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Spiders from Corsica III
Redescription of Lepthyphantes longiseta SIMON, 1884 

from the Tartagine Forest
(Arachnida, Araneae: Linyphiidae)
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Abstract. A detailed redescription is given for Lepthyphantes longiseta SIMON, 1884 based 
on material collected in the Tartagine Forest, Corsica. The data available for that species 
are summarized and its relationships are discussed.

For nearly a century Lepthyphantes longiseta was known only from the type locality, 
Corsica in the Mediterranean. In 1979 BRIGNOLI reported on a single female of that 
species from Elba, extending its known range to Italy. During a short field trip to Corsica 
in 1984 the senior author found some specimens of L. longiseta in leaf litter between rocks 
in the Tartagine forest. This made it possible to give a detailed redescription of both male 
and female.

Lepthyphantes longiseta SIMON, 1884 (Figs. 1—8)

Lepthyphantes longiseta SIMON, 1884, Arachn. de France 5 (2), 304—305, figs. 66—67 (<39) 
Lepthyphantes longiseta: SIMON, 1929, Arachn. de France 6 (3), 602, 735 (key, note) 
Lepthyphantes longiseta: BRIGNOLI, 1979, Quad. Mus. Speleol. "V Rivera" 5 (10), 19—20, 

fig. 35 (9)
Lepthyphantes longiseta: BRIGNOLI, 1985, Mem. Mus. Civ. St. Nat. Verona (II Ser.), Sez. 

Biol., 4: 55 (note)

M a t e r i a l  4 <3(5, 1 9, deposited as follows. — 2(56, Coll. MÜLLER; 2 66, 1 9, Staat­
liches Museum für Tierkunde Dresden; Forêt de Tartagine, leaf litter, June 1984.

D i a g n o s i s  L. longiseta is characterized by the shape of the paracymbium, embolus 
and lamella, as well as by the shape of the epigynum.

D e s c r i p t i o n ,  6: Total length 1.7 mm. Prosoma 0.78 mm long, 0.62 mm wide. Prosoma, 
chelicerae, gnathocoxae and legs yellowish to yellow-orange. Sternum grey. Opisthosoma 
grey to dark grey with epigastric furrow whitish. One male with some light grey transverse 
stripes on dorsum of opisthosoma. Anterior margin of fang furrow of chelicerae with 3 
large teeth, posterior margin with 4 small teeth. Stridulating file rather dense. Tibiae I—IV 
with dorsal spines. Tibia I with a pro- and retrolateral spine, tibia II with a retrolateral 
spine. All metatarsi with a dorsal spine. Tm I 0.17 Leg measurements (mm)

Fe Pt Ti Mt T Total

I 1.15 0.28 1.13 0.99 0.66 4.31
II 1.05 0.27 1.00 0.90 0.58 3.80
III 0.90 0.24 0.79 0.74 0.46 3.13
IV 1.07 0.23 1.09 0.98 0.60 3.97
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G e n i t a l  m o r p h o l o g y  Convex margin of paracymbium with strong, toothlike 
apophysis directed against tibia. Lamella narrow and very long, with several slender pro­
cesses. At its base a well curved projection (Fig. 4). The longer part of the lamella bi­
partite distally, with some denticulations.

9': In general habitus and size quite similar to (3- Leg measurements:

Fe Pt Ti Mt T Total

I 1.05 0.26 1.01 0.90 0.64 3.85
II 1.01 0.26 0.60 0.83 0.56 3.26
III 0.86 0.22 0.70 0.70 0.45 2.93
IV 1.06 0.23 0.96 0.91 0.56 3.72

Tm I 0.16,



Müller & HEIMER: Spiders from Corsica (III)

Figs. 5 - 8 : Lepthyphantes longiseta SIMON, 1884 . 5 : <5, distal part of bulb viewed from 
different angles; 6: 9', epigynum, ventral view with detail of distal part of scapus; 7: 9, 
epigynum, lateral view with detail of distal part of scapus; 8: 9, vulva, dorsal.
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G e n i t a l  m o r p h o l o g y  Scapus of epigynum very long, its margins parallel-sided, 
widened at base. Distal part of scapus with pair of spoon-like excavations near duct 
openings.

R e m a r k s  L. longiseta is a member of the pallidus group. It seems to be more closely 
related with Lepthyphantes angustiformis SIMON, 1884 from Corsica and Sardinia. Both 
species share the very long, distally bipartite lamella of the ¿5 palp (SIMON, 1884: 306, 
figs. 68—69). BRIGNOLI (1985: 55) pressumes that L. longiseta may be troglophilous.
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