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MARSHALL (1916) referred 26 species to genus L e p to m ia s  FST., and put generic names 
H e te ro m ia s  FST., P a tis o m ia s  FST. and P ia z o m ia s  LACD. (part) as its synonyms. Later on, 
GÜNTHER & ZUMPT (1933) added C n e o rrh in u s  REDTENB. also in the list of synonyms of 
L e p to m ia s  FST. ASLAM (1961) revalidated P a ris o m ia s  FST., reshuffled the position of a 
few species and described number of a new species under the restricted L e p to m ia s  FST. 
in this manner, as many as 32 species were put under genus L e p to m ia s  FST.

The authors have studied 11 species of this genus during their detailed studies on the sub­
family Brachyderinae under two PL-480 projects between 1976—1986. Out of these, 5 are 
already known Indian species and remaining 6 are new species. Out of the later group, 
5 species have already been reported (GANDHI & PAJNI, 1987a, 1987b; PAJNI & GANDHI, 
1987). The present communication deals with the description of another new species. The 
holotypes/paratypes of all the known species have been studied in the British Museum of 
Natural History, London and Indian Museums in Delhi, Dehradun and Calcutta.

O b s e r v a t i o n s

The genus L e p to m ia s  FST., as presently understood, is characterized by enclosed corbels, 
short metasternum and the long second abdominal sternite. It belongs to the tribe Tany- 
mecini which is characterized by the presence of vibrissae on the an tero-lateral margins 
of pro thorax.

Leptomias dilatipes sp. n. (Figs. 1—2)

Head piceous, finely punctate, striolate; irons striolate, aciculate, with a narrow central 
furrow, covered with pale brown scales and depressed setae. Eyes black, rounded and 
prominent. Rostrum piceous, as long as broad, parallel laterally,- upper surface striolate 
and shallowly punctate, with a broad central furrow; scrobe deep, touching front margin 
of eye,- mandible scar projecting; mentum with 2 setae. Antennae pale red, slender, 
covered with a pale white pubescence and a whorl of setae; scape abruptly clavate, 
reaching middle of eye; funicle with two basal joints almost equal, 3—7 about equal; club 
ovate.
Prothorax piceous, almost as broad as long, rounded laterally, broadest about middle, 
apex slightly narrower than base; upper surface coarsely granulate and shallowly punctate, 
with a shallow central stria; pattern formed by pale brown scales, spatulate and sub- 
recumbent setae. Scutellum indistinct. Thoracic sterna piceous, covered with brown scales 
and suberect setae; fore coxae contiguous, nearer to anterior margin of prosternum; meta­
sternum equal to diameter of mid coxae.
Elytra fuscous, broadest behind middle, basal margin subtruncate, gently sloping down 
from near base to margins, apices jointly rounded; surface convex, shallowly punctato- 
-striate, punctures almost indistinct behind, intervals broad; pattern formed by pale brown
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Fig. 1: Adult Of 
Leptomias 
dilatipes sp. n.

scales having coppery reflection, spatulate and suberect setae. Legs piceous, slender, 
covered with sparse brown scales and suberect setae,- front femora thick; hind tibiae with 
apical and expanded angularly on external side, corbels enclosed; tarsus with' joint 1 longer 
than 2; claws connate.
Abdomen fuscous, with intercoxal process subangulate, covered with fine and short setae; 
visible sternite 2 equal to 3 and 4 together, separated from 1 by an angulated furrow, 
effaced in middle; apical sternite narrowly rounded.

F e m a l e  g e n i t a l i a  with coxites much longer than broad (7 :2), sparsely setose; 
styli longer than broad and beset with 2 setae at apex; spiculum ventrale sclerotized and 
elongated, much dilated at base, densely setose; spermatheca with cornu narrowly pointed; 
ramus broadly rounded, distinct and at level with collum.

M e a s u r e m e n t s :  9: Length of body 6.5—6.8 mm. Width of body 2.5—2.7 mm. Length 
of rostrum 0.7—0.8 mm. Width of rostrum 0.7—0.8 mm.

H o l - o t y p e  : 9: Uttar Pradesh, Kumoan hills, Khati (on wild vegetation), 2. 10. 1973, 
Ghorpade. — P a r a t y p e  : 9 : same data as holotype. Holotype deposited in Entomo­
logy Section of Forest Research Institute, Dehradun.

R e m a r k s  : Although showing some similarity with L. verrucicollis FST., the present 
species is very different from the same in its rusty red coloration, striolate head and long 
scape exceeding middle of eye. Moreover, the species is unique in having the tips of hind 
tibiae prominently dilated externally.
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Fig. 2: L e p to m ia s  d ila tip es  sp. n., 
female genitalia.
Abbreviations : COL — collum, COR — 
cornu, COX — coxites, RAM — ramus, 
SD — spermathecal duct, ST — stylus, 
8S — 8th sternum, SV — spiculum 
ventrale, VAG — vagina.
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