Lycaena ani-

sophtalma Kollar, 1849 in NHWM I suspect that this female should be
related to V. hyrcana blomi Rose & Schurian.
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If this will be demonstrated anisophtalma Kollar 1849, would have

precedence over hyrcana Lederer, 1864 and anisophtalma Auctorum
nec Kollar should be renamed.

Vacciniina alcedo (Christoph, 1877)

A Single male collected in Hastijan.

Agrodiaetus hamadanensis (de Lesse 1959)

Tentativeiy, I classify 1 cT from Yassudj as this species. It is reported

from Sine Safid by Forster (1961) and Dasht e Arzhan by Rose &
Schurian (1977 a). The population of Fars is currently known as ssp.

splendens Forster.

Agrodiaetus cyanea (Staudinger, 1899)

2 cTcf from Yassudj. The population of Fars is distinguished as ssp.

brandti Forster. Brandt (1939) reports this species from Sine Safid

and Comee, de Lesse (1962) from Ardekan.

Polyommatus icarus (Rottenburg, 1775)

Reported from Shiraz and Sine Safid (Brandt, 1939) and Ardekan (de

Lesse, 1962); we found 10 cfd\ 2 22 in Ardekan, Sisakht and Yassudj.

Spialia geron (Watson, 1893)

This species is reported from Central Asia, Afghanistan Belutchistan

and Ordubad, Trauscaucasus, this latter locality is doubtful (de

Jong, pers. comm.) Wiltshire (1941 b) reported it from Khusestan,

Ahwaz, SW Iran on the basis of three specimens. However, it had
already been collected in Fars by Brandt (de Jong, pers. comm.),

listed as S. ostheideri (Pfeiffer, 1932). We found 1 cT Dasht e Arjan

biot. 1 and 1 $ in Serra Tscheng.

Spialia phlomidis (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1845)

Known from N. Iran, it is the first record for Fars (de Jong, pers.

comm.). We found a Single female in Qadar Abad Pass.

Syrichtus tessellum (Hübner, 1800-1803)
Reported from Farsistan (Kollar, 1849), Shiraz, Sine Safid, Tchouroum
and Comee (Brandt, 1939) Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956). We collected

5 $$ in Dasht e Arzhan and Serra Tscheng (Kuh Borenjan) 2000 m.

Syrichtus poggei (Lederer, 1858)

Reported, as ioan Warren from Shiraz, Mian Kotal and Comee (Brandt,

1939) and from Kuh Barfi (Wiltshire, 1956). Alberti (1974) has described

ssp. mouchai (TL: Lorestan: Marg e Malek 3200 m). We collected

2 cTcf, 1 $ in Badjgah and Qader Abad Pass.

Carcharodus alceae (Esper, 1780)

Reported from Shiraz and Sine Safid (Brandt, 1939) a Single cT from

Barm e Firuz 2300 m.

Carcharodus boeticus (Rambur, 1939)

8 cfcf, 4 22 from Badjgah, road Sarvestan-Khorameh, Serra Tscheng

86

©Societas Europaea Lepidopterologica; download unter http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ und www.zobodat.at



Probably given as stauderi Reverdin by Brandt (1939) and as orienta-

lis Reverdin by Wiltshire (1956) for Kuh Barfi.

Erynnis marloyi (Boisduval, 1834)

Described by Koliar (1849) as Thanaos rustan. The holotype cf bears

the label "Shiraz, Charap". Reported by Brandt (1939) from Shiraz and
Sine Safid and by Wiltshire (1956) for Kuh Barfi. We collected 5 cTcf,

6 9? in Dasht e Arzhan biot. 1 & 2, road Shiraz-Ardakan, Barm e Firuz,

Kuh Borenjan (Serra Tscheng) 2000 m.

Gegenes nostrodamus (Fabricius, 1793)

Reported from Shiraz and Sine Safid (Brandt, 1939), we collected

a Single cf in Sisakht.
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