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Fibigeriana I.
The Vartian Collection

Part I. Noctuoidea

The newly established book series, the Fibigeriana, is devoted to publish the fundamental 
achievements of the so-called traditional lepidopterology, as well as syntheses emphasizing 
the concreteness of analytical data and plain analytical papers providing interlocking materials 
for futurę syntheses what we hope to activate. One of the major aims and important missions 
of the Heterocera Press is to publish the taxonomically revised historical Lepidoptera collecti­
ons preserved in museums. These unique and significant collections serve as reference materi­
ał of various zoogeographical regions, and substantiation of the former diversity of habitats 
might be transformed or even disappeared sińce then.
The first item of the Fibigeriana is the catalogue of the Noctuoidea materiał of the Vartian col­
lection, containing the families Notodontidae, Nolidae, Erebidae (which includes as subfamili- 
es, besides the “traditional” Catocalinae and Ophiderinae, all Lymantriinae and Arctiinae) and 
the sensu stricto Noctuidae, the trifine noctuids. This is the first ever published such issue, an 
encyclopaedia and identification guide of the western and Central Asiatic fauna with special 
reference to Iran and Afghanistan.
The first section of the book is bilingual, introducing Eva Vartian and her lepidopterological ac- 
tivity in English and German. The scientific part comprises the annotated list of the type-ma- 
terial, the revised checklist of the Noctuoidea collection - mean altogether 3009 species-level 
taxa belonging to 673 genera-, the life-size colour images of all distinguished taxa of the su- 
perfamily on 152 colour plates and a number of black and white and colour images illustrating 
the curriculum, the expeditions and the descriptions of 10 new species and a new subspeci- 
es.
The book is warmly recommended to all Professional and non-professional lepidopterists who 
are devoted to maintain and develop collections and are intended to study the extreme diver­
sity of the Near and Middle East.
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The first volume of the Vartian 
Collection catalogue can serve 
as a handbook for the taxonomic 
and faunistical studies of wes­
tern and Central Asia.
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