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Abstract

The current knowledge about the
European pond turtle Emys orbicularis
(L.) in Hungary is summarized. Although
large self-sustaining populations still seem
to exist, E. orbicularis is more and more
exposed to a decreasing availabilty of sui-
table habitats. Detailed autecological stu-
dies are missing. In recent years, several
conservation and monitoring programs

were initiated for this protected species.
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Taxonomy

Fig. 1: i R
Dark-coloured male from the Boronka )
landscape protection area, Duna-Dravy

National Park

(Photo: B. UsvaAri).

Morphology

Fig. 2:

Distribution of Emys orbicularis in ok
Hungary, modified after Bako et al.

(1992). Open squares represent “old”

(up to 1970), filled squares "new"” or

“newly confirmed” (after 1970)
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Fig. 3:

Basking European pond turtle in its
habitat at Dubas, Kiskunsag National
Park

(Photo: Z. KORsOS).

Fig. 4:

Adult female
Emys orbicula-
ris from Dabas,
Kiskunsag
National Park
(photo A. GOr).
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Habits and ecological aspects Fig. 5). R 99

Fig. 5: MOTE &

Hatchling, photographed early May at ) : _ ety _

Dabas, Kiskunsag National Park FASE : & i \ A 5 2
(Photo: Z. Korsos). riod ot | T ts from mid-A

Fig. 6:
Mating European pond turtles photo- Pi & H 997) recorded activ Iredators . wger
graphed in situ at Dabas, Kiskunsag aond tortl & Ba 3 Mar
National Park. Note reddish iris of
male

(Photo: A. Gor)
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No other birds, such as crows (Corvus spp.)
have been reported as predators of pond turt-
les (as suggested by ROSSLER [1999] for an
Austrian population) in the Hungarian litera-

ture.

Conservation

Like all other reptile species native to
Hungary, E. orbicularis is protected by law. Its
"theoretical value” (i.e. the penalty to be paid
when harming a single specimen) increased to
HUF 10,000 (approximately ATS 555) in
1993 (source: Magyar Kozlony 1993/36. "A
kornyezetvédelmi és teriiletfejlesztési minisz-
ter 12/1993. (I111.31.) KTM rendelete a védertt
és fokozotran védett névény- és 4llatfajo-
krél...”). While this law protects individual
wurtles it offers no protection against habitat
destruction or alteration (cf. CORBETT 1989).

The European pond turtle mainly became
endangered due to the disappearance of wet-
lands (KORSOS 1997). BALDI et al. (1995), on
the basis of a ranking system developed after
MILLSAP et al. (1990), list E. orbicularis among
the 74 most vulnerable terrestrial vertebrates
in need of specific conservation action. Howe-
ver, PECHY & HARASZTHY (1997) believe that
there is no need for such action (apart from
the protecting of habitats), because the popu-
lation as a whole is self-sustaining. With the
permission of the National Authority for
Nature Conservation of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, specimens were recently exported to
Slovakia for a re-introductory project. Also
WWE-Austria released a number of confisca-
ted pond turtles illegally imported from Hun-
gary (M. ROSSLER in litt.).

Current projects

The "Toad Action Group” declared 1999
the "Year of the European Pond Turtle”.
However, no actual work was carried out, eit-
her because the fund-raising efforts were
unsuccessful or the available financial resour-
ces were soon depleted (R.B. SALLAI pers.
comm.). A mapping program initiated by the
same group, supposedly logistically supported
by "Nymphaea Egyesiilet” (= society), Tirke-
ve, has the task to investigate the River Ipoly,

Lake Velence, the Hortobsgy-Berettys regi-
ons, as well as the Koros river system. The aim
is to identify egg-laying sites, to pinpoint pos-
sible sources of danger to the individual popu-
lations, and to set up educational projects.

Another program started 1998 by the
Hungarian Ornithological and Conservation
Society, Budapest, provided initial financial
support for the location of suitable habitats
and viable populations of European pond turt-
les in the Fertd-Hansdg National Park, parti-
cularly in the vicinity of lake Fertd (= Neu-
siedlersee), but this project could not be con-
tinued in the subsequent year.

Studies conducted in the framework of the
PHARE project No. HU 9203-W1/7/1992
"National Biodiversity Monitoring System”,
should concentrate on mapping at the country
or regional level, and support local monitoring
of populations inhabiting selected ponds,
observation of individuals, and basking,
nesting and overwintering sites (KORSOS
1997).
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Zusammenfassung

Der gegenwirtige Kenntnisstand tiber die
Europiische Sumpfschildkréte in Ungarn wird
zusammengefasst. Obwohl grofie, lebensfihige
Populationen existieren, nimmt der Lebens-
raum von E. orbicularis zunehmend ab. In den
vergangenen Jahren initiierten mehrere
Naturschutz- und Monitorprogramme MaB-
nahmen zum Schutz dieser bedrohten Tierart.
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