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On the Aradidae - fauna of Greece CHeteroptera)
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ABSTRACT The literature between 1859 and 1988 reports only 13 species of Aradidae (10 
Aradus, 2 Qui In us, 1 Brachyrhynchus) from Greece to date. Two of them are to be deleted 
from the list due to misidentification (Quilnus discedens Hv.) and synonymy 
(Brachyrhynchus basalis Fieb.). Now additional faunistical data for 10 species can be given 
and one more species (Aneurus laevis laevis F.) is recorded as new to the Greek fauna.

IZVLEČEK - O GRŠKI FAVNI STENIC IZ  FAM. A RAD IDAE  (HETEROPTERA) - V 
literaturi iz obdobja 1859 do 1988 je za Grčijo navedenih samo 13 vrst aradid (10 rodu 
Aradus, 2 Quiinus, 1 Brachyrhynchus). Od teh je dve vrsti potrebno brisati iz seznama zaradi 
napačne določitve ((Quilnus discedens Hv.) in sinonimi je (Brachyrhynchus basalis Fieb.). V 
prispevku so navedeni novi favnistični podatki za 10 vrst in ena vrsta ( Aneurus laevis laevis
F.) je nova za favno Grčije.

Introduction

Due to its geographical situation and the differentiated topography 
Greece comprises some of the zoogeographically most interesting areas of 
the Balkan Peninsula. The present knowledge of the Heteroptera-fauna of 
Greece in general and that of the family Aradidae in particular is still 
comparatively poor.

According to data from the literature, there are 13 species of Aradidae 
belonging to 3 genera known to date. But those data are mostly without 
precise localities and their source remains unknown, but once published 
they have been repeated by succeeding authors. The following table 
presents a review of the literature data.
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BAERENSPRUNG 1859 ★
CHICOTE 1882 • •
REUTER 1884 ★ ★ ★

REUTER 1891 • ★ • •
LETHIERRY & SEVERIN 1896 0
PUTON 1899 O o o O 0
OSHANIN 1912 O o o o
STICHEL 1938 o o O o O O o o
BEIER & WAGNER 1956 •
STICHEL 1957 o o o O o o O o o
JOSIFOV 1958 •
JOSIFOV 1959 •
JOSIFOV 1970 o o o o ooo o o
DETHIER 1976 • •
DROSOPOULOS 1980 o o o 0 o o O o o
HEISS 1983 •
HEISS & GUNTHER 1986 •
JOSIFOV 1986 o ooo oo ooo o o o
VASARHELYI 1988 ★•

Table 1: Sjmopsis of published records of Aradidae from Greece.
* description based on Greek material; o only general indication "Greece" 
given; •  locality indicated

Note 1/ This taxon was described as betulae var. simulans Rt. and has been given 
subspecific rank by some later authors. Today it is recognised as a mere synonym of betulae, 
as the differences described range within the variability of the species.

Note 2/ Aradus conspicuus (crenatus auct.) var. nigrcscens Rt. is also without 
nomenclatorial importance and only represents a colour variation within the variability of the 
species.
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Note 3/ Quilnus discedens Hv. was first reported by JOSIFOV, 1959, from the island of 
Thasos. The specimen was reinvestigated and it proved to be Qu. parvicoilis Stal. Therefore, 
it is to be deleted from the list although it may occur in Greece as well.

Note 4/ Brachyrhynchus basalis Fieb., 1861 has been described on material from 
"Andalusia" in Spain. LETHIERRY & SEVERIN, 1899: 42 mentioned Greece referring to 
PUTON, 1886: 35, but there is no such reference for this country. Later, this published 
reference for Greece was repeated, but I was unable to trace the source of it. A female 
specimen kept under this name in Puton’s collection (Mus. Paris) could be examined and 
corresponds well to Fiebers description and might belong to the original series. This 
specimen belongs to and is synonymous with one of the oriental species of the B. crenatus - 
hispidus group. As it is obviously a case of wrong locality labels (or simply introduced to 
Spain) it is to be deleted from the European fauna.

Faunistical survey

The following faunistical data comprise the few detailed references from 
the literature and in addition, also data of material which has been 
collected or its determination has been checked by the author.

1/ Aradus betulae (L.) Recorded as "varius F." (=betulae L.) from Parnass, 
lg. Krueper, REUTER, 1882; description of betulae var. simulans from 
Aetolia, REUTER, 1884; Kephallinia Mt. Aenos, 1350 m under bark of Abies
1 cf 1 Q 14 L, 31 III 71 lg. Hauser, DETHIER, 1976; to be veryfied, might be 
pictus Baer.

Pindos, Smolikas 2000 m, 3 q 2 L, 1 - 10 VIII 81 lg. Mühle in coll. He.

2/ Aradus brenskei Reut. Description from Morea (= Peloponnisos), 
Cumani, 1 cf 1 9 lg. Brenske, REUTER, 1884.

Pendayi 380 35’ N, 220 5’ O, 900 m, 2 cT lg. Aspöck, Rausch & Hüttinger,
4 VI 69, coll. He; Makedonia, Oros Vermio Rodohori, cTcfQQ 2 VII 82, lg. 
Rieger in div. coll.; 20 km E Mikrolimni (Fiorina), under loose bark of 
Populus, VIII 86, lg. et coll. He.

3/ Aradus cinnamomeus Panz. Island of Crete, Thrypti-Afendis at 1000 m 
on Pin us brutia, cfcTçç 24 VI 3 V 80 lg. et coll. He, HEISS, 1983.

Mikrolimni on young living Pin us, cTcFqq VIII 86, lg. et coll. He; Limni 
Vegoritis, east side, some specimens under the same conditions, VIII 86 He.

4/ Aradus conspicuus H. S. Description of dilatatus var. nigricans Rt. 
from Morea, Divri under bark of Abies cephalonica, VII, and citation of 
"dilatatuš' (= synonym of conspicus) from Attika, REUTER, 1891.

Morea and Attika lg. Oertzen, specimens in Mus. Amsterdam vid. He; 
Pindos, Smolikas 2000 m, 1 9 3 L, 1 10 VIII 81, lg. Mühle in coll. He; 20
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km E Mikrolimni under loose bark of Populus, 2 cf VIII 86, lg. et coll. He; 
Fiorina 1 cf, 25 V 88 lg. Freude in coll. He.

5/ Aradus flavicornis Dalm. Crete, Sisses at light, cf cf 9 Q VII IX 77, lg. 
Malicky in coll. He and Günther, HEISS & GÜNTHER, 1986.

Mt. Athos IX 67, 1 9 lg. Wellschmied, coll. He; Mikrolimni at light, 1 9
VIII 86 lg. et coll. He; Pelop. Monemvasia 1 cf 1 9 at light, VII VIII 86 in
coll. Rieger.

6/ Aradus krueperi Rt. Description based on 1 9 from Aetolia lg. 
Krueper, REUTER 1884; Attika nr. Athens under bark of Quercus, 
REUTER, 1891.

Pelop. Vasilaki on Quercus, 1 cf 2 9 3 L, lg. Bouver in coll. Rieger;
Larissa, Mt. Ossa, 1 cf 1 9 V 88, lg. Miihle in coll. He.

7/ Aradus obtectus Vas. This species has been described only recently and 
was mixed with pictus Baer. The following records are from Greece: 2 cf 2 
9 Morea, Cumani lg. Brenske in Mus. Helsinki and Mus. Budapest; 1 cf 
Kephallinia lg. Paganetti; 1 cf 1 9 Zagradenjy Drama 15 IX 86 in coll. He, 
VÄSÄRHELYI, 1988.

8/ Aradus pictus Baer. Description of pictus from "Graecia, Parnas", 
BAERENSPRUNG, 1859; Attica lg. Krueper, CHICOTE, 1882; Attika on 
Pin us haleppensis, Parnassos, Euboea, REUTER, 1891; the record from 
Kephallinia Mt. Ainos on Abies cephalonica as "varius F." (= betulae L.) 
refers most probably to pictus, as this species is the only one of the 
"betulae"- group feeding on Pin us, REUTER, 1891; Kephallinia Mt. Ainos V 
29, Pelop. Voidia V 29 lg. Beier, BEIER & WAGNER, 1956; specimens from 
old collections have been checked by Vâsârhelyi from "Parnass", under bark 
of Picea, "Graecia Parnas" and "Anavriti, Ellas", VÄSÄRHELYI, 1988.

Pelop., Lakonia, Anavriti 950 1120 m, 1 cf X, 76 coll. He; Pelop.
Erimanthos 800 m, 1 9 23 VIII 81, lg. Osella in coll. He; Euboea Dirphys 
1000 m, 1 cf 2 9 5 L, lg. Sette coll. Mus. Verona and He; Parnass Dr. Eger 
87, 1 cf coll. He; Pelop. Lakonia on Pinus nigra, in coll. Mus. Amsterdam, vid. 
He; Pelop. Mega Spileo 1 cf III 79 in coll. Rieger; Pendayi 380 35’ N, 220 5’
O, 900 m, 1 9 4 VI 86 lg. Aspöck, Rausch & Hüttinger in coll. He.

Old records reported from Pinus or Picea are most probably the real 
pictus, otherwise the specimens might also belong to obtectus Vas., which 
should be verified.

9/ Aradus ribauti Wgn. Delta of Nestos (Mesta) river in Northern 
Greece, XI 42 lg. Vishodzevski, JOSIFOV, 1958.
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10/ Aradus versicolor H. S. Pelop. Kalavrita gorge under Pia tan us, 3 VI 
71 and Epirus, Polidroson 20 km N Neraida, 1 9 lg. Hauser, DETHIER, 1976.

Delphi 2 cTcf VIII 58, lg. Eckerlein, coll. Mus. Gefie’ve, vid. He; "Graecia" 1 
9 in Mus. Helsinki, vid. He.

11/ Quilnus parvicollis Stal. Literature data are without localities. Thasos 
X 42, 1 cT lg. Vishodzevski, reported as Qu. discendens Hv., JOSIFOV, 1959.

Parnass V 66, 1 cT lg. Saunders in coll. Mus. Prague, vid. He; Karpathos 2 
99 IV 64, lg. Pieper in coll. Eckerlein, vid. He; Pelop. Olympia on decaying 
Pinus, 2 9 lg. Bouwer III 80, in coll. Niehuis, vid. He; Pelop. Mega Spileo 1 d"
1 9 lg. Niehuis in coll. Rieger and He; Pindos, Smolikas, 1 cT 1 9 lg. Niehuis 
in coll. Rieger.

12/ Aneurus laevis laevis (F.) Makedonia, Aridea nr. Edessa on Fagus and 
Quercus VIII 86, lg. et coll. He; Thessalia, Larissa Mt. Ossa, 2 c? 3 9
23 V 87, lg. Brachat in coll. He.

This is a new record from Greece.

Summary: As 26 valid species of Aradidae are reported from the Balkan 
Peninsula by JOSIFOV, 1986: 80, it can be expected that future intensive 
collecting will raise the number of Aradidae from Greece too. The few 
available data are not yet sufficient for a zoogeographical analysis.
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Map 1: Presently known distribution of Aradidae in Greece. The numbers 
correspond to those of the faunistical list given in the text.
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