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Abstract 

The scientific community honored Peter Ax in the obituaries as a outstanding pioneer of phylogenetic systematics in Germany 
who contributed with his so-called ‘Göttinger Schule’ significantly to the development of the principals of systematization according 
to Willi Hennig (s. Hennig 1950, 1966) in theory and practice. He thereby created conditions for the acceptance of this systematics 
approach in science as well as in academic education (Schaefer 2013, Xylander 2013a,b, Bartoloaeus 2014, Reise 2014, Schmidt-
Rhaesa 2014, Westheide 2014).

Besides his merits in establishing phylogenetic systematics Peter Ax (Fig. 1) also was taxonomist, zoologist, morphologist and 
marine biologist. He was a gifted academic teacher, author of several text books, editor-in-chief of various scientific journals and 
monographs. This contribution reflects his biography and important phases of his scientific work. It will also consider turning points 
in his research focus and stress out his contribution for zoology in Germany and internationally.                      
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