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Historische Classe.

S itz u n g  v o m  4. M ärz 1893.

H e r r  D o v e  h ie l t  e in e n  V o r t r a g :

„ B e m e r k u n g e n  z u r  G e s c h i c h t e  d e s  d e u t s c h e n  

V o l k s n a m e n s . “

D ie  G e s c h ic h t e  d es d e u ts c h e n  V o lk s n a m e n s  is t  v o n  d e r  

n e u e r e n  W is s e n s c h a ft  v ie l fa c h  b e h a n d e l t  w o r d e n  u n d  l ie g t  

in  ih r e n  G r u n d z ü g e n  k la r  z u  T a g e .  D e r  g e r m a n is t is c h e n  

S p r a c h fo r s c h u n g , an ih r e r  S p it z e  J a c o b  G r im m , v e r d a n k e n  

w ir  d ie  e t y m o lo g is c h e  E r k l ä r u n g :  d e u ts c h , t h e o d is k 1) ,  A d je c -  

t iv  a b g e le i t e t  v o n  th e o d  =  V o l k ,  b e d e u te t  a p p e l la t iv :  zu m  

V o lk e  g e h ö r ig ,  a ls o  v o lk s m ä s s ig  o d e r  v o lk s t h ü m l ic h ;  a u f  d ie  

S p r a c h e  a n g e w a n d t  —  a ls  T h e o d is k a , d ie  V ö lk is c h e ,  m it  im  

A ltd e u ts c h e n  m ö g l i c h e r  A u s la s s u n g  v o n  Z u n g e  o d e r  S p r a c h e

—  b e z e ic h n e t  es m it h in  e tw a s , w a s  w ir  in  d e m  e in e n  o d e r  

a n d e re n  S in n e  d ie  V o lk s s p r a c h e  n e n n e n  w ü r d e n . U n d  e b e n  

in  d ie se r  b e s o n d e r e n  B e z ie h u n g  fin d e n  w ir  das W o r t ,  u n d  

z w a r  in  la t in is ir te r  G e s ta lt  in  d e m  A u s d r u c k  T h e o d is c a  l in g u a , 

zu erst in  d e n  s p ä te re n  J a h r e n  K a r ls  d es  G ro s s e n  —  n a c h  

7 8 8  —  z u r  in d iv id u e l le n  C h a r a k te r is t ik  d e r  V o lk s s p r a c h e  

g e r m a n is c h e r  A b k u n f t  im  F r a n k e n r e ic h , im  G e g e n s ä tz e  zu m

1) Ich  w ä h le  a b s ich t lich  h ie r  w ie  sp ä te r  in  d er  R e g e l d ie  ä lte ste  

ü b erlie ferte  F orm . —  V g l .  J. G rim m , D eu tsch . G ra m m . I3 E in le itu n g  

S. 10 ff .; G esch . d. d eu tsch . Sp r. 3 S. 545 IV.

1 8 9 3 . P h i l o s . - p l i i l o l .  u .  h i s t .  C I .  2 . 1 4
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L a t e in  o d e r  a u c h  z u m  R o m a n is c h e n  g e b r a u c h t .  I c h  b e to n e  

s o g l e i c h ,  d a ss  a u c h  d a s  d e u ts c h e  W o r t  T h e o d is k a  an  s ich  

s c h o n  v o r  s o lc h e r  L a t in is ir u n g  in  b e s t ä n d ig e r ,  m e h r  o d e r  

w e n ig e r  la n g jä h r ig e r  A n w e n d u n g  a u f  e in  u n d  d e n s e lb e n  

G e g e n s ta n d  s ic h  z u m  E ig e n n a m e n  e b e n  d ie s e r  b e s t im m t e n  

S p r a c h e  v e r d ic h t e t  h a b e n  m u s s te . A n d e r e n fa l ls  h ä tte  m a n  

es j a  n ic h t  u n m it t e lb a r  in s  L a t e in  h e r ü b e r g e n o m m e n ; b e i 

d e m  v ö l l i g  d u r c h s i c h t ig e n  a p p e lla t iv e n  S in n e  d es  W o r t e s  

th e o d is k  h ä tte  m a n  e in fa c h  z u r  U e b e r s e t z u n g  d u r c h  l in g u a , 

se i es g e n t i l i s ,  se i es v u lg a r is  —  j e  n a c h  d e m , w a s  u n te r  

d e m  n u r  fü r  u n s d o p p e ls in n ig e n  A u s d r u c k  V o lk s s p r a c h e  

e ig e n t l i c h  v e rs ta n d e n  w e r d e n  s o l l t e  —  g e g r i f fe n .

F ü r  d ie  w e ite r e  E n t w ic k lu n g  v o m  E n d e  d es  8 . b is  in s  

1 1 . u n d  1 2 . J a h r h u n d e r t  h a t  d ie  Q u e l le n fo r s c h u n g  d e r  H is t o 

r ik e r  —  ic h  n e n n e  v o r  a lle n  W a i t z ,  D ü m m le r ,  G ie s e b r e c h t , 

K ö p k e 1)  —  d ie  B e le g e  g e s a m m e lt  u n d  e r lä u te r t . M a n  e n t 

n im m t  d a r a u s  o h n e  M ü h e  e tw a  f o lg e n d e s  B i ld .  N o c h  5 0  J a h r e  

l a n g ,  b is  z u m  T o d e  L u d w ig s  d es  F r o m m e n , is t  a u s s ch lie s s 

l i c h  v o n  d e u ts c h e r  Z u n g e  d ie  R e d e ; a) n o c h  g e r a u m e  Z e it ,

1) W a itz  im  V . B a n d e  d er  V e r fa s su n g sg e sch ich te  S. 8 ff., 124 ff., 

w o m it  d ie  „A n m e r k u n g  ü b er  d ie  N a m e n  G erm a n en  u n d  D e u ts c h e “ 

im  I. Bd. zu v e r g le ic h e n ; D ü m m le r  in  d er  G e sch ich te  des o s t frä n 

k is ch e n  R e ich s , s. R e g is te r  u n ter  „D e u ts c h 11; G ie se b re ch t  im  I. B d. 

d er  K a is e r g e s c h ic h te , R ü c k b lic k  n e b s t  N o t e ;  K ö p k e  in  dem  von  

D ü m m le r  e rg ä n z te n  E x cu rse  „B a rb a r i u n d  T e u t o n ic i “ , J a h rb ü ch e r  d er  

d eu tsch e n  G e s c h ic h t e : K a is er  O tto  d. G r. —  D a n eb en  is t  n o ch  zu 

b ra u ch e n  das ä lte re  V e rz e ich n is s  bei R ü lis , E r lä u te ru n g  d er  S ch r ift  

des T a c itu s  S. 100 ff.

2) U n te r  den  Z eu g n issen  des ersten  Ja h rh u n d erts , v on  78 8 — 888, 

b e g e g n e t  ausser  d er  r e g e lm ä s s ig e n  V e rb in d u n g  m it  l in g u a  a u ch  e in 

m a l —  im  ä lte sten  K a ta lo g  d er  R e ich e n a u e r  B ib lio th e k  v . J. 822 

(s. B eck er , c a ta lo g i  b ib lio th e ca ru m  a n tiq u i p . 8) — T h e o d is c a  a l le in : 

d e  ca rm in ib u s  T h e o d is c a e , im  en g s te n  A n sch lu ss  an d e n  d eu tsch en  

G eb ra u ch . D er  B ü c h e r k a ta lo g  v on  St. R iq u ie r  v . J . 831 (B eck er  

a. a. 0 .  p . 28) h a t  zu m  ersten m a l das sp ä te r  n o ch  e in m a l (im  T e s ta 

m en t des G ra fen  E k k a rd  v on  A u tu n ) w ie d e rk e h re n d e  in T h e o d is c o :
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m e h r  a ls  ein  J a h r h u n d e r t  d a n a c h , ü b e r w ie g t  w e n ig s te n s  d ie se  

V e r w e n d u n g  d es W o r t e s  d e u ts c h  j e d e  a n d e r e  b e i  w e ite m . 

A ls  r e in  fo r m a le  W a n d lu n g  is t  es d a b e i a n z u s e h e n , w e n n  v o n  

8 7 6  a b  a l lm ä h l ic h  im  la t e in is c h e n  G e b r a u c h  —  w ie  m a n  

m e in t ,  a u s b lo s s e r  a n t iq u a r is c h e r  S p ie le r e i  —  t h e o t o n ic u s ,  

t e u to n ic u s  a n  d ie  S te l le  v o n  th e o t is c u s , te u t is cu s  t r it t ,  o h n e  

je d o c h  b is  in s  11 . J a h r h u n d e r t  h in e in  d a s  le t z t e r e ,  d a s  an  

d em  le b e n d ig e n  d iu t is k , d iu t is c h  o d e r  i t a l ie n is c h  te d e s co  im m e r  

e in e n  R ü c k h a l t  h a tte , d u r c h a u s  z u  v e r d r ä n g e n . B e r e its  u m  

8 4 0  w a r  in d e ss  in  d e r  S c h r i f t  e in e s  d e u ts c h e n  G e le h r te n  an  

e in e r  S te lle  v o n  s p r a c h v e r g le ic h e n d e m  I n h a lt  d e r  a b g e k ü r z t e  

A u s d r u c k  T h e o t is c i  fü r  d ie  d e u ts c h  r e d e n d e n  M e n s c h e n  a u f 

g e t a u c h t ;  8 4 5  d ie n t  in  e in e r  o b e r i t a l is c h e n  U r k u n d e  T e u t is c i  

n e b e n  L a n g o b a r d i  o h n e  w e ite r e s  z u r  K e n n z e ic h n u n g  v o n  

L e u te n  d e u ts c h e r  H e r k u n f t  im  U n te r s c h ie d e  v o n  d e n  L o m 

b a rd e n . A u s  d e m  B e g r i f fe  d e r  S p r a c h g e n o s s e n s c h a ft  ist , w ie  

m a n  s ie h t , d ie  Id ee  d e r  N a t io n a l i t ä t  h e r v o r g e g a n g e n .  S e h r  

s p ä r l ic h  b le ib e n  in d e ss  n o c h  la n g e  d ie  S p u re n  d ie se r  W e n 

d u n g , e rs t  g e g e n  E n d e  des 9 . J a h r h u n d e r t s  b e g e g n e t  m a n  

ih n e n  ü b e r h a u p t  a u fs  n e u e . I n z w is c h e n  w ä h le n  d ie  h is to 

r is ch e n  B e r ic h te  z u r  U m s c h r e ib u n g  d e r  G e s a m m th e it  d e r  

r e c h ts r h e in is c h e n  S t ä m m e , w o  s ie  d ie se  n ic h t  l i e b e r  e in fa c h  

n e b e n  e in a n d e r  a u fz ä h le n , d ie  a n t ik is ir e n d e , g e o g r a p h is c h  g e 

d a c h te  B e z e ic h n u n g  G e r m a n i ,  w ä h r e n d  in  s ta a t l ic h e r  H in 

s ic h t  a u c h  im  ö s t l ic h e n  T h e i l r e i c h  d e r  f r ä n k is c h e  N a m e  n o c h  

in  u m fa s s e n d e r  G e l t u n g  w a lte t . E r s t  s e it  d e r  M it te  des 

10. J a h r h u n d e r ts  h ä u fe n  s ic h  n a c h  u n d  n a c h  d ie  E r w ä h 

n u n g e n  d e r  T h e o t is c i ,  T e u t o n i c i ,  T e u t o n e s ,  u n d  z w a r  v o r 

n e h m lic h  a n  o d e r  ü b e r  d e n  G r e n z e n , z u m a l a u f  it a l is c h e m  

B o d e n , d e m n ä c h s t  im  h a lb r o m a n is c h e n  L o t h r in g e n  o d e r  im  

s la v is ch e n  M a r k g e b ie t .  E s  e n t s p r ic h t  le d ig l i c h  d e r  re a le n

paasio dora in i in  T h e o d is c o ;  ein  W e is s e n b u r g e r  K a ta lo g  v o m  E nde 

des 0. J a h rh u n d erts  b r in g t :  e v a n g e liu m  th e o d is cu m  (ebd . p . 3 7 ); das 

A dv erb theot.isce zu erst b e i O tfr id  u m  808.

14*
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E n t w ic k l u n g  d e r  N a t io n  u n te r  d e m  E in flu s s  ä u s s e re r  u n d  

in n e r e r  P o l i t ik ,  w e n n  so  v o n  d e r  o t t o n is c h e n  K a is e r z e it  an 

d e r  d e u ts c h e  V o lk s n a m e  m e h r  u n d  m e l ir  a n  K r a f t  g e w in n t ,  

w e n n  e r  z u g le i c h  a u f  d a s  L a n d  u n d  in  s te ig e n d e r  C o n c u r r e n z  

m it  d e m  f r ä n k is c h e n  N a m e n  a u c h  a u f  R e ic h  u n d  K ö n i g  ü b e r 

t r a g e n  w ir d .  O h n e  Z w e i f e l  h a b e n  b e s o n d e r s  d ie  R ö m e r z ü g e  

f ö r d e r l i c h  d a z u  m i t g e w i r k t ,  a u f  d e n e n  R e is ig e  a u s  a lle n  

d e u ts c h e n  S tä m m e n  s ich  so  o f t  g e m e in s a m  a ls  T e d e s c h i  b e -  

g r iis s e n  h ö r t e n . A u f  d e r  a n d e r e n  S e ite  b l ie b  d o c h  b is  in  

d ie  T a g e  d e r  S t a u fe r  h in e in  d a s  E ig e n g e fü h l  d ie se r  S tä m m e  

v ie l  zu  s t a r k , a ls  dass im  B in n e n le b e n  d e r  H e im a th  d e r  

n a t io n a le  N a m e  zu  w i r k l i c h e r  H e r r s c h a f t  h ä t te  g e la n g e n  

k ö n n e n . F r e i l i c h  d a r f  m a n  au s d e m  S c h w e ig e n  d e r  S c h r i f t 

s t e l le r  n ic h t  a llz u  a b s p r e c h e n d  a u f  d ie  m ü n d l ic h e  R e d e  

s ch lie s s e n . U n te r  d e n  l i t e r a r is c h e n  D e n k m ä le r n  d e r  V o l k s 

s p r a c h e  s e lb s t  is t es a l le r d in g s  e rs t d ie  K a is e r c h r o n ik  aus 

d e r  M it te  d es 1 2 . J a h r h u n d e r t s ,  d ie  a u s d r ü c k l ic h  v o n  d en  

ü iu t i s c h e n  u n d  v o n  D ü t is k la n d  N o t i z  n im m t ;  a lle in  s ie  is t 

a u c h  das fr ü h e s te  d e u ts c h  g e s c h r ie b e n e  W e r k  v o n  g e s c h ic h t 

l i c h e m  C h a r a k te r , d e r  e in e n  A n la s s  b o t ,  d e r  N a t io n  u n d  des 

V a t e r la n d e s  z u  g e d e n k e n .

I n  d ie s e m  g a n z e n  H e r g a n g e  s te c k t  n u r  e in  e in z ig e s  

h is to r is c h e s  P r o b l e m ,  d ie s  a b e r  f r e i l i c h  v o n  h ö c h s t  b e f r e m 

d e n d e r  N a t u r :  w ie  n ä m lic h  ü b e r h a u p t  d e r  E ig e n n a m e  fü r  

e in e  b e s t im m te  V o lk s s p r a c h e  e n ts te h e n  k o n n t e  v o r  d e m  D a 

se in  e in e s  E ig e n n a m e n s  fü r  d a s  b e t r e f fe n d e  V o lk s t h u m  se lb s t , 

so  da ss  d en  Z e u g n is s e n  d e r  Q u e lle n  z u fo lg e  d e r  le t z te r e  s e in e r 

se its  au s d e m  e rs te re n  a b g e le i t e t  w e r d e n  m u s s te . D e n n  so  

e n ts c h ie d e n  je d e r z e i t  u n d  a l le r o r te n  d ie  S p r a c h e  fü r  d a s  v o r 

n e h m s te  K e n n z e ic h e n  e in es  V o lk s  in  d e r  n a t io n a le n  B e d e u t u n g  

d es  W o r t e s  g e g o l t e n  h a t, so  g e w is s  b le ib t  s ie  fü r  d ie  n a tü r 

l i c h e  A n s c h a u u n g  d o c h  im m e r  d essen  b lo s s e  E ig e n s c h a f t .  

U e b e r a l l  s o n s t  is t  d a h e r  d e r  V o lk s n a m e  fr ü h e r  d a , w ä h r e n d  

d e r  S p r a c h n a m e  so  o d e r  so  v o n  ih m  h e r s ta m m t. F ü r  d e n
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u m g e k e h r t e n  V e r l a u f ,  m it  d e m  w ir  es b e im  D e u ts c h e n  zu  

th u n  h a b e n , w ä r e  n u r  n o c h  e in e , ü b e r d ie s  s e h r  u n v o l ls t ä n d ig e  

A n a lo g ie  b e iz u b r in g e n . D ie  L a n g u e  d ’ o e  o d e r  L in g u a  o c c i t a n a , 

d ie  n e b e n  d e r  L a n g u e  d ’o ï l  o d e r  G a l l i c a n a  in  fr a n z ö s is c h e n  

U r k u n d e n  d e s  1 4 . J a h r h u n d e r ts  d ir e k t  z u r  B e z e ic h n u n g  des 

v o n  ih r  e in g e n o m m e n e n  G e b ie te s  b e n u tz t  w i r d ,1)  is t  h e r n a c h  

z u m  N a m e n  e in e r  L a n d s c h a ft  e r s t a r r t ; e in  ir g e n d  le b e n d ig e r  

V o lk s n a m e  h a t  s ic h  je d o c h  n ic h t  d a ra u s  e n t fa lte t . I m m e r h in  

m ö g e n  w ir  au s d ie s e m  B e is p ie l  d e n  W i n k  e n t n e h m e n , dass 

es s ic h  b e i  s o lc h e r  U r z e u g u n g  v o n  S p r a c h n a m e n  o h n e  g e n -  

t i le n  S ta m m  u m  e tw a s  w e s e n t l ic h  a n d e re s  h a n d e l t ,  a ls  u m  

e in e n  n a iv e n  P r o z e s s . D ie  N a m e n  L a n g u e  d ’o e  u n d  L a n g u e  

d ’ o ï l  s in d  P r o d u k t e  e in e r  b e w u s s t  v e r g le ic h e n d e n  B e t r a c h t u n g  

l i t e r a r is c h  m e r k w ü r d ig e r  I d io m e .2) D e r  G e d a n k e  l i e g t  n a h e , 

dass es m it  d e r  S c h ö p f u n g  des S p r a c h n a m e n s  T h e o d is k a  

ä h n l ic h e  B e w a n d tn is s  h a b e .

W i l l  m a n  d en  in  R e d e  s te h e n d e n  V o r g a n g  n o c h  d e u t 

l i c h e r  in  s e in e r  E ig e n a r t  e r k e n n e n , so  b r a u c h t  m a n  s ic h  n u r  

zu  v e r g e g e n w ä r t ig e n ,  w a s  im  g e w ö h n l i c h e n  L a u fe  d e r  D in g e  

h ä tte  g e s c h e h e n  m ü sse n . D ie  „O b e r r h e in is c h e n  S t ä m m e “ , w ie  

sie  v o m  g a l l is c h e n  S ta n d p u n k t  au s b e i  d e n  G e s c h ic h t s c h r e ib e r n  

d e r  M e r o v in g e r z e it  r e g e lm ä s s ig  s u m m a r is c h  g e n a n n t  w e r d e n ,3) 

o h n e  da ss  —  w ie  es ih r e r  lo s e n  A n g l ie d e r u n g  e n t s p r ic h t  —  

d e r  f r ä n k is c h e  N a m e  je m a ls  a u f  sie  e r s t r e c k t  w ü r d e  : sie  

w e r d e n  im  8 . J a h r h u n d e r t  e in e r  n a c h  d e m  a n d e re n  d u r c h  d ie  

g ro s s e n  K a r o l in g e r  d e m  R e ic h e  w ir k l ic h  e in v e r le ib t  u n d  v e r 

d ie n e n  s e ith e r  a ls  A n g e h ö r i g e  des r e g n u m  F r a n c o r u m  in  g e 

w isse m  S in n e  F r a n k e n  zu  h e is s e n . H ä t te  d a s  k a r o l in g is c h e  

F r a n k e n r e ic h  v o n  H a u s  a u s  le d i g l i c h  o d e r  d o c h  s ta rk  ü b e r 

w ie g e n d  g e r m a n is c h e  B e s t a n d t e i l e  e n t h a l t e n , so  w ä r e  d er

1) S. D u ca n g e -H e n sch e l s. v . lin g u a .

2) E b en so  d er  N a m e  S a n sk rit  u. d g l.  m .

3) G reg . T u r . IV , 4 9 ; 50 . —  F r cd e g . c. 3 8 ; 4 0 ; 87 . —  G esta  

F ran c, c. 5 ;  32.
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p o l i t is c h e  G e s a m m tn a m e  o h n e  Z w e i fe l  a u ch  a u f  d ie  D a u e r  

z u m  n a t io n a le n  g e w o r d e n ; d ie  g e s c h ic h t l i c h e  E n t w ic k lu n g  

d e s  S p r a c h n a m e n s  h ä tte  s ic h  d ie s e m  G a n g e  e in fa c h  a n g e 

s c h lo s s e n . S o  h a t  z. B . in  B r ita n n ie n  d e r  S p r a c h n a n ie  e n g 

l i s c h  d e n  S p r a c h n a m e n  s ä c h s is c h  ü b e r s c h a t t e t  u n d  e r s t ic k t , 

n a c h d e m  e in m a l d e r  V o lk s n a m e  d e r  A n g e l n  ü b e r  d e n  d e r  

S a c h s e n  in  d e r  G e s a m m ta u ffa s s u n g  d es n a t io n a le n  W e s e n s  

d en  S ie g  d a v o n g e t r a g e n .1)  A l le in  d ie  k a r o l in g i s c h e  M o n a r c h ie

1) Ich  red e  h ie r  v om  sä ch sisch en  N a m en  n ur in  d em  S inn  e in er

G e sa in m ts ta m m e sb e ze ich n u n g  fü r  d ie  w irk lich e n  S a ch sen  in  E n g la n d , 

d ie  B e v ö lk e r u n g  von  W e s s e x , Sussex u. s. w . Z u m  n a t io n a le n  G e- 

sa m m tn a m en  a u fz u s te ig e n  h a tte  d e rse lb e  d er  g e w a lt ig e n  M e h rh e it  d er  

A n g e ln  g e g e n ü b e r  w o h l n ie m a ls  A u ss ich t . V g l .  d a rü b er  F ree in a n  in 

d er  N o te  „U se  o f  th e  w o rd  E n g lis h “ (H ist, o f  th e  N o rm a n  co n q u e s t  I, 

A p p e n d ix ). In  d ie ser  H in s ich t  w a r  d ie  F ra g e  b e re its  zu B e d a ’s Z e it  

en tsch ied en , j a  d ie  E n ts ch e id u n g  sch on  in  den  T a g e n  G re g o rs  d. Gr. 

d e u t lich  a n g e b a h n t. D ie  S p u ren  e in es G eb ra u ch s  von  S a x on es , S a x o - 

n icu s , S a x o n ia  im  n a t io n a l u m fasse n d en  S in n e , s o w e it  d e ren  in la te i

n is ch  g e sch r ie b e n e n  Q u e llen  in  E n g la n d  se lb er  V o r k o m m e n ,  erk lä r t 

d er  e n g lis ch e  F o rsch e r  h a u p tsä ch lich  aus w e ls ch e n  E in flüssen , da  d ie  

B r iten  ih rerse its  ste ts  —  w ie  er  a n sp re ch e n d  v e rm u th e t , v o n  den  

T a g e n  d er  rein  sä ch s isch en  A n fä lle  im  4. J a h rh u n d ert h er  —  d ie  

N a t io n  ih rer  U e b e rw in d e r  m it  dem  S a ch sen n a m en  b e le g t  h a b en . D ie 

J a h rh u n d erte  h in d u rch  le b e n d ig e  G e ltu n g  des le tz te re n  in p a r t ik u 

la re r  B e d e u tu n g  b e s tr e ite t  a u ch  F reem a n  n ich t . A u f  sie  is t  es d o ch  

zu rü ck zu fü h ren , w en n  m a n  a u f dem  C on tin en t, fü r  den  d ie  S ach sen  

der  G e g e n k ü ste  im  V o r d e r g r ü n d e  v or  d en  A n g e ln  s ta n d e n , v om  7. 

b is  in s 9 . J a h rh u n d ert d ie  g e sa m m te  ü b ersee is ch e  N a t io n  b a ld  m it  

dem  e in e n , b a ld  m its  dem  a n d eren  N a m e n  b e le g te  o d e r  g le ich s a m  

u n sch lü ss ig  den  n eu tra le n  D o p p e ln a m e n  s c h u f , d er  erst  v ie l sp ä te r  

d rü b en  F uss fa s s te : A n g li-S a x o n e s , S a x o n e s -A n g li zu ers t b e i P au lu s, 

h ist . L a n g . IV , 2 2 ;  V , 3 7 ; V I , 1 5 ; E n g e lsa x o  in  d er  frä n k isch e n  V ita  

A lch u in i v on  c. 8 2 5 , c . 11. —  D er C o m p o s it io n  w a r  d ie  e in fa ch e  

A d d it io n  v o ra u s g e g a n g e n : in  g e n te  A n g lo ru m  et S a x on u m , s ch re ib t  

P a p s t  Z ach a ria s  74 8 an  B on ifa z . — S ä ch s is ch e  Z u n g e  n en n t B ed a , 

d em  d ie  E in h e itssp ra ch e  l in g u a  A n g lo ru m  h e iss t, nur im  Sü den , das 

u rs p rü n g lich  jü t is c h e  l f e n t  in  d ie  sä ch s isch e  R e g io n  e in b e z o g e n ; a u ch  

ü b r ig e n s  g i l t  v on  d em  V ork om m en  v on  S a x o n ice  d a sse lb e  w ie  von
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w a lte te  z u g le ic h  ü b e r  e b e n s o v ie l  r o m a n is c h e s  w ie  g e r m a n is c h e s  

V o l k ;  d ie  N a m e n  F r a n c i  u n d  F r a n c ia  g a lt e n  z u v ö r d e r s t  p o l i 

t is c h  fü r  d a s  g a n z e  G e b ie t  d ie sse it  d e r  A lp e n ;  s ie  h a tte n  

s ich  ü b e r d ie s  b e r e it s  im  7 . J a h r h u n d e r t  in  e n g e r e m  S in n e  

m it  b e s o n d e r e m  N a c h d r u c k  a u f  N e u s tr ie n  , das r o m a n is c h e  

L a n d  a n  d e r  S e in e , n ie d e r g e la s s e n .1)  U n te r  d ie se n  U m s tä n d e n  

is t  j e n e r  h y p o t h e t is c h  a n g e n o m m e n e  P r o z e s s  z w a r  n ic h t  g ä n z 

l ic h  v e r h i n d e r t , a b e r  d o c h  g e s t ö r t  u n d  w ie d e r  r ü c k g ä n g i g  

g e m a c h t  w o r d e n . Z u m  B e w e is e  d a f ü r ,  da ss  d e r  f r ä n k is c h e  

N a m e  im  9 . J a h r h u n d e r t  in  d e r  T h a t  a u c h  in  n a t io n a l  u m 

s c h r e ib e n d e r  B e d e u t u n g  a n g e w a n d t  w o r d e n ,  g e n ü g t  e s ,  au  

d en  s to lz e n  L o b g e s a n g  a u f  V o lk  u n d  L a n d  d e r  F r a n k e n , 

d . h .  d e m  Z u s a m m e n h a n g  u n d  I n h a l t  n a c h  u n z w e if e lh a f t  d e r  

D e u ts c h e n , im  e r s te n  C a p ite l  d e r  E v a n g e l ie n h a r m o n ie  O t fr id s  

zu  e r in n e r n .2)  K e in  W u n d e r  j e d o c h ,  dass d e r  in z w is c h e n

dem  des N a m en s S a xon es . D ie T e x te  in  d er  V o lk s sp ra ch e  k en nen  

n ur c n g lis c  w ie  E n g le  u n d  A n g e lcy n , a lle s  in n a tio n a le r  B ed e u tu n g . — 

A n  d ie se r  g a n z e n  G e sch ich te  d er  A u sb ild u n g  des e n g lis ch e n  N a t io n a l

n am en s s ch e in t  n u r a u ffä llig , dass d ie  so lid e  p o lit is ch e  E in ig u n g , d ie  

d och  von  W e s s e x  a u s g in g , n ich ts  d a ra n  zu ä n d ern  v e rm o ch t h a t :  

a lle in  sie  k a m  nun e in m a l d a fü r  zu sp ä t. A u f  d er  a n d eren  S e ite  w ar  

w e n ig s ten s  d ie  lo c k e re  H e g e m o n ie  des B re tw a ld a th m n s  v o r  E g b e rts  

A u ftre ten  m e is t in  den  H ä n d en  a n g lis ch e r  K ö n ig e  g ew esen .

1) S. W a itz ,  V er fa s su n g sg e sch . II, l 3 S. 154.

2) F ra n k en  u n d  F ra n k e n v o lk , th io t  V r a n k o n o , im  L u d w ig s lie d  

d ü rfte  m an  als p o lit is ch -w e s t fr ä n k is c h  g e m e in t  n ich t  h ie rh er  z ieh en . 

D as h ä u fig e  O stfra n k en  fü r  d ie  U n te r th a n en  L u d w ig s  des D eu tsch en  

ist e b e n fa lls  p o li t is c h  g e d a c h t  u n d  fo r d e r t  W e s t fra n k e n  als S e ite n 

stü ck . M eh r  n ä h e rt s ich  s ch e in b a r  e in er  n a t io n a le n  A u ffa ssu n g  d er  

S p ra ch g e b ra u ch  des S ed u liu s  S co ttu s  in  e in em  an  diesen  K ö n ig  g e 

r ich te te n  G e d ich t  (ca rm . II , 7 1 ;  7 3 ; 8 4 ;  9 1 — 9 2 ) :  G erm a n ia  g a u d e t  

. . . F ra n c ig e n u m  p o p u lu s  p la u d it  R h e n u sq u e  b ic o r n is ;  F ra n cis  tu is ; 

F r a n c ig e n is ; d o ch  is t  a u ch  h ie r  s ich er  a n zu n eh m en , dass d er  ir is ch e  

D ich te r  R o m a n e n  des W e s tr e ich e s  eb en so  b e z e ich n e t  h a b en  w ü rd e . 

Seh r m e rk w ü rd ig  is t d a g e g e n  da s w ie d e r h o lte  F ra n cia  im  G eg en sa tz  

zu G a ll ia  in  den  sp ä teren  F u ld e r  A n n a len , z. B. 879, 88 0, 88 5 —  so 

ziem lich  d ie  U m k eh r  d er  R e d e w e is e  d er  V ita  H lu d o w ic i , d ie  F ra n ci
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a u f  a n o m a le m  W e g e  e m p o r k o m m e n d e  N a m e  D e u t s c h e , d e r  

s ic h  a ls  e in d e u t ig e  B e n e n n u n g  u n s e re r  N a t io n a l i t ä t  b e i  w e ite m  

b e s s e r  e m p fa h l , das F e ld  b e h a u p t e te . W a s  n u n  d ie  S p r a c h e  

b e tr i f f t ,  so  h a t  s ic h  d ie  A u s d e h n u n g  d es  N a m e n s  F r ä n k is c h

—  w o r in  f r e i l i c h  d e r  F r a n k e n  je d e r z e it  m it  g e d a c h t  w a r d  —  

a u f  d ie  e in h e it l ic h e  R e d e  d e r  d e u ts c h e n  S tä m m e  ü b e r h a u p t  

e in e  Z e it la n g  n o c h  e n ts c h ie d e n e r  v o l l z o g e n , a ls  es m it  d e m  

V o lk s n a m e n  s e lb e r  g e s c h a h ;  e r k lä r l i c h e r w e is e ,  d e n n  h ie r  

k o n n t e  v o n  e in e r  V e r w e c h s e lu n g  m it  d e m  ste ts  a ls  r o m a n is c h  

b e z e ic h n e t e n  I d io m  d e r  w e s t lic h e n  R e ic h s h ä l f t e  n ic h t  d ie  

R e d e  s e in . E s  is t  le h r r e ic h  z u  s e h e n , in  w e lc h e r  R e g io n  

d ie se r  A k t  d e r  U e b e r t r a g u n g  v o r z u g s w e is e  z u  H a u s e  is t .

D ie  e in z e ln e n  d e u ts c h e n  S tä m m e  w e rd e n  ih r e  M u n d a r t  

u n te r  ö r t l i c h e m  H o r iz o n t  n a t ü r l i c h  v o n  j e h e r  a ls  b a ir is c h , 

a la m a n n is c h  u . s. f . c h a r a k t e r is ir t  h a b e n : 1) q u o d  A la m a n n i ,  

q u o d  B a iu v a r i i  d ic u n t ,  h e is s t  es in  d e n  V o lk s r e c h t e n  a u s  d e r  

e rs te n  H ä l f t e  d es  8 . J a h r h u n d e r ts . W o l l t e  m a n  e in ig e  J a h r 

z e h n te  s p ä te r  d ie  m it t le r w e ile  im  V e r k e h r  des f r ä n k is c h e n  

R e ic h s  a ls  s o lc h e  b e w ä h r t e  g e r m a n is c h e  G e m e in s p r a c h e  k u r z  

b e z e ic h n e n , w e lc h e s  a n d e re n  N a m e n s  s c h e in t  es d a zu  b e d u r ft  

zu  h a b e n , a ls  d es fr ä n k is c h e n  s e l b e r ?  W e n ig s t e n s  in  d e m  

c e n tr a le n , w ir k l ic h  s t a m m fr ä n k is c h e n  B e r e i c h , s o w ie  in  d e r  

o f f iz ie l le n  R e d e w e is e , s o fe r n  d ie se  v o m  S t a n d p u n k t  d es  h e r r 

s c h e n d e n  S ta m m e s  a u s g in g ,  v e r s ta n d  s ic h  j e n e r  A u s d r u c k  

a p o t io r i  v o n  se lb s t . D e m  e n t s p r ic h t  n u n  a u c h  d e r  w ir k l i c h e  

B e fu n d . E r m o ld u s  N ig e l l u s ,  d essen  G e s ic h ts k r e is  a u c h  im  

E x i l  z u  S tr a s s b u r g  g a l l o f r ä n k is c h  b l i e b , b e d ie n t  s ic h  ste ts

u n d  i 'r a n c ia  an  e in er  b e rü h m te n  S te lle  von  n a t io n a lg e s c h ic h t lic h e m  

G e h a lt  v ie lm e h r  d en  G erm an i un d G e rm a n ia  e n tg e g e n s te llt  (e. 4 5 ;  

v g l .  o. 20 ). D ie  v on  W a itz ,  V e r fg . V , 122 fü r  da s 10. u n d  11. J a h r 

h u n d ert b e ig e b ra ch te n  S te lle n  fa l le n  s t re n g  g e n o m m e n  sä m m tlich  

u n ter  d ie  p o li t is c h e  K a te g o r ie .

1) W o b e i  es d en n  a u ch  sp ä te r  v ie lfa c h  b l ie b :  s. z. B. V ita  Id a e 

c. 3 :  lo cu s , q u i S a x o n ica  lin g u a  H iru t fe ld  n u n cu p a tu r.
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d e r  W e n d u n g e n  F r a n c is c a  lo q u e la ,  F r a n c ic a  l in g u a , L u 'a n cis - 

cu m  n o m e n ;  d a s  a la m a n n is c h e  E isa ss  fü h r t  e r  e in  als

t e r r a  a n t iq u a , p o te n s , F r a n c o  p o ssessa  c o lo n o , 

c u i n o m e n  H e lis a z  F r a n c o s  h a b e r e  d e d it ,

w ä h r e n d  ih m  d ie  S ta m m e s n a m e n  d e r  S c h w a b e n ,  T h ü r in g e r ,  

S a ch s e n  an  s ic h  g a n z  g e lä u f ig  s in d . D ie  h ö f is c h e n  s o g . 

A n n a le s  E in h a r d i  b e r ic h t e n  z u  7 8 9  v o n  d e r  s la v e n is c h e n  

V ö lk e r s c h a f t ,  q u a e  p r o p r ia  l in g u a  W e la t a b i ,  f r a n c ic a  a u te m  

W i l t z i  v o c a t u r ,  w o  es s ich  d o c h  s ic h e r  u m  s ä c h s ic h e  U e b e r -  

l i e fe r u n g  h a n d e lte . I n  E in h a r ts  v ita  K a r o l i  s c h w e b t ,  w ie  

d ie  S te lle  v e s t itu  p a t r io  id  est F r a n c ic o  l e h r t ,  d e m  A u t o r  

a u c h  b e i d em  se rtn o  p a tr iu s , m it  d e sse n  G r a m m a t ik  e r  se in e n  

H e ld e n  b e s c h ä f t ig t  z e i g t ,  e in  s e r m o  F r a n c ic u s  v o r ,  d e n  e r  

in d ess  in  u m fa s s e n d e r  B e d e u t u n g  d en  p e r e g r in is  l in g u is ,  L a te in  

u n d  G r ie c h is c h , g e g e n ü b e r s t e l l t ; in  d e m  n ä m lic h e n  S in n e  g e 

d e n k t  e r  d e r  b is h e r  a p u d  F r a n c o s  ü b l i c h e n  M o n a ts n a m e n . 

S o  b e g e g n e t  im  C a p itu la r e  v o n  B o u lo g n e  au s d e m  J a h r e  

8 1 1 ,  w ie  in  d e r  8 2 7  e b e n fa l ls  a u f  w e s t fr ä n k is c h e m  B o d e n  

v o l le n d e t e n  G e s e tz s a m m lu n g  d es  A n s e g i s u s 1) d ie  P h r a s e :  q u o d  

fa c t u m  F r a n c i  h e r is liz  (o d e r  h e r is c l iz )  d i c u n t ,  g a n z  p a r a lle l  

d e r  8 0 1  in  e in e m  C a p itu la r e  I t a l ic u m  v o r g e z o g e n e n  F a s s u n g : 

q u o d  n o s  te u d is c a  l in g u a  d ic im u s  h e r is l iz . O t fr id  e n d lic h , 

d en  m a n  z w a r  n ic h t  j e n e r  in n e r fr ä n k is c h e n  R e g io n , im m e r h in  

a b e r  d e m  S a u m e  d e r  e ig e n t l ic h  fr ä n k is c h e n  z u z u r e c h n e n  h a t, 

s p r ic h t  in  d e m  e r w ä h n te n  e in le it e n d e n  C a p ite l v o n  u n s e re r  

Z u n g e  a ls  d e r  f r e n k i s g o n , w ä h r e n d  d ie  U e b e r s c h r i f t  l a u t e t : 

c u r  s c r ip t o r  l iu n c  l ib r u n i  th e o t is c e  d i c t a v e r i t ; in  d e m  W i d 

m u n g s b r ie f  an  L iu t b e r t  v o n  M a in z  w e c h s e lt  e r  m it  th e o t is c e  

u n d  g le ic h b e d e u t e n d e m  F r a n z is c e  a b .1)  A u g e n s c h e in l i c h  is t

1) A n seg . C a p it . III, 70.

2) G en a u  g e s p r o ch e n  steh t d re im a lig e m  th e o tis ce  e in m a l fra n 

z is ce  zur S e ite ; w aru m , w ird  m a n  n ich t  e rk lä ren  k ön n en . D a g e g e n  

w a r  F re n k is g a  zu n g a  im  de u ts ch en  T e x t  in so fe rn  g e b o te n , a ls es in
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a ls o  d ie  a ls  n a t ü r l ic h  a n z u s e b e n d e  H e r a u s b i ld u n g  e in es  S p r a c h -  

n a m e n s  F r ä n k is c h  v o n  n a t io n a le m  U m fa n g e  in  n ic h t  g a n z  

s p ä r l i c h e m  M a sse  t h a ts ä c h lic h  z u s ta n d e  g e k o m m e n ; s ie  w a r d  

n u r  v o n  v o r n h e r e in  g e k r e u z t  u n d  g e h e m m t  d u r c h  d ie  se ltsa m  

d o p p e lg ä n g e r is c h e  G e s ta lt  d es S p r a c h n a m e n s  D e u t s c h . D e s  

w e ite r e n  g ie b t  d ie  H e r k u n f t  d e r  a n g e fü h r t e n  B e le g e  d en  

F in g e r z e ig ,  dass m a n  —  w a s  v o n  v o r n h e r e in  zu  v e r m u th e n  

w ä r e  —  d ie  S c h ö p f u n g  d ie ses  le tz te re n  N a m e n s  k a u m  a u f  

e ig e n t l i c h  fr ä n k is c h e r  E r d e  s e lb s t  z u  s u c h e n ,  o d e r  d o c h  

w e n ig s te n s  a ls  v o n  ih r  a b s e h e n d , in  b e s t im m t e m  H i n b l i c k  

a u f  d ie  r e c h ts r h e in is c h e n  G e g e n d e n  a ls  s o lc h e  g e s c h e h e n  zu  

d e n k e n  h a t.

G e r a d e  b e i d e r  fr ü h e s te n  l i t e r a r is c h  b e z e u g te n  A n 

w e n d u n g  d es b e re it s  g e s c h a ffe n e n  N a m e n s  T h e o d is k a  le u c h t e t  

d ie se  r e c h ts r h e in is c h e  B e z ie h u n g  u n m it t e lb a r  e in . V o n  d e r  

R e ic h s v e r s a m m lu n g  zu  I n g e l h e i m , d ie  das S c h ic k s a l  des 

B a ie r n h e r z o g s  T a s s i lo  e n ts c h ie d , b e r ic h t e n  d ie  A n n a l^ s  L a u -  

r iss e n se s  m a jo r e s  u n te r m  J a h r e  7 8 8 ,  d ie  U r t h e i le r  h ä tte n  ih r  

V e r d i k t  ü b e r  ih n  g e s p r o c h e n  r e m in is c e n te s , q u o m o d o  d o m u u m  

P ip p in u m  r e g e m  in  e x e r c it u  d e r e l in q u e n s  e t ib i  q u o d  t h e o -  

d is ca  l in g u a  h a r is l iz  d ic i t u r  - -  zu  e r g ä n z e n : fe c e r i t .  Im  

S tr e it  d e r  M e in u n g e n  ü b e r  U r s p r u n g  u n d  C h a r a k te r  d ie se r  

A n n a le n  h e r r s c h t  d o c h  E in v e r s tä n d n is s  d a r in , da ss  ih r e  N a c h 

r ic h t e n  ü b e r  d ie  B e g e b e n h e it  v o n  7 8 8  e in e  z ie m lic h  g l e i c h 

z e it ig e  A u f z e ic h n u n g  v e r r a th e n . J a  B a r c h e w i t z 1) h a t  es h ö c h s t  

w a h r s c h e in l i c h  g e m a c h t , da ss  d e r  v o r l ie g e n d e  B e r ic h t  a u f  

G r u n d  e in es  a m t l i c h e n ,  v o m  P fa lz g r a f e n  ü b e r  d ie  V e r u r -

u n m itte lb a re r  V e rb in d u n g  m it  je n e m  P re ise  des F ra n k e n v o lk e s  a u f- 

tr it t . T h e o t is k a  h ä tte  sieh  d em  F ra n k o n o  th io t  m in d e r  le ib h a ft  a n 

g e s ch lo s s e n ; d ie  N a t io n  se lb s t  a b er  u n ter  d eu tsch em  N a m e n  a u ftre te n  

zu  lassen , w a r  um  86 8 , zu m a l in  d e r  c o n c re te n  S p ra ch e  des D ich te rs , 

n o ch  g a r  n ich t  m ö g lic h .

1) K ö n ig s g e r ic h t  d er  M e ro w in g e r  u n d  K a r o lin g e r  S. 43  ff. —  

B ru n n er  s t im m t zu (D eu tsch e  R e ch tsg e se li. I, 30).
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t h e i lu n g  T a s s i l o ’ s a u fg e n o m m e n e n  A k t e n s t ü c k e s  a b g e fa s s t  

w o r d e n  se i. E r  ü b e r g e b t  b e i s e in e r  B e w e is fü h r u n g  d ie  u n s  

h ie r  in te r e s s ir e n d e  P h ra s e  q u o d  t h e o d is c a  l in g u a  h a r is l iz  

d ic i t u r , u n d  d o c h  d a r f  m a n  g e r a d e  s ie  e n ts c h ie d e n  fü r  s e in e  

A n s i c h t  g e lt e n d  m a c h e n . E s  is t  e in e  F o r m e l  d e r  R e c h t s 

s p r a c h e , k e in  S a tz  e in e s  A n n a lis te n . W i r  g e d a c h t e n  b e r e its  

e in e r  fa s t  g e n a u  g le ic h e n  W e n d u n g  im  C a p itu la r e  I t a l ic u m  

v o n  8 0 1  n e b s t  ih r e n  P a r a l le le n . E in  W o r m s e r  C a p itu la re  

v o n  8 2 9  b i e t e t : q u o d  in  l in g u a  t h e o d is c a  s c a f t le g i  id  est 

a r m o r u m  d e p o s it io  v o e a t u r ,  u n d  in  d e r  z w e ite n  H ä l f t e  des

9 . J a h r h u n d e r ts  b e g e g n e n  in  d e r  S p r a c h e  d e r  G e s e tz e  u n d  

U r k u n d e n  n o c h  fü n fm a l  g le i c h e  o d e r  ä h n l ic h e  W e n d u n g e n .1) 

S ic h e r l i c h  h a b e n  w ir  a ls o  je n e  W o r t e  d e r  L a u r is s e n s e s  a ls  

e in e n  fo r m e lh a f t e n  N a c h h a l l  v o m  I n g e lh e im e r  G e r ic h t s t a g e  

s e lb e r  zu  b e t r a c h t e n . N u n  a b e r  w a r e n  e b e n  zu  d ie s e r  V e r 

s a m m lu n g  g e f l is s e n t l ic h  V e r t r e t e r  a lle r  d e u ts c h e n  S tä m m e  

e n tb o te n  w o r d e n : c o n v e n t u m  F r a n c o r u m  c e t e r a r u m q u e  g e n 

t iu m , q u i  su b  d o m in io  e o r u m  e r a n t , n e n n e n  es d ie  A n n a le s  

L a u r e s h a m e n s e s ; in  d e n  L a u r is se n se s  w e r d e n  a ls  U r t l ie i l f in d e r  

b e z e ic h n e t  F r a n c i e t  B a io a r i i ,  L a n g o b a r d i  e t  S a x o n e s  v e l  e x  

o m n ib u s  p r o v in c i i s  q u i a d  e u n d e m  s in o d u m  c o n g r e g a t i  fu e r u u t . 

D e r  p o l i t is c h e  P r o z e s s , d e r  d em  le tz te n  s e lb s tä n d ig e n  S ta m m e s 

r e g im e n t  a u f  d e u ts c h e m  B o d e n  d en  G a ra u s  zu  m a c h e n  b e 

s t im m t w a r , s o l l t e  n ic h t  n a c h  fr ä n k is c h e m  R e c h t s g e fü h l  a lle in  

e n ts c h ie d e n  e r s c h e in e n . G a b  es e in e n  N a m e n , d e r  d ie  d e u ts ch e  

E in h e it s s p r a c h e  in  d ie s e r  ih r e r  E ig e n s c h a f t  d e u t l i c h e r  a ls  d e r  

fr ä n k is c h e  b e z e i c h n e t e , so  m u sste  m a n  ih m  e b e n  h ie r  u n d

1) L o th a r , cap . ad d . le g . L an g . c. a. 8 5 0 : q u o d  l in g u a  T e u d isca  

h eris liz , i. e. arm oru m  d e p o s it io  (h ie r  im  S in n e von  D eser tion ) d ic i 

tu r ; Ca]). S ilv a t icu m  a. 8 5 3 : de  c o lle c t is , quas th eu d isca  l in g u a  h eris - 

zu p h  a p p e l la t ;  S y n o d . P is ten s. a . 8 6 2 : c o lle c ta s , qu as  th e o d is ca  lin g u a  

be r is zu p h  a p p e lla n t ; U rk u n d e  K a rls  d. K. v. 8 7 0 : eb a rtam  pacat.ion is, 

q u od  th e o tis ce  su on b u och  a p p e lla m u s ; S t. G a lle r  U rku n de  v . 8 8 2 : 

ca r ta m  p a ca tio n is  . . ., q u od  tiu t isca e  su on b u och  n om in am u s .
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d ie s m a l b e i  d e r  t e c h n is c h e n  B e n e n n u n g  d es V e r b r e c h e n s  d e n  

V o r z u g  e r th e ile n . S e h r  m ö g l i c h ,  w e n n  a u c h  k e in e s w e g s  g e 

w iss  , dass d a m a ls  w ir k l ic h  z u m  e r s te n m a l d e r  b is h e r  n u r  

m ü n d lic h  u m la u fe n d e  N a m e  D e u ts c h  in  d ie  S c h r i f t  e in g e fü h r t  

u n d  zu  d ie se m  B e h u fe  la t in is ir t  w a r d ; e in e  s c h ic k l i c h e r e  G e 

le g e n h e it  w e n ig s te n s  h ä tte  s ich  d a fü r  k a u m  f in d e n  la s s e n .1)

D a s  P r o b le m  d e r  E n t s t e h u n g  d es d e u ts c h e n  S p r a c h -  

n a m e n s  g e h ö r t ,  w ie  b e r ü h r t ,  d e r  Z e it  v o r  s e in e r  L a t in is ir u n g , 

m ith in  d e r  G e s c h ic h t e  des 8 . J a h r h u n d e r ts  v o r  d e m  S tu rz e  

T a s s i lo ’ s a n . E s  se i m ir  in d e s s e n  g e s t a t t e t ,  e h e  ic h  a u f  

d ie se n  d u n k le n  P u n k t  s e lb e r  e in g e h e ,  d ie  Z e u g n is s e  d e r  

Q u e lle n  fü r  s e in e n  G e b r a u c h  in  d e n  e r s te n  h u n d e r t  J a h r e n  

n a c h  7 8 8  n o c h  n ä h e r  v o r ü b e r z u f ü h r e n ;  m a n  k ö n n t e  v ie l le i c h t  

h o f fe n , d a b e i  R ü c k s c h lü s s e  au s d e m  B e k a n n te n  a u f  das U n 

b e k a n n t e  zu  g e w in n e n . S c h o n  d e r  n ä c h s tä lte s te  B e le g  fü r  

d ie  A n w e n d u n g  d es  d e u ts c h e n  N a m e n s , je n e s  q u o d  n o s  

te u d is c a  l in g u a  d ic im u s  h e r is l iz  d es  i t a l is c h e n  C a p itu la r e  v o n  

8 0 1 ,  le g t  e in e  F r a g e  n a h :  o b  n ä m lic h  d ie  d a m a ls  b e re its  

d e m  A u s s te r b e n  e n t g e g e n  g e h e n d e  la n g o b a r d is c h e  V o lk s s p r a c h e  

m it  u n te r  d e n  B e g r i f f  des D e u ts c h e n  g e fa l le n  se i. I c h  ste h e  

n ic h t  a n , d ie se  F r a g e  in  g e w is s e m  S in n e  zu  b e ja h e n . D a s  

G e s e tz  w e n d e t  s ic h  z w a r  n ic h t  an  d ie  L a n g o b a r d e n  a lle in , 

s o n d e r n  b e r ü c k s ic h t ig t  n e b e n  ih n e n  u n d  d e n  R ö m e r n  a u ch  

in  I ta l ie n  a n sä ss ig e  F r a n k e n , A la m a n n e n  u n d  L e u t e  a lt e r iu s  

c u ju s l ib e t  n a t i o n i s , so  dass d ie  B e r u f u n g  a u f  d ie  te u d is ca  

l in g u a  a u c h  h ie r d u r c h  g e r e c h t f e r t ig t  e r s c h e in t .2) F e r n e r  h a b e n

1) E tw a s  ä h n lich es  h a t  w o h l B iid in g e r  e ig e n t lic h  g e m e in t , als 

er  (A l lg . D eu tsch . B io g r . I ,  576) d en  w u n d e r lich e n  S a tz  s ch r ie b : 

„W e n n  A rn o  (v o n  S a lzb u rg ) w ir k l ic h  d er  V e r fa sse r  is t  (d er  L au ris - 

senses n ä m lich , w as  ü b r ig e n s  b e k a n n tlich  n ich t  d er  F a ll) , so h a t m an  

in  ih m  a u ch  den  ersten  zu eh ren , w e lch e r  u n serer  S p ra ch e  u n d  d a m it  

u n serem  V o lk e  d en  en tsch e id en d en  N a m en  d eu tsch  g e g e b e n  h a t .“ E n t

sch e id e n d  —  w as den n  e n ts c h e id e n d ? G eg e b e n  —  w ie  den n  g e g e b e n ?

2) D as G ap. is t  w a h rs ch e in lich  a u f  d er  R ü ck re is e  K a rls  v o n  R o m  

Ju n i 801 n o ch  in  O b e r ita lie n  e r la sse n ; s. M iih lb a ch er , R e g . N r . 366.
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d ie  L a n g o b a r d e n  s e lb e r  in  ih r e r  A b s o n d e r u n g ,  d ie  j a  s o g a r  

p o l i t is c h  a u c h  n a c h  d e r  f r ä n k is c h e n  E r o b e r u n g  n o c h  e in ig e r -  

m a sse n  fo r t b e s t a n d  , im  p r a k t is c h e n  L e b e n  ih r e  Z u n g e  u n 

z w e i fe lh a f t  a u f  d a s  e ig e n e  V o lk s t h u m  b e z o g e n  u n d  n a c h  d em  

e ig e n e n  V o lk s n a m e n  b e n a n n t . P a u lu s ,  d e r  n a c h  7 8 7  u n d  

w a h r s c h e in l ic h  v o r  8 0 0  in  M o n te c a s s in o  s e in e  V o lk s g e s c h ic h t e  

s c h r ie b , d e u te t  d a s  a n ,  w e n n  e r  m e h r fa c h  v o n  e in e r  l in g u a  

p r o p r ia ,  i l lo r u m  o d e r  e o r u m  l in g u a  u . d g l .  s p r ic h t . A l le in  

d e rs e lb e  A u t o r  e r z ä h lt  d a n e b e n : K ö n i g  A lb o in  w e r d e  h a c -  

te n u s  e t ia m  tarn  a p u d  B a io a r io r u m  g e n t e m  q u a m q u e  e t S a x o -  

n u tn , sed  e t a lio s  e ju s d e m  l in g u a e  h o m in e s  in  L ie d e r n  g e fe ie r t , 

w a s  m a n  u n g e z w u n g e n  w o h l  n u r  so  v e r s te h e n  k a n n , dass 

P a u lu s  a u c h  das e ig e n e  V o l k  K ö n i g  A lb o in s  in  d ie  d e u ts c h e  

S p r a c h g e m e in s c h a ft  d e r  ü b e r a lp is c h e n  S tä m m e  m it  e in s c h lo s s , 

o h n e  fr e i l ic h  das in s  L a te in  s o e b e n  e rs t  e in d r in g e n d e  W o r t  

th e o d is c a  d a b e i w ir k l i c h  z u  g e b r a u c h e n .1)  F ü r  d ie  r e in  l i n -

D as teu d is ca  d er  b e s ten  H a n d sch riften  für  th e o d is ca  steh t in  den  

ersten  J a h rzeh n ten  z ie m lic h  is o lir t  da , k ö n n te  je d o c h  seh r w o h l a u f 

das O rig in a l zu rü ck g e h e n ; es e n th a lt  d ie  ro m a n is ir te  L a u tfo rm , p a sst 

a lso  a u f ita lis ch e  C o n ce p tio n .

1) E in e  en g ere  A u fla ssu n g  des A u sd ru ck s  e ju sd em  lin g u a e  w ü rd e  

a u f d ie  e in e  S e ite  d er  S p r a c b g le ic h u n g  ß a ie rn  u n d  S a ch sen , a u f  d ie  

a n d ere  d ie  ü b r ig e n  d eu tsch en  S tä m m e d ie sse it  d e r  A lp en  setzen . 

D ie  S te lle  is t  so w ie  so b e d e u t s a m , d a  sie d ie  d eu tsch e  S p ra ch e in - 

h e it  a ls e in en  G eg en sta n d  des In te resses fü r den  A u s g a n g  des 9. J a h r 

h u n derts  erke n n en  lässt. —  V o n  ä h n lich e n  B e o b a ch tu n g e n  w ird  ü b r ig en s  

se lb s tv e rs tä n d lich  ö fters N o t iz  g en o m m e n . O h th ere  b e r ich te te  dem  

K ö n ig  A e l f r e d , dass d ie  F in n en  un d P e rm e n  fa s t  d ie s e lb e  S p ra ch e  

r e d e te n : th a  F in n a s , h im  th u h te , an d  th a B eorm a s sp ra e co n  n eah  an 

g e d h e ö d e . J o rd a n is  fa sst  d ie  G e p id e n  m it  O st- un d W e s tg o th e n  a u f 

G ru n d  ih rer  g le ic h e n  S p ra ch e  g e le g e n t l ic h  in  e in e e in z ig e  N a t io n a litä t  

zu sa m m e n : (G et. 133 om n is  u b iq u e  hu jus —  i. e. G o th ica e  —  lin g u a e  

n a t io ;  c f. ib . 5 8 ; 1 8 1 ; 9 5 ) ; P ro k o p  (b. G o th . IV , 20) le g t  ausser  d iesen  

d re ien  a u ch  n o c h  den  V a n d a le n  u n d  a n d eren  „g o ih is c h e n  S tä m m e n “ 

e in e  e in z ig e  S p ra ch e  b e i :  cp co n ) t e  a v roT g  c o n  f i i a ,  L 'oT diy.i) X eyo^isv>). 

B e id e  d en k en  d a b e i an  g e m e in sa m e  H e rk u n ft d er  sp ra ch v e rw a n d te n  

V ö lk e r  un d h ä tte n  A u g u stin  b e is t im m e n  k ö n n e n , w en n  er  (d e  c iv .
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g u is t is c h e  A n s i c h t  w a r  ja  n a tü r l ic h  d ie  Id ee  e in e r  b e s t im m te n  

S p r a c h e  so  w e it  a u s d e h n b a r , a ls  das g e g e n s e it ig e  V e r s tä n d n is s  

v o n  M u n d a r t  zu  M u n d a r t  r e i c h t e ;  u n d  m a n  m u ss  a n n e h m e n , 

da ss  d ie  7 8 8  in  I n g e lh e im  m it  a n w e s e n d e n  u n d  R e c h t  s p r e c h e n 

d e n  L a n g o b a r d e n  d e r  d e u ts c h e n  V e r h a n d lu n g  g e n a u  zu  f o l g e n  

im  S ta n d e  w a r e n .

W a s  s ic h  s o  v o m  L a n g o b a r d is c h e n  b e h a u p t e n  lä ss t , is t 

m it  d em  e n t fe r n te r  a b l ie g e n d e n  G o t h is c h  n a c h w e is b a r  g e 

s c h e h e n  u n d  z w a r  s o g le i c h  a n  d em  d r it tä lte s te n  F u n d o r t e  

fü r  d e n  G e b r a u c h  d es  d e u ts c h e n  S p r a c h n a m e n s . Im  D o n a t -  

c o m m e n t a r  d es  S m a r a g d u s  au s d e r  Z e it  z w is c h e n  8 0 1 u n d  

8 0 5  w e r d e n  n e b e n  e in a n d e r  f r ä n k is c h e  u n d  g o t h is c l ie  P e r 

s o n e n n a m e n  a u s d e r  a u f  b e id e  V ö lk e r  e r s t r e c k te n  T h e o d is c a  

l in g u a  e r k lä r t :  In  F r a n c o r u m  G o t h o r u m c ju e  g e n e r e  lia e c  

p a t r o n o m ic a  s p e c ie s  f r e q u e n t a t u r  m u lt o t ie n s . A  p a r te  e n im  

g e u t i l i 1)  e t  a  T h e o d is c a  v e n iu n t  l in g u a , d e  q u ib u s  in  e x e m p lo  

G o t h o r u m  p a u c a  p r im u m  p o n im u s  n o m in a  . . . u n d  w e i t e r 

h in :  F r a n c o r u m  p a t r o n o m ic a  s e c u n d u m  T h e o d is c a m  l in g u a m  

l ia e c  s u n t  n o m in a . M a n  g e w a h r t  h ie r  d e u t l i c h , w ie  d e r  

d e u ts c h e  S p r a c h n a m e  d ie  S p u r e n  d e r  E n t s t e h u n g  a u f  d e m  

W e g e  re in  l in g u is t is c h e r  A b s t r a k t io n  an  s ic h  t r ä g t :  a u c h  

das G o t h is c l ie  b e z e ic h n e t  d e r  G r a m m a t ik e r  a ls  d e u ts c h , w e il  

e r  es m it  d e m  u r s p r ü n g l ic h  so  g e n a n n t e n  I d io m  zu  id e n t i -  

f i c ir e n  v e r m a g ;  f r ä n k is c h  h ä t te  e r  es h in g e g e n  s c h w e r l i c h  

n e n n e n  k ö n n e n ,  w e i l  s ic h  d ie  d a z u  n ö t h ig e  V o r a u s s e t z u n g

D ei X V I ,  6 ) s a g t :  au ctu s est a u tem  n um eru s g e n t iu m  m u lto  a m p liu s , 

qu a m  lin g u a ru m ; n a m  et in  A fr ic a  b a rb a ra s  g e n te s  in  u n a l in g u a  

p lu r im a s  n ov im u s . D as a lle s  v e rd ie n te  k e in e  E rw ä h n u n g , w e n n  es 

n ich t  z u g le ich  den  N a m en  T h e o d is k a  aufs  n eu e  co n tra s tire n d  b e 

le u ch te te . M an  b e g n ü g te  s ich  so n s t , von  „d e r s e lb e n “ o d e r  „e in e r “ 

S p ra ch e  zu red en , o d e r  w ä h lte  für  sie, w ie  im  g o th is c h e n  F a lle , den  

N a m en  des v o rn e h m ste n  V o lk s ;  ein en  e ig en en , n ich t  g e n t ile n  N a m en  

fü r  d ie  G e m ein sp ra ch e  zu b r a u c h e n , ist in a llen  je n e n  F ä llen  n ie 

m a n d em  b e ig e k o m m e n .

1) D. h. h ie r  d em  Z u s a m m en h a n g e  n a c h : von  h e id n is ch e r  S e ite .
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e in e r  A u s d e h n u n g  d es z u g r u n d e  l ie g e n d e n  c o n c r e t e n  V o l k s 

n a m e n s  F r a n k e n  a u f  d ie  G o t h e n  h is t o r is c h  v e r b o t ,1) w ie  d e n n  

d a s  g le i c h e  a u c h  fü r  d ie  s te ts  v o n  d e n  F r a n k e n  g e s c h ie d e n e n  

L a n g o b a r d e n  g e lt e n  m u ss . I c h  s ch lie s s e , d ie  c h r o n o lo g is c h e  

F o lg e  d u r c h  b r e c h e n d , a n  S m a r a g d u s  a ls b a ld  das b e r ü h m te  

C a p ite l a u s  d e m  u m  8 4 0  v e r fa s s te n  l ib e l lu s  W a la h f r i d  

S t r a b o ’ s d e  e x o r d iis  e t  in c r e m e n t is  q u a r u m d a m  in  o b s e r v a t io -  

n ib u s  e c c le s ia s t ic is  r e r u m  a n .2)  D e r  s c h w ä b is c h e  A u t o r  fü h r t  

n ä m lic h  h ie r  d a s  b a r b a r is c h e  D e u t s c h , d a s  er m it  l ie b e n s 

w ü r d ig e r  S e lb s t ir o n ie  b e t r a c h t e t , z w a r  a ls  s e in e  e ig e n e  S p r a c h e  

u n d  d ie  s e in e r  L a n d s le u te  e i n :  s e c u n d u m  n o s tra m  b a r b a r ie m , 

q u a e  est t h e o t i s c a ; a u c h  e r  a b e r  p r o j i c i r t  es d a b e i n ic h t  

a u f  e in e  fe s t  u m s c h r ie b e n e  n a t io n a le  G r u n d la g e . A u c h  ih m  

h a b e n  d ie  G o t h e n  z u r  Z e it  ih r e r  B e k e h r u n g  im  g r ie c h is c h e n  

R e ic h e  d e u ts c h  g e r e d e t :  n o s tr u m , id  est t h e o t is c u m , s e r m o -  

n e m  h a b u e r u n t ;  v o n  d e n  R e s te n  d ieses  V o lk e s  a m  P o n tu s  

w e iss  e r , dass s ie  n o c h  h e u te  e a d e m  lo c u t io n e  ih r e n  G o t te s 

d ie n s t  b e g e h e n . W e n n  er  in  s o lc h e m  Z u s a m m e n h a n g  v o n  

d en  W ö r t e r n  s p r ic h t ,  w e lc h e  d ie  T h e o t is c i  d e n  L a t in i  e n t 

le h n t  h a b e n , o d e r  v o n  a n d e r e n , w e lc h e  d ie  T h e o t is c i  z u  e ig e n  

b e s it z e n , s o  is t  k la r ,  da ss  e r  d a b e i  a u c h  d ie s e n , h ie r  z u e rst  

a u ftr e te n d e n  N a m e n  „ d ie  D e u t s c h e n “ n ic h t  a n d e rs  a ls  d en  

d e r  L a t e in e r  in  a b s t r a k t  l in g u is t is c h e r  B e d e u t u n g  o h n e  b e 

1) D ie  w e n ig e n  G oth en  S e p tim a n ie n s , d ie  a ls R e ich sg e n o s se n  

p o lit is ch  F ra n k en  h e issen  m och ten , k om m en  fü r  den  g e s c h ic h t lich e n  

G e sa m m tb e g r iff  d er  g o th is c h e n  N a tio n  n ich t  in  B e tra ch t .

2) N eu e  A u sg a b e  des C a p ite ls  (V II )  aus d e r  ä ltesten  St. G a lle r  

H a n d s ch r ift  v o n  D ü m m le r , Z ts . f. dts. A lt .  N . F . X I I I ,  99 f. D ie  

D a tiru n g  „u m  8 4 0 “ b e ru h t a u f  fo lg e n d e r  E rw ä g u n g . In  dem  zw eiten  

R e ich en a u er  B ü ch e rk a ta lo g  (B eck er , a. a. 0 .  p. 19 ff.) v e rfa sst u n ter  

A b t  R u a d h e lm  w ä h re n d  d er  V e r tr e ib u n g  W a la h fr id s  8 4 1 — 842 is t das 

W e r k  des le tz te ren  b ere its  a u fg e fü h rt  u n d  zw a r  an  v o r le tz te r  S te lle . 

D as W e r k  is t oh n e  Z w e ife l e rst  in  R e ich en a u  g esch r ie b e n , das W a la h -  

fr id  83 8  als A b te i e rh ie lt . M an  e rh ä lt  a lso  d ie  J a h re  8 3 8 — 41, und 

zw a r  als w a h rs ch e in lich  d ie  z w e ite  H ä lfte  d ie se r  Z e itsp a n n e .
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s t im m te  n a t io n a le  B e z ie h u n g  b r a u c h t . E tw a s  a n d e rs  fa ss t

—  w o h l  u n g e f ä h r  u m  d ie  n ä m lic h e  Z e i t  —  W a la h f r i d s  a lte r  

L e h r e r  H r a b a u  d e n  G e g e n s t a n d , w e n n  e r  in  d e m  k le in e n  

A u fs a t z  ü b e r  d ie  E r f in d u n g  d e r  B u c h s t a b e n  v o n  d e n  N o r d 

m a n n e n  s a g t :  a  q u ib u s  o r ig in e m  d u c u n t ,  q u i  t h e o d is c a m  

lo q u u n t u r  l i n g u a m .1)  D ie  D e u t s c h r e d e n d e n  w e r d e n  h ie r  im  

A n k la n g  an  d ie  v o n  J o r d a n is  u n d  P a u lu s  m it g e t h e i l t e  V V a n d er

s a g e  v o n  d e n  s k a n d in a v is c h e n  G e r m a n e n  g e n e a lo g is c h  h e r 

g e le i t e t , fü r  d ie  G e g e n w a r t  j e d o c h  v o n  ih n e n  g e t r e n n t ;  das 

D e u ts c h e  w ir d  s o m it  m e h r  als  b o d e n s t ä n d ig  b e h a n d e lt .

U e b e r h a u p t  d a r f  m a n  s ic h  d u r c h  d ie  a n g e fü h r t e n  e x c e n 

tr is c h e n  U e b e r t r a g u n g e n  d es  d e u ts c h e n  S p r a c h n a m e n s  n ic h t  

e tw a  v o n  d essen  r e a le r  B a s is  h in w e g lo c k e n  la s s e n ; s ie  d ie n e n  

d a z u , s e in e  N a t u r  an s L i c h t  zu  z ie h e n , s e in e  w ir k l i c h e  G e 

s c h ic h t e  s p ie l t  s ic h  n ic h t s d e s t o w e n ig e r  v o n  A n f a n g  b is  zu  

E n d e  a u f  d e u ts c h e r  B iih n e  a b . G le ic h  d a s  n ä c h s t e  Z e u g n is s  

n a c h  S m a r a g d  b r in g t  u n s  e n ts c h ie d e n  a u f  d ie se n  S c h a u p la tz  

z u r ü c k . A u f  G e b e is s  K a r ls  d . G r . b e r ie t h e n  im  S o m m e r  8 1 3  

in  d en  R e ic h s la n d e n  d ie s s e it  d e r  A l p e n 2) f ü n f  P r o v in z ia l 

s y n o d e n  ü b e r  d ie  B e s s e r u n g  d e r  k ir c h l i c h e n  Z u s t ä n d e ; d e m

1) D er  A u fsa tz  de in v e n t io n e  lite ra ru m  (v g l. E b e r t , L ite ra tu r  

des M itte la lte rs  IT, 126 f.), o ffen b a r  zu U n te rr ich tsz w e ck e n  b e s tim m t, 

g e h ö r t  d em n a ch  je d e n fa lls  in  H rab an s fu ld is ch e  P er iod e , a lso  v o r  847, 

v e rm u th lich  v o r  84 2, w o  d erse lb e  d ie  A b te i  verliess  u n d  sich  a u f den  

P e te rs b e rg  z u rü ck z o g . A n d ererse its  w ar  das In te resse  fü r  d ie  N o r d 

m a n n en  im  F ra n k e n re ich  erst se it 834, d em  B e g in n  d er  fa st jä h r l ic h  

w ie d e rh o lte n  E in fü lle , le b e n d ig  g e w o r d e n ; c f. R u o d o lf .  A n n . F u ld . 

a. 8 5 4 : N ord m a n n i, q u i c o n t in u is  v ig in t i  an n is  re g n i F ra n co ru m  fines 

v a s ta b a n t. M an  d a r f  a lso  a u ch  h ie r  a u f  d ie  Z e it  um  84 0  sch liessen

2) S im so n  (Ja h rb. K a rls  d . G r. II, 50 0  f.) lä ss t d ie  5 S y n o d e n  

„ in  d em  w e strh e in isch en  T h e ile  des R e ic h s “ a b h a lt e n ; a b er  d ie  v on  

M a in z , an  d er  u. a. A rn o  v o n  S a lz b u rg  th e iIn a h m , rep rä sen tir te  

n a tü r lich  d ie  o s trh e in is ch e n  L a n d e . A l le  5 C on cilie n  h a tten  sich  m it  

d er  k ir ch lic h e n  R e fo r m  im  g a n z e n  frä n k isch en  R e ich e  zu b e fa ssen , 

n ic h t  fr e i l ic h  im  la n g o b a rd is c h e n ; eben  n ur Ita lie n  h a b e n  d ie  A n n . 

E in h a rd i m it  ih rem  A u sd ru ck  p er  to ta m  G a llia m  au ss ch liessen  w o lle n .



D u c e :  G e s c h i c h t e  r ie s  d e u t s c h e n  V o l k s n a m e n s . 2 1 7

W u n s c h e  d es  K a is e r s  e n ts p r e c h e n d , s c h ä r f t e n  s ie  d e n  B is c h ö fe n  

a n fs  n e u e  d r in g e n d  d ie  P f l i c h t  g e m e in v e r s t ä n d l ic h e r  P r e d ig t  

e in . Z u  d ie s e m  B e h u f  e m p fa h l  d ie  S y n o d e  v o n  T o u r s  d ie  

U e b e r s e t z u n g  la t e in is c h e r  H o m il i e n  v o n  v o r g e s c h r ie b e n e m  

I n h a lt :  u t  e a sd e m  h o m il ia s  t r a n s fe r r e  s tu d e a t  in  r u s t ic a m  

R o m a n a m  l in g u a m  a u t  T h e o t is c a m , q u o  fa c i l iu s  c u n c t i  p o s 

s in t  in t e l l ig e r e  q u a e  d ic u n tu r . D e m  l i t e r a r is c h  ü b e r l ie fe r t e n  

Id io m  d e r  K ir c h e  w e r d e n  h ie r  n e b e n  e in a n d e r  z w e i  le b e n d ig e  

V o l k s -  o d e r  L a n d e s s p r a c h e n  g e g e n ü b e r g e s t e l l t ,  e in e  r o m a 

n is c h e  u n d  e in e  g e r m a n is c h e , j e d e  fü r  s ic h  a ls  E in h e i t  g e 

d a c h t ;  im  V e r s tä n d n is s  d e r  le t z te r e n , d e r  T h e o t is c a ,  b e g e g n e n  

e in a n d e r  d ie  S tä m m e  d e r  F r a n k e n  u n d  T h ü r in g e r ,  S c h w a b e n  

u n d  B a ie r n , F r ie s e n  u n d  S a c h s e n . D e n  B e s c h lu s s  d e r  S y n o d e  

v o n  T o u r s  h a t  e in  M a in z e r  C o n c i l  v o n  8 4 7  w ie d e r h o l t ;  se in  

W o r t l a u t  z e ic h n e t  in  b e s o n d e r s  le h r r e ic h e r  W e is e  d ie  g e -  

s a m m te  s p r a c h l ic h e  S itu a t io n  im  k a r o l in g is c h e n  F r a n k e n r e ic h . 

In  d ie se r  B e z ie h u n g  s ch lie s s t  s ic h  ih m  d ie  b e k a n n t e  S te lle  

in  d es P a s c h a s iu s  R a d b e r t  b a ld  n a c h  8 2 6  v e r fa s s te r  V it a  

A d a lh a r d i  a n ,  w o  d ie  d r e i fa c h e  B e r e d s a m k e it  des H e ld e n  

g e p r ie s e n  w ir d :  q u e m  si v u lg o  a u d isses , d . h . in  r o m a n is c h e r  

U m g a n g s s p r a c h e  —  s i v e r o  id e m  b a r b a r a ,  q u a m  T e u t is c a m  

d ic u n t ,  i in g u a  lo q u e r e t u r  —  q u o d  si l a t i n e 1)  e tc . D a s  

D e u ts c h e  e r s c h e in t  a u c h  h ie r  in  d e n  b e id e n  m ö g l i c h e n  g e g e n 

s ä tz l ic h e n  B e z ie h u n g e n : d e m  R o m a n is c h e n  a n  d ie  S e ite  g e 

s e tz t , m it  d e m  es d ie  S p h ä r e  d es V o lk s le b e n s  im  R e ic h e  a u f -  

t h e i l t ,  b e id e  a n  W e r t h  a ls  v u lg ä r  o d e r  b a r b a r is c h  d e m  L a te in , 

d e r  R e d e  d es  g e le h r t  g e b i ld e t e n  K i r c h e n -  u n d  S ta a ts m a n n e s  

u n t e r g e o r d n e t .

1) D ie  P a ra lle ls te ]le  d er  a ls V o r re d e  zur V ita  g e d ic h te te n  E k lo g e

R u s t ica  c o n c e le b r e t  R o m a n a  L a tin a q u e  Iin gua ,

S a x o  q u ib u s  p a r ite r  p la n g e n s  p ro  ca rm in e  d ie a t

ze ig t , dass d er  A u to r  b e i d e r  b a rb a ra , qu a m  T e u tis ca m  d icu n t, Iin gua  

beson d ers  an  S a ch sen , w o A d a lh a rd  C orv ey  g e g r ü n d e t  h a tte , d en k t.

1 8 9 3 .  P h i l o s . « p l i i l o l .  u .  h i s t .  C I .  ‘2 . 15
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D ie  m e is te n  n o c h  ü b r ig e n  B e le g s t e l le n  au s d e m  9 . J a h r 

h u n d e r t  z e r fa l le n  u n t e r  d e m  e b e n  a n g e g e b e n e n  G e s ic h ts p u n k t  

in  z w e i  C la sse n , d e r e n  e rs te  d a s  D e u ts c h e  a u s d r ü c k l ic h  o d e r  

s t i l l s c h w e ig e n d , s o fe r n  es s ic h  u m  d ie  a b s o lu te  S e t z u n g  des 

N a m e n s  in  la t e in is c h e m  T e x t e  h a n d e lt , d e r  le t z te r e n  S p r a c h e  

a l le in  g e g e n ü b e r r ü c k t ,  w ä h r e n d  d ie  a n d e r e , m in d e r  z a h lr e ic h e  

D e u ts c h  u n d  R o m a n is c h  fü r  s ic h  a ls  G e g e n s t ü c k e  z e ig t .  Z u  

je n e r  g e h ö r e n  a u sser  d e n  e r w ä h n t e n  F o r m e ln  d e r  R e c h t s 

s p r a c h e  in  G e s e tz e n  u n d  U r k u n d e n  e in e  A n z a h l  b ib l i o g r a 

p h is c h e r  N o t iz e n  in  d en  B ü c h e r k a t a lo g e n  v o n  R e ic h e n a u  u n d  

S t . R iq u ie r  au s d e n  J a h r e n  8 2 1 — 8 4 2 :  c a r m in a  T h e o d is c a e , 

c a r m in a  T h e o d is c a e  l in g u a e  f o r m a t a ,  c a r m in a  d iv e r s a  ad 

d o c e n d a m  T h e o d is c a m  l in g u a m  —  d. h . la t e in is c h e  H y m n e n  

m it  I n t e r l in e a r v e r s io n  —  p a s s io  d o m in i  in  T h e o d is c o ,  e v a n -  

g e l iu m  th e o d is c u m  u . s. f . 1)  U n te r  d ie s e lb e  R u b r ik  f ä l l t  das 

m e h r fa c h e  t h e o d is c e  b e i O t f r i d , d e r  f r e i l i c h  in  d e m  Z u e i g 

n u n g s b r ie f  an  L iu t b e r t  v o n  M a in z  n e b e n  d e m  L a t e in  im  

H in t e r g r ü n d e  a u c h  des H e b r ä is c h e n  u n d  G r ie c h is c h e n  g e 

d e n k t .2)  M a n  s ie h t  d ie  a u fs t r e b e n d e  d e u ts c h e  L it e r a t u r  s ic h  

g le i c h s a m  a m  S p a lie r  d e r  la t e in is c h e n  e m p o r r a n k e n . A u s  

d e m  ö f fe n t l ic h e n  L e b e n  s in d  d a g e g e n  d ie  Z e u g n is s e  g e g r i f f e n , 

in  d e n e n  d e u ts c h e  u n d  r o m a n is c h e  Z u n g e  e in a n d e r  in  p o l i 

t is c h e m  D i a lo g  b e g e g n e n .  E rs t  d e r  B ü r g e r k r ie g  u n d  d ie  

R e ic h s t h e i lu n g  s in d  e s , d ie  d a z u  fü h r e n . A u f  d ie  S tra ss 

b u r g e r  E id e  v o n  8 4 2 ,  w ie  s ie  N it h a r d  in  den  L a u t e n  d er  

l in g u a  R o m a n a  w ie  d e r  l in g u a  T e u d is c a  v e r e w ig t  h a t , f o lg e n  

d ie  g le i c h fa l l s  in  T h e o d is c a  u n d  R o m a n a  l in g u a  a u s g e 

t a u s c h t e n , j e d o c h  n ic h t  in  ih r e m  T e x t  ü b e r l ie fe r t e n  E r k l ä 

r u n g e n  d e r  d r e i F r a n k e n k ö n ig e  b e im  F r ie d e n s s c h lü s s e  zu  

C o b le n z  v o n  8 6 0 .

B e i d e r  v o n  d e n  S ö h n e n  L u d w ig s  d es D e u ts c h e n  8 7 6

1) S. B e ck e r  a. a. 0 .

2) A u ch  d ie  v ie l u m str itten e  p ra e fa tio  zu m  H e lia n d  is t h ie rh er  

zu zieh en .
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im  K ie s  v o l lz o g e n e n  T h e i lu n g  d es  O s tr e ic h e s  is t  d e r  S a c h e  

g e m ä s s , d a  h ie r  k e in e  R o m a n e n  z u g e g e n  w a r e n , a lle in  v o n  

d er  E id e s le is t u n g  in  d e u ts ch e r  Z u n g e  d ie  R e d e , d ie  b e i  d ie se r  

G e le g e n h e i t  in  d e m  b a ld  n a c h h e r  a u fg e z e ic h n e t e n  B e r ic h t  

d e r  A n n a le s  F u ld e n s e s  z u m  e r s te n m a l a ls  t h e u t o n ic a  l in g u a  

a u ft r i t t .  D e r  A u s d r u c k  g e h ö r t  d ie s m a l o h n e  Z w e i f e l  n ic h t  

d e m  o f f iz ie l le n  A k t e n s t ü c k , s o n d e r n  d e m  B e r ic h t e r s t a t t e r  z u ;  

es is t  M e g in h a r t ,  d e m  als  F o r t s e t z e r  d es  d u r c h  se in e  t a c i -  

t e is c h e n  S tu d ie n  b e k a n n t e n  R u d o l f  d ie  E r in n e r u n g  an  d ie  

g e r m a n is c h e  U r z e it  n a h e  l a g .1)  W e n n  e r  n ic h t  e tw a  s e lb s t  

d ie  N e u e r u n g  g e w a g t  h a t , s c h e in t  es je d e n fa l l s  d ie  h is t o r is c h e  

S t im m u n g  d e r  a u f  H r a b a n  z u r ü c k g e h e n d e n  fu ld is c h e n  K lo s t e r 

w e is h e it  ü b e r h a u p t  z u  s e in , w e l c h e r  d ie  la t e in is c h e  L ite r a t u r  

d e r  F o lg e z e i t  d ie se  w o h lg e m e in t e  g e le h r t e  V e r u n s t a l t u n g  des 

d e u ts c h e n  N a m e n s  z u  v e r d a n k e n  h a t . D o c h  is t d ie s e lb e  

n ic h t  z u r e ic h e n d  e r k lä r t ,  w e n n  m a n  m it  Z e u s s  s a g t :  „ D e r  

A n k la n g  z u m  a lte n  N a m e n  T e u t o n e s  w a r  zu  s ta r k , da ss  m a n  

s ic h  d essen  n ic h t  h ä tte  e r in n e r n  m ü s s e n ,“ o d e r  m it  W a i t z  

a u f  das V o r b i l d  e in ig e r  S t e l le n  des C la u d ia n  u n d  d es M e r o -  

b a u d e s  v e r w e is t , an  d e n e n  das  m e t r is c h  b e q u e m e  T e u t o n ic u s  

s ich  —  p a rs  p r o  t o t o  —  d e m  S in n e  v o n  G e r m a n ic u s  a n 

n ä h e r t .* )  D ie  H a u p ts a c h e  is t ,  dass m a n  a u c h  im  B e r e ic h  

d ie se r  p r im it iv e n  W is s e n s c h a f t  d ie  U n n a tu r  e in es  n u n m e h r

1) In  d er  G e rm a n ia , d ie  in  d er  v on  R u d o lf  b e g o n n e n e n , v on  

M e g in h a r t  v o lle n d e te n  T ra n s la tio  A le x a n d r i b e n u tz t  is t, u nd in  den  

A n n a le n  des T a c itu s , d ie  R u d o l f  in  d e n  F u ld e r  J a h rb ü ch e rn  z. J. 852 

c it ir t , k o m m e n  d ie  T e u to n e n  a lle rd in g s  n ich t  vor , w o h l a b er  in  den  

H is to r ie n , w ie  be i so m a n ch em  a n d eren , w e it  m eh r  g e le se n e n  A u tor . 

T e u to n icu s  b o te n  P ro p e rz , S en eca , C la u d ia n  u. a. m . Es k a m  h ie r  

n ur d a ra u f an , den  Id een k re is  zu b e z e ich n e n , in  d em  d ie  V e r w a n d 

lu n g  v on  th eotia cu s  in  te u to n icu s  v o r  s ich  g in g .

2) Zeuss, d ie  D eu tsch en  u n d  d ie  N a ch b a rs tä m m e  S. 6 4 ; W a itz ,

V e r fg . I 3, 31. U eb rig en s  w a g te  C lau d ia n  n u r ein m a l T e u to n icu s  in 

u m fassen d er  B e d e u tu n g , in  E u tro p . I, 40G: T e u to n icu s  v o m e r ; M ero - 

ba n d es  is t  b lo sser  N a ch a h m e r .
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n a c h  la n g e r  U e b u n g  b e r e it s  y,u n a t io n a le m  N e b e n s in n e  g e 

d ie h e n e n  S p r a c h n a m e n s , d e m  d o c h  k e in  r e a le r  V o lk s n a m e  zu  

G r u n d e  la g ,  e m p fin d e n  m u sste . M a n  s u c h te  d a h e r  m e h r  o d e r  

m in d e r  b e w u s s t  n a c h  e in e m  g e n t i le n  S u b s tr a t  fü r  d ie  t e u t is c a  

I in g u a  u n d  g e r ie t h  s o ,  d e m  G e h ö r e  f o l g e n d ,  a u f  d ie  a lte n  

T e u t o n e n . I s t  d o c h  b is  h e u t  d ie  n ä m lic h e  N e i g u n g  b e i u n 

g e s c h u lt e n  g e r m a n is t is c h e n  A n t iq u a r e n  a u s d e m  g le ic h e n  

G r u n d e  n ic h t  v ö l l i g  e r lo s c h e n .

T e u t o n i c u s , d essen  r a s c h e  u n d  w e ite  V e r b r e i t u n g  im

1 0 . J a h r h u n d e r t  fü r  d ie  I n te n s itä t  d e r  l i t e r a r is c h e n  B e z ie h 

u n g e n  s e lb s t  u n t e r  so  u n g ü n s t ig e n  Z e it v e r h ä lt n is s e n  Z e u g n is s  

a b le g t  —  d e n n  in  e in e  le b e n d e  S p r a c h e  is t  es im  M it te la lte r  

n ic h t  ü b e r g e g a n g e n  —  te u to n ic u s  h a t  s ic h  v o r  9 0 0  n ic h t  

o h n e  M ü h e  B a h n  g e b r o c h e n .  N o t k e r ,  d e r  M ö n c h  v o n  S t. 

G a l le n , b r a u c h t  es 8 8 3  z u n ä c h s t  n o c h  h a lb  u n s c h lü s s ig :  no.s, 

q n i  T h e u t o n i c a  s iv e  T e u t is c a  I in g u a  l o q u i m u r ; a n  e in e r  

s p ä te r e n  S t e l l e , d ie  m a n  m it  U n r e c h t  zu  ü b e r s e h e n  p f le g t ,  

s e tz t  e r  s c h le c h t w e g  m il ia r ia  T h e u t o n ic a  d en  I t a l i c a  e n t 

g e g e n .1)  I n  d e m  R e a lb e g r i f f  d e u ts c h e r  M e ile n  l i e g t  in d ir e k t  

e in e , w e n ig s te n s  d ie sse it  d e r  A lp e n  z u m  e r s t e n m a l , v o n  d e r  

S p r a c h e  a b s e h e n d e  A n e r k e n n u n g  d e r  Id e e  e in e s  d e u ts ch e n  

V o lk e s  o d e r  L a n d e s . I n  I t a l ie n  e r s c h e in e n  f r e i l i c h ,  w ie  b e 

r ü h r t , s c h o n  in  e in e r  T r id e n t in e r  G e r ic h t s u r k a n d e  v o m  2 6 .  F e 

b r u a r  8 4 5 2) u n te r  d e n  b e i  d e r  V e r h a n d lu n g  A n w e s e n d e n  

v a ss i d o m n ic i  -—  d es  d u x  L iu t f r e d  —  ta rn  T e u t is c i  q u a m  e t 

L a n g o b a r d i  u n d  s o m it  d ie  U n te r s c h e id u n g  e in e r  d e u ts ch e n  

N a t io n a li t ä t  v o n  d e r  lo m b a r d is c h e n , d ie  m a n  s ic h  a ls  d a m a ls  

a l lg e m e in  r o m a n is ir t  v o r z u s te l le n  h a t . D e n n  a l le in  a u s  d e r  

W a h r n e h m u n g  d e r  g le i c h e n  F r e m d s p r a c h e  k o n n t e  s ic h  d e m  

I t a l ie n e r  d ie  W a h l  d ie ses  b e q u e m e n  S a m m e ln a m e n s  fü r  

b a i r i s c h e , s c h w ä b is c h e  o d e r  a n d e r e , a n  s ic h  g l e i c h g ü l t ig e

2 2 0  S i t  z u n g  d e r  h i s t o r .  C l a s s e  v o m  4 .  M ä r z  1 8 9 3 .

1) M on a ch . S a n g a ll. I, 10 ; II, 1.

2) Muratori A n tiq . I ta l.  I I , 971.
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A b s t a m m u n g  d e r  n ö r d lic h e n  E in w a n d e r e r  e r g e b e n . D e r  N a m e  

F r a n c u s , e in s t  d e m  L a n g o b a r d u s  in  t r a n s a lp in e r  B e d e u t u n g  

ü b e r h a u p t  e n t g e g e n g e s e t z t ,  z o g  s ic h  d o r t  n u n m e h r  a u f  d ie  

G a l lo r o m a n e n  z u r ü c k ;  e in e  it a l is c h e  U r k u n d e  v o n  9 0 9  u n t e r 

s c h e id e t  d r e ie r le i  Z e u g e n : e x  g e n e r e  F r a n c o r u m , L a n g o b a r -  

d o r u m , T e u t o n i c o r u m . Tn D e u t s c h la n d  s e lb s t  w ir d  —  aus 

p a lä o g r a p h is c h e n  G r ü n d e n  —  n o c h  in s  9 . J a h r h u n d e r t  e in e  

a lt s ä c h s is c h e  G lo s s e : G e r m a n ia  =  th iu d is c a  liu d i , d ie  d e u ts c h e n  

L e u t e , g e s e t z t ;  n a c h  je n e r  S te l le  N o t k e r s ,  d ie  v o n  d e u ts ch e n  

M e ile n  re d e t , in  d e r  T h a t  n ic h t  m e h r  u n e r w a r te t .

U e b e r b l i c k t  m a n  so  d ie  g a n z e  R e ih e  v o n  B e is p ie le n  d e r  

A n w e n d u n g  d es  d e u ts c h e n  N a m e n s  au s d e m  J a h r h u n d e r t  v o n  

T a s s i l o ’ s S tu r z  b is  zu m  T o d e  K a r ls  des D i c k e n ,  so  e r g ie b t  

s ich  le id e r  fü r  d ie  u n b e z e u g t e  G e s c h ic h t e  s e in e r  E n t w ic k lu n g
c 5 o

v o r  7 8 8  d a ra u s  n u r  s e h r  w e n ig .  D a s  E in z ig e ,  w a s  w ir  d a b e i 

v o n  F a ll zu  F a l l  n o c h  a n s c h a u l ic h e r  w a h r n e h m e n  k o n n t e n , 

a ls  z u v o r , is t  d a s  la n g s a m e  H e r a b s t e ig e n  d es N a m e n s  th e o d is k  

au s d e r  id e e l le n  L u f t  l in g u is t is c h e r  B e t r a c h t u n g  a u f  d en  

r e e lle n  B o d e n  d e r  v o lk s t h i im lic h e n  G e s a m m t e x is t e n z , d . h . 

a lso  e in e  B e s t ä t ig u n g  des P r o b le m s , k e in e  H a n d h a b e  zu  s e in e r  

L ö s u n g . Im  ü b r ig e n  s ie h t  m a n  e b e n  n u r  d ie  v e r s c h ie d e n e n  

V e r h ä lt n is s e  w id e r g e s p ie g e lt ,  in  d e n e n  im  9 . J a h r h u n d e r t  ein  

B e d ü r fn is s  o d e r  d o c h  e in  A n la s s  b e s ta n d  , s ic h  des B e g r i f fs  

e in e r  d e u ts c h e n  G e s a m m ts p r a c h e  u n te r  d ie s e m  b e r e it s  v o r 

h a n d e n e n  N a m e n  zu  b e d ie n e n :  im  R e c h t s le b e n , w o  es g a lt ,  

a u f  d e n  te c h n is c h e n  A u s d r u c k  z u r ü c k z u g r e i fe n  ; im  k ir c h l i c h e n ,  

w o  es s ic h  u m  g e m e in v e r s t ä n d l ic h e  P r e d ig t  h a n d e l t e ; in  d e r  

L it e r a t u r  a u f  ih r e m  d e r m a l ig e n  S t a n d p u n k t  d e r  U e b e r s e t z u n g  

o d e r  N a c h b i l d u n g ; z u le tz t , s e it  8 4 0 ,  b e i d e n  p o l i t is c h e n  V e r 

h a n d lu n g e n  d e r  n a t io n a l  v e r s c h ie d e n e n  R e ic h s h ä l f t e n . M a n  

e r h ä lt  d e m n a c h  w o h l  e in e  A n z a h l  v o n  F r a g e n  an d ie  G e 

s c h ic h t e  des 8 . J a h r h u n d e r ts  v o r  7 8 8 ,  d ie  A n t w o r t e n  a b e r  

w e r d e n  a lle in  v o n  d ie s e r  s e lb s t  zu  e r w a r te n  se in . U n d  a u ch  

d a d u r c h  k o m m t  m a n  d e r  g e n a u e n  u r s p r ü n g l ic h e n  B e d e u t u n g
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des d e u ts c h e n  S p r a c h n a m e n s  u n d  m it h in  d e n  U m s tä n d e n  

s e in e r  E n t s t e h u n g  n ic h t  n ä h e r , da ss  m a n  n a c h  d e m  V o r g ä n g e  

J a c o b  G r im m ’s a u f  d ie  m a n n ic h fa c h e n  E p it h e t a  ein  A u g e  

h a t , w e lc h e  d e r  t h e o d is c a  l in g u a  n e b e n  d ie s e m  N a m e n  o d e r  

an  s e in e r  S ta t t  in  d en  Q u e lle n  b e ig e l e g t  w e r d e n . G e n t i l is ,  

v u lg a r is ,  b a r b a r u s  s in d  e b e n s o  w e n ig  w ie  p a t r iu s ,  p r o p r iu s , 

v iv u s  a ls  e r lä u te r n d e  U e b e r s e t z u n g e n  v o n  t h e o d is k  g e m e i n t ;  

s ie  k o n n t e n  d e r  d e u ts c h e n  G e s a m m ts p r a c h e  e b e n s o  g u t  n a c h 

g e s a g t  w e r d e n , w e n n  s ie  d ie  f r ä n k is c h e  h iess . A u c h  sie  

s te l le n  le d ig l i c h  G e s ic h ts p u n k te  d a r , u n t e r  d e n e n  d ie  b e r e it s  

b e n a n n t e  S p r a c h e  im  9 . J a h r h u n d e r t  b e t r a c h t e t  w e r d e n  k o n n t e ;  

w e lc h e r  v o n  ih n e n  —- d e n n  e in e r  k o n n t e  es n a c h  b e k a n n t e m  

p s y c h o lo g is c h e n  G e s e tz  n u r  se in  —  b e i d e r  N a m e n s c h ö p fu n g  

s e lb s t  im  8 . J a h r h u n d e r t  m a s s g e b e n d  g e w e s e n ,  lä ss t s ic h  

d u r c h  e in e n  R ü c k s c h lu s s  n ic h t  e r m it te ln .

In d e m  ic h  m ic h  d e r  Z e it  v o r  7 8 8  z u w e n d e ,  m u ss  ic h  

n o c h  b e i lä u f ig  e in e  ir r e fü h r e n d e  E r s c h e in u n g  a u s ,d e m  W e g e  

r ä u m e n . I n  d ie  M o n u m e n t a  A lc u in ia n a  h a t  J a f fe  e in e n  B r ie t  

des p ä p s t l ic h e n  L e g a t e n  G e o r g , B is c h o fs  v o n  O s t i a , an 

H a d r ia n  I . a u f g e n o m m e n , w o r in  j e n e r  ü b e r  d a s  R e s u lta t  

se in e r  im  J a h r e  7 8 6  z u m  Z w e c k e  k ir c h l i c h e r  R e fo r m  n a c h  

E n g la n d  e r fo lg t e n  S e n d u n g  b e r i c h t e t .1)  E s  k o m m e n  d a b e i 

d ie  B e s c h lü s s e  e in es  7 8 7  zu  C e a lc h y d h  in  M e r c ie n  u n te r  

K ö n i g  O ffa  a b g e h a lt e n e n  C o n c i ls  z u r  S p r a c h e , v o n  d e n e n  es 

h e is s t :  e t  in  c o n s p e c t u  c o n c i l i i  c la r a  v o c e  s in g u la  c a p it u la  

p e r le c t a  s u n t  e t  tarn  L a t in e  q u a m  T e u t o n ic e ,  q u o  o m n e s  i n -  

t e l l ig e r e  p o s s e n t , d i lu c id e  r e s e r a ta  s u n t. D e r  B r ie f  w a rd  

z u e rs t  in  d e n  M a g d e b u r g e r  C e n tu r ie n  n a c h  e in e r  in z w is c h e n  

v e r lo r e n e n  V o r l a g e  p u b l i c i r t  u n d  is t  d a n n  m e h r fa c h  in  C o n -  

c i l ie n s a m m lu n g e n  w ie d e r h o lt  w o r d e n . H e r a u s g e b e r  u n d  B e 

n u t z e r  s c h e in e n  d a s  T e u t o n i c e  b is h e r  o h n e  A n s to s s  g e le s e n

1) B ib lio th e c a  rer. ü e rm a n ic . V I ,  155 sq . Z u r D a tiru n g  un d 

G e sch ich te  d er  S y n o d e  v o n  C e a lch y d h  v g l .  I le in s c h , d ie  R e ich e  d er  

A n g e lsa ch se n  zu r Z e it  K arls  d. G r., B reslau  1875 S. 28 ft'.
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z u  h a b e n ;  F r e e m a u  b e t r a c h t e t  es a l s e i n  a j i u S ,  X e y ö j u e v o v  in  

d e r  G e s c h ic h t e  d es  h e im is c h e n  S p r a c h n a m e n s  m it  V e r w u n 

d e r u n g , o h n e  es d o c h  z u  v e r w e r f e n .1) S tü n d e  T h e o d is c e  d a , 

s o  f ä n d e  d ie se r  A u s d r u c k  s p r a c h l ic h  im  A lt e n g l i s c h e n  s e lb s t  

d ir e k te  A n le h n u n g ,  w ie w o h l  es d o c h  s t u t z ig  m a c h e n  m ü ss te , 

ih m  d ies  e in z ig e m a l in  s o lc h e r  F u n k t io n  zu  b e g e g n e n .  M a n  

m ö c h t e  d e s h a lb  z u r  N o t h  d en  fr ä n k is c h e n  A b t  W i g h o d ,  d e r  

a u f  B e fe h l  K a r ls  d es G ro s s e n  d e n  r ö m is c h e n  L e g a t e n  b e 

g le i t e t e  , fü r  d ie  E in s c h le p p u n g  e in e s  im m e r h in  h a lb  z u 

tr e f fe n d e n  W o r t e s  v e r a n t w o r t l i c h  m a c h e n ;  d e n n  e in e r  A u s 

d e h n u n g  des c o n t in e n t a le n  B e g r i f fs  th e o d is k a  a u f  das A n g e l 

s ä ch s is ch e  s ta n d  7 8 7  n ic h t s  E r h e b l ic h e s  im  W e g e .  E n t 

s c h e id e n d  a b e r  is t  d ie  F o r m  t e u t o n ic e  a ls  e in  b e in a h  s ä e u la r e r  

A n a c h r o n is m u s . G e w a h r t  m a n  n u n , d a ss  d ie  M a g d e b u r g e r  

E d it o r e n  a n  z a h lr e ic h e n  P e r s o n e n n a m e n  u n d  z w a r  b e s o n d e r s  

an  d e r e n  A n f a n g s s i lb e n  d ie  g r ö b s t e n , v o n  J a ffe  b e r ic h t ig t e n  

L e s e fe h le r  b e g a n g e n  h a b e n , so  w ir d  m a n  k e in  B e d e n k e n  

t r a g e n , t e u t o n ic e  in  d a s  v e r s tä n d lic h e  s a x o n ic e  z u  v e r w a n 

d e ln .2) E s  b le ib t  s o m it  fü r  d a s  A u f t a u c h e n  des d e u ts c h e n  

N a m e n s  b e i  d ie s e r  S e ite  d es  K a n a ls  u n d  b e im  J a h r e  7 8 8 .

B e i  d e r  n u n  f o lg e n d e n  g e w a g t e n  E r ö r t e r u n g  h a n d e lt  es 

s ich  n ic h t  e tw a  u m  d a s  d e m  H is t o r ik e r  u n z u g ä n g l i c h e  G e -  

h e im n is s  d e r  W o r t s c h ö p f u n g ,  v ie lm e h r  a lle in  u m  d ie  F r a g e , 

w ie , d . h . z u  w e lc h e r  Z e i t  u n d  w o m ö g l i c h  an  w e lc h e r  S te lle , 

v o r  a lle m  in  w e lc h e m  S in n  u n d  u n te r  w e lc h e u  U m s tä n d e n , 

s ic h  d e r  r e in  g e s c h ic h t l i c h e  P r o z e s s  d e r  H e r a u s b i ld u n g  e in es

1) In  d e r  o b e n  a n g e fü h rte n  N o te  „U se  o f  th e  w ord  E n g l is h .“

2) In  sa x o n ice  fü r  a n g lic e  b ra u ch t  m a n  n ich t  n o th w e n d ig  c o n 

t in e n ta le  R e d e w e is e  zu seh en  (v g l .  o . u n d  fe rn e r  S a x o n icu m  ver- 

b u m  in  d er  L u l ’ sch en  B r ie fsa m m lu n g , Ja ffé , b ib l .  III, 3 1 1 ); an  d er  

S y n o d e  v on  C e a lch y d h  n ah m en  d er  E rzb . v . C a n terb u ry , d er  B. v. 

W in c h e s te r  u. s. w . th e il ,  sie  g a l t  d e r  v o ra n g e g a n g e n e n  n o rth u m - 

b r is ch e n  g e g e n ü b e r  für  d ie  K irch e  des s ü d lich e n , v o rw ie g e n d  sä ch 

s isch en  E n g la n d s  ü b erh a u p t.
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n o m e n  p r o p r iu m  fü r  d ie  d e u ts c h e  S p r a c h e  a u s d e m  n o m e n  

a p p e lla t iv u m  „ d ie  V ö l k i s c h e “ , d . h . d ie  V o lk s s p r a c h e , v o l l 

z o g e n  h a b e . D ie s e r  P r o z e s s , d e r ,  w ie  w ir  s a h e n ,  v o r  d e m  

J a h r e  7 8 8  a b g e la u fe n  se in  m u ss , b e s ta n d , i c h  w ie d e r h o le  es, 

in  d e r  e in e  Z e it la n g  c o n s ta n te n  A n w e n d u n g  e in e r  v o n  H a u s  

a u s g a t tu n g s m ä s s ig e n  B e z e ic h n u n g  a u f  d e n  n ä m lic h e n  e in 

z e ln e n  G e g e n s ta n d . A u f  d ie s e n , d ie  G e m e in s p r a c h e  d e r  g e r 

m a n is c h e n  S tä m m e  im  F r a n k e n r e ic h , m u ss  zu  s o lc h e m  E n d e  

in  d e r  b e tr e f fe n d e n  P e r io d e  e in e  e o n c e n t r ir t e  A u fm e r k s a m k e it  

g e r ic h t e t  w o r d e n  se in . E b e n s o  s e lb s tv e r s tä n d lic h  is t  a u f  d e r  

a n d e re n  S e i t e ,  da ss  d ie  in  d e r  N a m e n g e b u n g  l ie g e n d e  b e 

t o n te  H e r v o r h e b u n g  e in e n  G e g e n s a tz  n a c h  a u ssen  in  s ic h  

s c h lie s s t ; I n d iv id u a lb e n e n n u n g  b e z w e c k t  ü b e r a ll  e in e  a u f  V e r 

g le i c h  b e r u h e n d e  U n te r s c h e id u n g . A ls  s o lc h e  G e g e n s ä tz e  

b ie ten  s ic h  a u f  d en  e rs te n  B l i c k  d ie  la t e in is c h e  u n d  d ie  

r o m a n is c h e  Z u n g e  d a r , u n d  m a n  h a t  b a ld  m e h r  an  d en  e in e n , 

b a ld  m e h r  a n  d en  a n d e r e n  g e d a c h t ,  j e  n a c h  d e r  d o p p e lt e n  

A u s le g u n g , d ie  das z w e id e u t ig  s c h il le r n d e  m o d e r n e  W o r t  V o lk  

fü r  B e g r i f f  u n d  N a m e n  d e r  V o lk s s p r a c h e  zu  e r la u b e n  s c h ie n . 

N o c h  h e u te  fa sse n  d ie  e in e n  d e n  le tz te r e n  im  v u lg ä r e n  S in n  

a ls  d ie  S p r a c h e  d e r  M e n g e ,  w o b e i  a ls  c o n tr a s t ir e n d e s  B ild  

n u r  d ie  Id e e  d e s  la t e in is c h e n  I d io m s  a ls  d e r  A u s n a h m e  v o n  

d e r  R e g e l ,  d e r  S p r a c h e  d e r  G e b i ld e te n  o d e r  G e le h r te n  in  

S c h u le  u n d  S c h r i f t w e s e n , K ir c h e  u n d  S ta a t  v o r g e s c h w e b t  

h a b e n  k ö n n t e .  D ie  a n d e r e n  e r b l i c k e n  im  D e u ts c h e n  d a s  

n a t io n a le  M o m e n t :  d ie  T h e o d is k a  w ä r e  d ie  a n g e s ta m m te  

Z u n g e  d es  e ig e n e n  V o lk s  g e g e n ü b e r  d e r  f r e m d a r t ig e n  R e d e , 

w o b e i  s ich  d e r  G e g e n s a tz  zu  d e n  r o m a n is c h e n  R e ic h s g e n o s s e n  

a ls  d e r  n ä c h s te  zu  e m p fe h le n  s c h e in t ;  d o c h  w i l l  i c h  s o g le i c h  

b e m e r k e n , d a ss  n a c h  d e r  A n s i c h t  j e n e r  Z e ite n  das D e u t s c h e  

a u ch  d e m  L a te in  g e g e n ü b e r  a ls  n a t io n a le  E ig e n t h i im lie h k e it  

c h a r a k t e r is i r t  w e r d e n  k o n n t e .

N o c h  e in  d r it te r  G e g e n s a tz  is t  h in  u n d  w ie d e r  in  B e 

t r a c h t  g e z o g e n  w o r d e n ;  a u c h  e r  g e h t  v o m  N a t io n a le n  au s,
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w e n d e t  s ich  a b e r  n a c h  in n e n  s ta t t  n a c h  a u sse n , n ic h t  w id e r  

d a s  F r e m d e ,  s o n d e r n  w id e r  d a s  P a r t ik u la r e .  D ie  d e u ts ch e  

S p r a c h e  w ä r e  d ie  d es  g e s a m m te n  V o l k s ,  des th e o d  in  e m i

n e n te m  S in n e , g e g e n ü b e r  d e m  B a ir is c h , S c h w ä b is c h , S ä c h 

s is ch  u . s. f .  d e r  g e w ö h n l i c h  a ls ' t h e o d a  b e z e ic h n e te n  e in 

z e ln e n  S tä m m e . N u r  s c h a d e , da ss  d ie se  a u f  d en  e rs te n  B l ic k  

ü b e ra u s  lo c k e n d e  A n n a h m e  e in e n  h is t o r is c h e n  c ir c u lu s  v it io s u s  

in  s ic h  b ir g t .  Is t  d o c h  Id e e  u n d  N a m e  d e r  g e m e in s a m e n  

N a t io n a l i t ä t ,  w ie  g e z e ig t ,  v ie lm e h r  u m g e k e h r t  e rs t  a u s d e m  

B e g r i f f  u n d  K e n n w o r t  d e r  g e m e in s c h a f t l i c h e n  S p r a c h e  la n g 

sa m  h e r v o r g e w a c h s e n . D a s s  d e r  G e d a n k e  d e r  n a t io n a le n  

E in h e it  im  8 . J a h r h u n d e r t  a u f  g e r m a n is c h e m  B o d e n  in  a r t i -  

k u lir te m  B e w u s s ts e in  n ic h t  b e s ta n d , e r h e l l t  z u r  G e n ü g e  a u s 

d e m  M a n g e l  e in e s  s e lb s tä n d ig  e n t w ic k e lt e n  u m fa s s e n d e n  V o l k s 

n a m e n s . V e r h ie lt e  es s ic h  a n d e rs , so  m ü ss te n  w i r  d en  T h e o -  

d is c i  s e lb s t , w o  n ic h t  fr ü h e r ,  so  d o c h  w e n ig s te n s  g le i c h z e i t ig  

m it  d e r  T h e o d is c a  l in g u a  b e g e g n e n .  E s b le ib t  m it h in  fü r  

d ie  le t z te r e  b e i  d e m  ä u sse re n  G e g e n s a t z ,  e n tw e d e r  d e r  V u l g ä r 

s p r a c h e  g e g e n  das I d io m  d e r  d u r c h  B i ld u n g  au s d e r  V o l k s 

m e n g e  H e r v o r r a g e n d e n , o d e r  a b e r  d e r  S p r a c h e  d es e ig e n e n  

V o lk s t h u m s  g e g e n ü b e r  d e r  e in es  f r e m d e n . A u c h  z w is c h e n  

d iesen  b e id e n  V o r s c h l ä g e n  e n d g ü l t ig  zu  w ä h le n , is t  n ic h t  s c h w e r .

D a s  a lt d e u t s c h e  th e o d  o d e r  d io t  h a t  n ä m lic h  —  e b e n s o  

w ie  s e in e  g e r m a n is c h e n  V e r w a n d te n , d a s  a lt e n g l is c h e  t h e o d , 

d ie  g o t h is c h e  t h iu d a , d a s  n o r d is c h e  t h io d  —  m it  d e m  b lo ss  

q u a n t ita t iv e n  B e g r i f f  d e r  V o lk s m e n g e ,  a ls o  m it  d e m  V u lg ä r e n  

a u c h  in  d ie s e r  s e in e r  m ild e s te n  B e d e u t u n g , n ic h t s  zu  s c h a f fe n ; 

es b e z e ic h n e t  v ie lm e h r  in  j e n e n  T a g e n  a u s s c h lie s s lic h  das 

V o lk s g a n z e ,  se i es n a t io n a l , sei es p o l i t is c h  o r g a n is i r t ,  w a s  

fü r  d ie  J a h r h u n d e r t e  d e r  S ta m m e s g e s c h ic h te n  th a ts ä c h lic h  

z u s a m m e n fä l lt ,  d e n  V o lk s k ö r p e r ,  d ie  V o lk s p e r s ö n l i c h k e i t .  E s  

b e s a g t  g e n e r e l l  s o v ie l ,  w ie  in d iv id u e l l  d e r  V o lk s e ig e n n a m e : 

G u t - t h iu d a  is t  G o t h o r u m  g e n s , w ie  F r a n k o n o  t h io t  b e i O t fr id  

d ie  g e n s  o d e r  d e r  p o p u lu s  F r a n c o r u m . T h e o d  m a g  d a b e i
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im m e r h in  s e in e r  E t y m o lo g ie  n a c h  u r s p r ü n g l ic h  v o n  d e r  Id ee 

d e r  A b s t a m m u n g  so  w e n ig  a n  s ic h  g e t r a g e n  h a b e n , w ie  e tw a  

d a s  g r ie c h is c h e  e & v o g ,  d a s  d e n n o c h  im  L a u fe  d e r  Z e ite n  

e b e n s o  z u m  te c h n is c h e n  W o r t  fü r  d en  d u r c h  e in e n  e ig e n e n  

g e n t i l ic i s c h e n  N a m e n  a u s g e z e ic h n e te n , in  d e r  R e g e l  a u f  d em  

S ta m m v e r b a n d e  b e r u h e n d e n  V o lk s k ö r p e r  g e w o r d e n  is t . W i l l  

m a n  e in s e i t ig  d en  B lu t z u s a m m e n h a n g , d ie  g e n e a lo g is c h e  E in 

h e it  d ie ses  V o lk s k ö r p e r s  b e t o n e n , so  b r a u c h t  m a n , d e m  la t e i 

n is ch e n  g e n u s  o d e r  n a t io  je n e r  Z e ite n  e n t s p r e c h e n d , im  

D e u ts c h e n  k u n n i, w ie  im  A lt e n g l i s c h e n  c y n  —  so  A n g e l c y n  fü r  

d ie  e n g l is c h e  N a t io n , d a s  g e n u s  A n g l o r u m  s e lb e r . G i l t  es 

d ie  p o l i t is c h e  O r g a n is a t io n  a lle in , so  s te h t  fü r  d e n  n a t io n a le n  

H e e r e s k ö r p e r  a m  l ie b s te n  fo l c ,  g le i c h  d e m  p o p u lu s  fü r  e x e r -  

c itu s  in  d e n  Q u e lle n  d e r  V ö lk e r w a n d e r u n g s p e r io d e ;  im  ü b r ig e n  

a b e r  is t  a u c h  h ie r  th e o d  v o l lk o m m e n  an  s e in e r  S te lle . E s  

g e n ü g t ,  an  d ie  b e k a n n te n  A b le it u n g e n  fü r  s ta a t l ic h e  F u n k 

t i o n ,  v o r  a l le m  a n  d e n  g o t h is c h e n  t h iu d a n s , a ltsä p h s is ch e n  

t h io d a n , a lt e n g l is c h e n  th e ö d e n , d e n  V o lk s h e r r s c h e r ,  o d e r  au  

d en  ä h n l ic h e n  S in n  d es fr ä n k is c h e n  w ie  g o t h is c h e n  P e r s o n e n 

n a m e n s  T h e o d e r i c h  zu  e r in n e r n . D a s  W o r t  is t  s p ä te r  g e g e n  

d a s  M it t e lh o c h d e u t s c h e  h in  a ls  d ie t  in  s e in e r  G e l t u n g  ra s ch  

g e s u n k e n , w ie  g le i c h z e i t ig  g e n s  in  d en  r o m a n is c h e n  S p r a c h e n ;  

fü r  das 9 . J a h r h u n d e r t  d a g e g e n , g e s c h w e ig e  fü r  d a s  8 . ,  b e 

h a u p t e t  es in  D e u ts c h la n d  n o c h  d u rc h a u s  s e in e n  e d le n  G e h a lt . 

S u c h t  m a n  in d ess  n a c h  e in e m  A u s d r u c k , d e r  w ie  d a s  la t e i 

n is c h e  p o p u lu s  v o m  v o r n e h m e n  B e g r i f f  d es  V o lk s k ö r p e r s  z u m  

p le b e j is c h e n  d e r  b lo s s e n  V o lk s m e n g e  h e r a b r e ic h t ,  so  is t  a u sser  

a u f  f o l c  g a n z  b e s o n d e rs  a u f  l iu t  m it  s e in e r  p lu r a le n  N e b e n 

f o r m  liu t i ,  d ie  L e u t e , zu  v e r w e is e n .1)

1) „N o c h  fe h lt  es u n s ,“ k a n n  m an n a ch  m eh r  als 30  Ja h ren  m it 

V ilm a r  (d eu tsch e  A lte r th ü m e r  im  H e lia n d  S. 62) s a g e n , „a n  ein er  

g e n a u e re n  E rö rte ru n g  d er  für  V o lk , S ta m m , G e sch le ch t , in  u nserer 

a lte n  S p ra ch e  v o rk o m m e n d e n  A u sd rü ck e , w e lch e  oh n e  Z w e ife l d u rch 

g ä n g ig  seh r  b e s t im m te  V e rh ä ltn is se  a u f  eb en so  b e s tim m te  W e is e
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F ü r  t h e o d is k  f o l g t  h ie r a u s , da ss  es  s ic h e r  n ic h t  v o lk s -  

m ä s s ig , d . h . z u m  W e s e n  d e r  V o lk s m e n g e  g e h ö r ig ,  v u lg ä r ,  

v ie lm e h r  a lle in  v o lk s t h ü m l i c h , z u m  V o lk s t h u m  o d e r  z u m  

W e s e n  d es  V o lk s k ö r p e r s  g e h ö r ig ,  n a t io n a l ,  a n g e s ta m m t , e in 

h e im is c h  u . d g l .  b e d e u te t  h a b e n  k a n n . W i r d  d o c h  das  g e 

ra d e  G e g e n s t ü c k  a l i e n ig e n a ,  p e r e g r in u s ,  b a r b a r u s  a l t h o c h 

d e u ts c h  a n a lo g  d u r c h  a l i o d io t ig ,  a lt s ä c h s is c h  e l i t h io d ig ,  a lt 

e n g lis c h  e l t h e o d ig  =  „ f r e m d v o l k i g “ w ie d e r g e g e b e n . A u c h  

an  d e m  a lt e n g l is c h e n  g e t h e ö d e  =  d a s  „ G e v o l k e , “ d ie  V o l k s 

s p r a c h e , e r k e n n t  m a n  s o fo r t  d ie  n a t io n a le  F a r b e  d es  S in n s , 

w e n n  m a n  z . B . in  K ö n i g  A e l fr e d s  V o r r e d e  z u r  R e g u la  

p a s to r a l is  G r e g o r s  d . G r . lie s t , w ie  d ie  v e r s c h ie d e n e n  N a t io n e n , 

th e o d a , d ie  h e i l ig e n  T e x t e  o n  h io r a  a g e n  g e t h e ö d e  w e n d o n , 

in  ih r e  e ig e n e  V o lk s s p r a c h e  ü b e r t r a g e n . H ä t te  m a n  u n sere  

fe s t lä n d is c h e  g e r m a n is c h e  S p r a c h e  a ls  d ie  v u lg ä r e  g e g e n ü b e r  

d e m  L a te in  b e z e ic h n e n  w o l le n ,  so  m u ss te  m a n  e in  B e iw o r t

k e n n tlich  m a ch ten  un d m it  u nseren  b i ld li c h e n  u n d  a b s tra k t  g e w o r 

d en en  B e z e ich n u n g e n  s ich  n ich t  v e rg le ic h e n  la ss e n .“ V i lm a r  se lbst 

b e h a n d e lt  ü b r ig en s  a . a . 0 .  g e ra d e  th io d  (th io d a ) n a ch  se in e r  V e r 

w e n d u n g  im  H elia n d  im  a llg e m e in e n  t re ffe n d , w a h re n d  G rim m  in 

se in en  A u s la ssu n g en  ü ber th e o d is k  a lle  m ö g lic h e n  E rk lä ru n g e n  g e is t 

r e ich  d u rch e in a n d e r  w ir ft . —  M an  v g l .  zu m  ob en  G e sa g te n  S te in m e y e r  

und  S iev ers , a lth o ch d . G lo ssen  I, 1 6 4 — G5: g e n te s  =  d eo ta , n a tion es  

=  k h u n n i e t c . ;  fe rn e r  G raff, ah d . S p ra eh sch . V , 124 f f . :  diofc =- gen s , 

n a tio , p op u lu s , b eson d ers  c h a r a k te r is t is c h : liu te  d ie to  =  p o p u lo s  g e n 

tium  ; eb d . II , 193 ff', liu t  -  p op u lu s , p le b s ; II I , 505 ff. f o lc  =  p o p u 

lus, p le b s ;  v u lg u s  h e iss t e in m a l d a z sm a la  liu t, e in  a n d e rm a l lu z ila z  

fo lc h  u. s. w . D a zu  d ie  ü b r ig e n  W ö r te r b ü c h e r ,  w o b e i je d o c h  stets  

d ie  C h r o n o lo g ie  d er  B e le g s te lle n  zu b e a ch te n  ist. D em  a ll  irm in d e o t  

des H ild e b ra n d lie d e s  e n ts p r ich t  g e n a u  d ie  cu n cta  h o m in u m  g en s  des 

W a la h fr id ,  P o e ta e  L a t in i II , 393. A u ch  g e n te s  =  H e id e n v ö lk e r  im  

g lim p flic h e n  S in n e  w ird  d u rch  d e o ta  w ie d e r g e g e b e n , im  sch a rfen  

S in n e  =  H e id en  ü b e rh a u p t s te h t  d a fü r  d ie  h e id in e n ; g e n t ilis  =  h e id 

n is ch  h e isst w ie  p a g a n u s  im m e r  h e id a n is c , n ie  d a g e g e n  —  n a ch  v e r 

m e in t lic h  g o th is c h e m  M u ste r  —  th e o d is k . —  D ie  z a h lre ich e n  C om - 

p o s ita  m it  th e o d  h a b en  in  a llen  g e rm a n isch e n  D ia lek ten  stets  d ie  

B e z ie h u n g  a u f  das g a n ze  V o lk  im  A u g e .
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d ie se r  R ic h t u n g  e tw a  v o n  l iu t  a b le i t e n ;  w ir  w ü r d e n  w a h r 

s c h e in l i c h  d ie  L e u t s c h e n , je d e n fa l ls  a b e r  n ic h t  d ie  D e u ts c h e n  

h e isse n . E in e  T h e o d is k a  d a g e g e n  k o n n t e  n u r  d ie  n a t io n a le  

S p r a c h e , d a s  e in e m  b e s t im m t e n  V o lk s k ö r p e r  a n h a fte n d e , a n 

g e s ta m m te  Id io m  b e d e u te n . D e n k e n  w ir  u n s  O t fr id  u m  e in  

J a h r h u n d e r t  o d e r  e tw a s  m e h r  h in a u fg e r ü c k t ,  so  h ä t te  er  

n e b e n  s e in e m  F r a n k o n o  t h io t  s ta t t  v o n  e in e r  F r e n k is g a  z u n g a  

v ie l le i c h t  n o c h  in  g le i c h e r  T r a g w e i t e  v o n  e in e r  F r a n k o n o  

t h e o d is k a  m it  a p p e lla t iv e r  V e r w e n d u n g  d ie ses  W o r t s ,  d . li. 

e in e r  F r a n c o r u n i  l in g u a  g e n t i l is ,  s p r e c h e n  k ö n n e n . In  W i r k 

l i c h k e i t  i s t ,  w ie  w ir  w is s e n , v o r  7 8 8  d ie sse it  des R h e in s  

d u r c h a u s  n u r  v o n  e in e r  M e h r z a h l  v o n  g e n te s  o d e r  th e o d a  d ie  

R e d e  g e w e s e n . D ie  A n g e h ö r ig e n  je d e s  d ie se r  s e c h s  S tä m m e  

m u ssten  d a h e r  d en  A u s d r u c k  t h e o d is k , s o b a ld  e r  ih n e n  in  

B e z u g  a u f  d a s  e ig e n e  V o lk s t h u m  in  O p p o s it io n  zu  e in e m  

f r e m d e n  e n t g e g e n  g e h a lte n  w a r d ,  in  g e r a d e r  L in ie  a u f  d a s  

b a ir is c h e ,  t h ü r in g is c h e ,  fr ie s is c h e  t h e o d  u . s. w . b e z ie h e n . 

A b e r  a lle  d ie se  a n s c h e in e n d  d iv e r g ir e n d e n  th e o d is k  t r a fe n , 

w e n n  d a m it  a u f  d ie  a n g e s ta m m te  S p r a c h e  g e z ie l t  w a r d , be i 

d e r  w e s e n t lic h e n  E in h e i t  s ä m m t l i c h e r  M u n d a r t e n  in  d e r  S a c h e  

d e n n o c h  z u s a m m e n . S o  w a r d  g le ic h s a m  s c h lu m m e r n d  in  d ie  

V o lk s s e e le ,  g e b e t t e t  in  d e n  n a c h g i e b ig  d e h n b a r e n  N a m e n  

V o lk s s p r a c h e , d e r  G e d a n k e  e in e s  g r ö s s e r e n  th e o d , a ls  e in e r  

s e c h s fä l t ig  e in h e it l ic h e n  N a t io n ,  h in e in g e t r a g e n , u m  in  den  

fo lg e n d e n  M e n s c h e n a lte r n  d u r c h  d e n  s te t ig  w ie d e r h o l t e n  R u f  

„ s o  w e it  d ie  d e u ts c h e  Z u n g e  k l i n g t “ z u m  h e lle n  B e w u s s ts e in  

d es  D e u ts c h t h u m s  e r w e c k t  zu  w e r d e n .

E in e r  so  e in d r in g e n d e n  Z e r g l ie d e r u n g  d e r  e in s c h lä g ig e n  

B e g r i f fe  b e d a r f  es v o r n e h m lic h  fü r  d e n  F a l l ,  da ss  d a s  W o r t  

th e o d is k  s e lb s t  e in e  g a n z  ju n g e ,  e rs t  zu  d e r  in  R e d e  s t e h e n 

d e n  Z e it  u n d  v ie l le i c h t  a u s s c h lie s s lic h  im  H i n b l i c k  a u f  d a s  

e in e  O b je k t , d ie  a n g e s ta m m te  S p r a c h e , zu  S ta n d e  g e k o m m e n e  

A b le i t u n g  a u s d em  u r a lte n  th e o d  d a r s te l lt . W a r  h in g e g e n  

a u c h  d a s  A d je c t iv  t h e o d is k , n a t ü r l i c h  in  g e n e r e l le r  B e d e u tu n g ,
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in  u n s e re n  M u n d a r t e n  s c h o n  in  w e it  f r ü h e r e n  T a g e n  im  

S c h w a n g e ,  j a  v ie l le i c h t  w ie d e r u m  g e r a d e  a u c h  fü r  d en  

G a t t u n g s b e g r i f f  e in e r  b e l i e b ig e n  V o lk s s p r a c h e  g a n g b a r ,  so  

m u ss te  s ic h  d e r  P r o z e s s  d e r  E r h e b u n g  des A p p e l la t iv s  T h e o -  

d is k a  z u m  E ig e n n a m e n  fü r  d ie  d e u ts c h e  G e s a m m ts p r a c h e  in  

d e r  P e r io d e  k u r z  v o r  7 8 8  b e i w e ite m  b e q u e m e r  v o l lz ie h e n . 

I n  lä n g e r e m  U m la u f  h ä tte  d a s  W o r t  g e w is s  an  s c h a r fe m  

G e p r ä g e  e in g e b iis s t ; d ie  E r in n e r u n g  a n  e in  d a r in  s te c k e n d e s  

p r ä c is  u m s c h r ie b e n e s  th e o d  k o n n t e  d a b e i e b e n s o  in  d e n  H in t e r 

g r u n d  g e t r e t e n  se in , w ie  e tw a  fü r  u n s  d ie  an  d ie  w ir k l ic h e  

M u tte r , w e n n  w ir  M u tte r s p r a c h e  s a g e n . D ie  s e ch s  d e u ts c h e n  

„ S t ä m m e “ o d e r  „ V ö l k e r , “ s o  s t r e n g  s ie  s ic h  so n s t  v o n  e in 

a n d e r  u n te r s c h ie d e n  d a c h t e n , m o c h t e n  e in  d e r g e s ta lt  a b g e -  

s c h li f fe n e s  „ a n g e s t a m m t “ o d e r  „ v o l k s t h ü m l i c h “ n u n m e h r  in  

c o n s ta n te m  G e b r a u c h  o h n e  w e ite r e s  a u f  d ie  a lle n  g e m e in 

s a m e  Z u n g e  a ls  s o lc h e  b e z ie h e n  le r n e n . E s  is t  d e s h a lb  v o n  

In te re s s e , d ie  W a h r s c h e in l i c h k e i t  e in e r  P r ä e x is te n z  v o n  t h e o -  

d is k  o d e r  t h e o d is k a  in  g e n e r e l le r  B e d e u t u n g  b e i  u n seren  

S tä m m e n  zu  e r w ä g e n .

Im  D e u ts c h e n  s e lb s t  tr it t  e in  A p p e l la t iv  th e o d is k , d iu tisk  

n e b e n  se in e r  F u n k t io n  a ls  E ig e n n a m e  n ie m a ls  a u f. W ä r e  

es d e n n o c h  e h e d e m  g ä n g  u n d  g e b e  g e w e s e n  u n d  n u r  d u r c h  

s e in e  S p e z ia l is ir u n g  g e n e r e l l  u n m ö g l i c h  g e w o r d e n ,  so  s o llte  

m a n  w e n ig s te n s  fü r  e in e n  a n s c h e in e n d  so  w ic h t ig e n  B e g r i f f  

w ie  n a t io n a l  a ls b a ld  d a s  E m p o r k o m m e n  e in es  e in h e im is c h e n  

E r s a tz w o r t e s  e r w a r t e n . A l le in  u m s o n s t : u n se r  „ v o lk s t h ü m l i c h ' 

h a t  s ich  e rs t e in  v o l le s  J a h r ta u s e n d  s p ä te r  e in g e s t e l l t :  es 

w a r d  z u g le ic h  m it  „ V o lk s t h u m “ s e lb s t  im  J a h r e  1 8 1 0  d u r c h  

d en  a lte n  J a h n  a u s e ig e n e r  M a c h t v o l lk o m m e n h e it  g e s c h a f fe n .1)

1) J a lm  w usste seh r w o h l, w as er th a t : „N a m e n  und S ach e w a r  

son st  E in s b e i u nseren  V o r fa h re n : d eu tsch  lie iss t v o lk s th ü m lich  . . . . 

u nsere V o lk s th iim lic h k e it , o d e r  d ie  D e u ts c h h e it “ (D eu tsch es  V o lk s 

th u m , S. 9 ). M an  sieh t, er  m a ch te  d en  P rozess  des 8 . J a h rh u n d erts  

g ew is serm a ssen  l in g u is t is ch  w ie d e r  r ü c k g ä n g ig  d u rch  e in e  p a tr io 
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E in e  e r h e b l i c h e  R o l l e  d ü r fte  m a n  ü b r ig e n s  d e m  a p p e lla t iv e n  

t h e o d is k  im  E r n s t  a u f  k e in e n  F a l l  b e i le g e n . D a s  M it t e la l t e r  

d a c h te  c o n c r e t ;  m a n  s a g t e :  fr ä n k is c h , s ä c h s is c h , w e ls c h , l o m 

b a r d is c h , w e n n  m a n  d e m  e ig e n e n  S t a m m e s g e fü h le  L u f t  m a c h e n  

o d e r  d ie  a n g e b o r e n e  A r t  d e r  F r e m d e n  k e n n z e ic h n e n  w o l l t e ,  

u n d  g r ü b e l t e  n ic h t  g le i c h  u n s in  t h e o r e t is c h e r  A b s t r a k t io n  

ü b e r  V o lk s t h u m  im  a l lg e m e in e n . U e b e r d ie s  f e h l t  im  N o r 

d is c h e n  e in  d e m  th e o d is k  p a r a lle le s  G e b i ld e  g a n z ,  u n d  d a s  

g le i c h e  lä ss t  s ic h  g e t r o s t  v o m  G o t h is c h e n  s a g e n  : d a s  fo r m e l l  

g e n a u  c o r r e s p o n d ir e n d e  A d v e r b  t h iu d is k o , w o m it  U lfi la s  e in 

m a l s & v i x t ü s  im  S in n e  v o n  h e id n is c h  ü b e r s e t z t ,  w a r  e in e  

fr e ie  N o t h s c h ö p fu n g  fü r  d en  E in z e l fa l l .1)  E in  g a n z  a n d e r e s  

B i ld  g e w ä h r t  d a g e g e n  f r e i l i c h  d ie  H e r a n z ie h u n g  d es  A n g e l 

s ä c h s is c h e n . H ie r  f in d e t  s ic h  w ir k l i c h  e in  A d je c t iv  t h e ö d is c  

in  d e r  a l lg e m e in e n  B e d e u t u n g  z u m  V o l k e  g e h ö r i g ,  e in g e b o r e n ;  

a l le r d in g s  a n  e in e r  e in z ig e n  u n d  z u d e m  s e h r  s p ä te n  S t e l l e ;

tisch reflektiren.de Destillation des im Volksnamen festgfewordenen 

Appellativs.

1) G a l. II , 14. E i  o b  ’Io v d a T o g  vj kxq/cov k f h t x m g  Cf/5 y- a t  o v u  

’ I o v S a i 'x w s ,  z i ä s  r ä  s& vt] u r a y y .a & tg  * I o v d a t £ s i r ;  —  Si tu , cu m  Juda eus 

sis, g e n t il it e r  vivia  e t  n o n  J u d a ice , q u o m o d o  g en tes  c o g is  J u d a iz a re ?  

— J a b a i th u  J u d a iu s  v isa n d s  th iu d isk o  lib a is  ja h  ni ju d a iv is k o , 

h v a iv a  th iu d o s  b a id e is  . ju d a iv is k o n ?  —  D a  U lfilas t u  s i h ’ tj ste ts  du rch  

th iu d o s  ü b e rse tz t , m u sste  e r  h ie r  d er  s tre n g e n  P r o p o r t io n  des g r ie 

ch is ch e n  S atzes  d u rch  ein  w illk ü r lic h  ad  h o c  g e b ild e te s  th iu d is k o  für  

F .dviacög  e b e n so w o h l g e r e c h t  w e r d e n , w ie  d u rch  das n a tü r lich  n ich t  

m in d e r  n e u g e b a ck e n e  ju d a iv is k o n , jü d e ln . D as L a te in  w a r  in  d er 

se lb en  L a g e :  w ä h ren d  son st dem  g e n t ilis  u n d  g e n t ile s  d er  V u lg a ta  

in  d er  I ta la  r e g e lm ä s s ig  G ra ecu s, e th n ic i o d e r  g e n te s  g e g e n ü b e rs te h t , 

g ie b t  es an  d ie ser  e in z ig e n  S te lle  fü r  g e n t il it e r  im  ä lte ren  T e x te  

k e in e  V a r ia n te . H ä tte  im  G o th isch e n  e in  A d je c t iv  th iu d is k s  e x is t ir t , 

so w ü rd e n  w ir  für  o t  e & v t x o i  n ich t  d ie  U m sch re ib u n g  th a i th iu d o  =  

o i  r w v  i& v m v ,  fü r  "E ? .h p > is  zivf .;, q u id a m  g e n t ile s , n ich t  su m a i th iu d o  

=  q u id a m  g e n t iu m  a n tre ffen . A u c h  h in te rd re in  h a t s ich  ein  th iu 

disk s n ich t  e in m a l fü r  h e id n isch  e n tw ic k e lt ;  m an  h ie lt  s ich  an  das 

n eu e  p a g a n u s , da s e in e  sp ä te re  H a n d  als h a ith n o  =  'E X X r jv k ,  p a g a n a  

b ere its  in d ie  g o th is c h e  B ib e l e in g e tra g e n  h a t.
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L a y a m o n  s a g t  in  s e in e m  g e g e n  1 2 0 5  g e s c h r ie b e n e n  B r u t  

( V .  5 8 3 8 )  e in m a l v o n  d en  B e w o h n e r n  R o m s :  th a  t h e ö d is c e  

m e n , d ie  e in h e im is c h e n  M ä n n e r . N i c h t  a l le in  d re i J a h r 

h u n d e r te  ä lt e r , s o n d e r n  a u c h  a n  s ich  u m  v ie le s  m e r k w ü r d ig e r  

is t  s o d a n n  d a s  e b e n s o  v e r e in z e lt e  V o r k o m m e n  e in e s  s u b s ta n -  

t iv ir t e n  N e u tr u m s  t h e ö d is c  in  d e r  g e n e r e l le n  B e d e u t u n g  

„ V o l k s s p r a c h e “ , w o f ü r  g e w ö h n l i c h ,  w ie  g e s a g t ,  g e t h e o d e  

s te h t . T h ä t  th a  ü te m e s ta n  th io d a  e o v e r n e  n a m a n  u p a h e b b a n  

a n d  o n  m a n ig  t h e ö d is c  e o v  h e r ig e n , h e is s t  es in  A e l fr e d s  

B o e t iu s :  da ss  d ie  ä u sse rs te n  V ö lk e r  e u re n  N a m e n  e r h e b e n  

u n d  in  m a n c h e r  V o lk s s p r a c h e  —  in  m a n c h e m  D e u t s c h , is t 

m a n  v e r s u c h t  zu  s a g e n  —  e u c h  p r e is e n .1) W a s  m a n  au s 

d ie se r  E r s c h e in u n g  z u m  m in d e s te n  e n t n im m t , is t  d ie  a u ch  

s o n s t  d e u t l i c h 2) e in g e b o r e n e  N e i g u n g  s p e z ie l l  d e r  W e s t g e r 

m a n e n , au s d e m  V o lk s b e g r i f f e  d a s  e in e  o d e r  a n d e re  D e r iv a t  

fü r  d ie  S p r a c h e  a ls  H a u p t m e r k m a l d e r  N a t io n a l i t ä t  zu g e 

w in n e n . A u f  d ie  P r ä e x is te n z  e in e s  w e s tg e r m a n is c h e n  th e o d is k  

m it  b e s o n d e r e r  l in g u is t is c h e r  T e n d e n z  w ir d  m a n , is o l ir t  u n d  

v e r h ä ltn is s m ä s s ig  ju n g  w ie  d a s  W o r t  b e i  A e l fr e d  a u ft r i t t .  

n i c h t  m it  G e w is s h e it ,  im m e r h in  j e d o c h  m it  W a h r s c h e in l i c h k e i t

1) D ie M etra  ü b era rb e iten  d ie  S te lle  fo lg e n d e r m a s s e n : th ä t eöv  

südh  od d h e  n ord h  th a  y tm e s ta n  eo rd h b ü e n d e  on  m o n ig  th iö d ise  m ic- 

lu m  h erie n , dass eu ch  in  Sü d o d e r  N o r d  d ie  äussersten  E rd b e w o h n e r  

in  m a n ch er  S p ra ch e  s ta t t lic h  p reisen . G rim m  sah  h ie r  so n d e rb a re r 

w e ise  in  th e ö d is c  o d e r  th iö d ise  e in e  N e b e n fo rm  fü r  th e ö d  se lb s t und 

ü b e rse tz te : in  v a r iis  g e n t ib u s ; das R ich t ig e , in  v a r iis  l in g u is  e r g ie b t  

s ich  a u ch  aus d er  V o r la g e , B oe t. d e  c o n s o l. p h il .  II , 7 :  L ic e t  rem otos  

fa m a  p e r  p o p u lo s  m ean s d iffu sa  lin g u a s  e x p lic e t . Es is t  w o h l a u f 

G r im m ’s V o r g a n g  zu rü ck zu fü h ren , w en n  in  W ö r te r b ü ch e r n  fü r  th e ö 

d is c  n e b e n  lin g u a  n o ch  g en s , a b er  oh n e  C ita te , w e it e r le b t ;  s. H. Leo, 

a n g e lsä ch s . G lossen  S. 1 3 2 ; B oä w orth  u . s. w .;  r ic h t ig  d a g e g e n  E tt- 

m ü lle r , L e x ic . A n g lo sa x . p . 598.

2) D a h in  g e h ö r t , w ie  a u f  a lte n g lis c h e r  S e ite  g e th e ö d e , a u f  a lt 

h o ch d e u tsch e r  das fr e ilich  n ich t  m it  u n b e d in g te r  G ew issh e it  d irek t 

a u f  d io t  zu rü ck z u fü h ren d e  d iu ta n , d eu ten  =  dem  e ig e n e n  V o lk e  nah e 

b r in g e n , a u s leg en , ü b ersetzen  u. d g l. m .



2 3 2 S i t z u n g  d e r  h i s t o r .  C l a s s e  v o m  4 .  M ä r z  1 8 0 3 .

s ch lie s s e n  d ü r fe n . Z u g le ic h  e r g ie b t  s ic h  a u fs  n e u e , da ss  d ie  

I n d iv id u a l is ir u n g  d es G a t tu n g s n a m e n s  V o lk s s p r a c h e  z u m  E i g e n 

n a m e n  e in e s  b e s t im m te n  I d io m s  in  D e u t s c h la n d  a l le in  u n d  

d o r t  je d e n fa l ls  n a c h  d e r  A u s w a n d e r u n g  d e r  A n g e l n  u n d  

S a c h s e n  s t a t tg e fu n d e n  h a t .

I c h  k e h r e  d a m it  z u  d e r  u n s  e ig e n t l i c h  b e s c h ä ft ig e n d e n  

B e g e b e n h e it  —  w ir  d ü r fe n  o h n e  B e d e n k e n  s a g e n : d es  8 . J a h r 

h u n d e r ts  —  z u r ü c k . S ie  b e s t a n d , w ie  b e r ü h r t , a u s e in e r  

s t e t ig  f o r t g e s e t z t e n , u n g e w ö h n l i c h  h ä u fig e n  N e n n u n g  d e r  

„ V o l k s s p r a c h e “ —  s t i l l s c h w e ig e n d  d a r u n t e r  v e r s ta n d e n  d ie  

e ig e n e  —  g e g e n ü b e r  e in e m  d a m it  v e r g l i c h e n e n  fr e m d e n  

I d io m , w o d u r c h  —  n a t ü r l i c h  u n v e r m e r k t  —  d ie  a p p e lla t iv e  

B e z e ic h n u n g  z u m  n o m e n  p r o p r iu m  v e r d ic h t e t  w a r d . D e r  

g e is t ig e  B l i c k  m u sste  f e r n e r  d a b e i a u f  d ie  G e m e in s p r a c h e  

m e h r e r e r  d e u ts c h e r  S tä m m e  als  s o lc h e  g e r ic h t e t  s e in ,  d e n n  

so n s t  h ä tte  m a n  o h n e  Z w e i f e l  d ie  v o r h a n d e n e  c o n c r e t e  B e 

n e n n u n g  F r ä n k is c h  o d e r  S c h w ä b is c h  u . s. w . n i c h t ,  v e r la sse n . 

D a s  le i t e t  s o fo r t  n ic h t  a l le in  a u f  e in  b e w u s s t , j a  m it  A b s i c h t  

v o l lz o g e n e s  G e s c h ä f t ,  s o n d e r n  z u g le ic h  a u f  d en  G e g e n s a tz  

z u m  L a te in  a ls  d en  e in z ig  m ö g l i c h e n .  D ie  C o n t in g e n t e  d e r  

r e c h ts r h e in is c h e n  S t ä m m e , d ie  a u f  d en  F e ld z ü g e n  P ip p in s  

u n d  K a r ls  m it  e in a n d e r  d en  R o m a n e n  b e g e g n e t e n , w e r d e n , 

n a iv  w ie  s ie  d a c h t e n ,  z w a r  in  ih r e r  G e m e in s p r a c h e , a b e r  

n ic h t  v o n  ih r  v ie l  g e s p r o c h e n  h a b e n . Im  ü b r ig e n  k a m  d en  

D e u ts c h e n  in  ih r e r  M e n g e  d ie  r u s t ic a  R o m a n a  d a m a ls  w e n ig  

zu  G e h ö r ,  v o n  n a t io n a l  g e f ä r b t e r  p o l i t is c h e r  P a r t e iu n g ,  w ie  

n a c h  8 4 0 ,  w a r  n o c h  k e in e  R e d e . D e r  h ö h e r e  C u ltu r v e r k e h r  

im  R e i c h  v e r l i e f  in  e rs te r  L in ie  la t e in is c h , in  z w e ite r  f r ä n k is c h . 

A u c h  z u m  L a te in  a b e r  fü h lt e  m a n  s ic h  a u f  g e r m a n is c h e r  S e ite , 

w ie  s c h o n  h e r v o r g e h o b e n ,  n o c h  in  n a t io n a le m  G e g e n s a tz . 

E in e m  O t fr id  in  s e in e r  D ic h t u n g  so  g u t ,  w ie  K ö n i g  A e l f r e d  

in  s e in e r  U e b e r s e t z u n g  s te h e n  b e i ih r e r  A r b e i t  d ie  K r ia c h i  

j o h  R o m a n i , d ie  G r e c c a s  u n d  L a e d e n w a r e ,  L a t e in m ä n n e r , 

d ie se  V o r b i ld e r  l i t e r a r is c h e r  T h ä t ig k e i t ,  m it  d e n e n  zu  w e t t -
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e ife r n  d e m  F r a n k e n  w ie  d e m  E n g lä n d e r  S t o lz  u n d  P f l i c h t  

ist, a ls  g r e i f b a r e  V o lk s k ö r p e r  l e b e n d ig  v o r  A u g e n .  U n d  n u r  

d a s  L a t e in  b o t  j a  ü b e r h a u p t  v e r m ö g e  s e in e r  g a n z e n  S t e l lu n g  

im  g e is t ig e n  L e b e n  G e l e g e n h e i t ,  u n d  z w a r  b e s t ä n d ig e ,  zu  

e in e r  m it  l in g u is t is c h e r  B e s in n u n g  b e t r ie b e n e n  G o n fr o n t a t io n  

m it  d e r  e ig e n e n  V o lk s s p r a c h e ,  d ie  m a n  d a b e i a ls  s o lc h e  

k e n n t l ic h  zu  b e z e ic h n e n  w ie d e r  u n d  w ie d e r  A n la s s  fa n d .

I s t  d e m  so , w ie  es d e n n  w o h l  z u g e s ta n d e n  w e r d e n  w ir d , 

so  lä ss t  s ic h  a m  E n d e  a u c h  d e r  b e s o n d e r e  K r e is  d es g e is t ig e n  

L e b e n s  n ä h e r  a n g e b e n , in  w e lc h e m  d e r  g e d a c h t e  V o r g a n g  

se in e n  S c h a u p la tz  h a tte . A n  d e n  S ta a t  in  s e in e r  u r k u n d e n d e n  

u n d  g e s e tz g e b e n d e n  W a l t u n g  w ir d  m a n , o b w o h l  d ie  ä lte s te n  

Z e u g n is s e  fü r  d ie  th e o d is c a  l in g u a  u ns g e r a d e  a u f  d ie se m  

G e b ie te  a u fs to s s e n , t r o t z d e m  n ic h t  d e n k e n  w o l le n . E r  v e r 

fä h r t  d a  n ic h t  e ig e n t l ic h  s p r a c h v e r g le i c h e n d ; v o n  p r a k t is c h e n  

T e n d e n z e n  b e s e e lt ,  n im m t  e r  d ie  D in g e  e in fa c h , w ie  s ie  l i e g e n . 

W i e  e r  d ie  r e c h t l i c h e n  t e r m in i  d e r  g r ö s s e r e n  K la r h e i t  h a lb e r  

in  la k o n is c h e n  C ita te n  a u s d e r  V o lk s s p r a c h e  in  s e in e  la t e in i 

s c h e n  A k t e n s t ü c k e  h e r ü b e r s e t z t , so  b e d ie n t  e r  s ich  a u c h  d er  

S p r a c h n a m e n  k u r z  als  e in m a l v o r h a n d e n e r  T h a t s a c h e n . E r  

m o c h t e  m it  p o l i t is c h e m  B e d a c h t  z u m a l 7 8 8  b e i d e r  K a t a 

s t r o p h e  T a s s i l o ’ s e in e n  fe r t ig e n  A u s d r u c k  w ie  T h e o d is k a  

w ä h l e n ,  d e r  d e n  ö s t l ic h e n  S tä m m e n  d ir e k te r  e n t g e g e n k a m , 

als  d e r  f r ä n k is c h e  N a m e . Z u r  v o r h e r g e h e n d e n  E in ü b u n g  

je n e s  A u s d r u c k s  in  d e r  g e r m a n is c h e n  G e m e in s p r a c h e  s e lb s t  

a b e r  h a t  e r  s c h w e r l i c h  v ie l  g e t h a n  o d e r  th u n  k ö n n e n .

A n d e r s  s te h t  es n a t ü r l i c h  m it  d e r  C u lt u r p o l i t ik  des 

K ö n i g s  s e l b e r ,  m it  s e in e r  b e r ü h m te n  F ü r s o r g e  fü r  S c h u le , 

S p r a c h e  u n d  L it e r a t u r .  N u r  da ss  d ie s e lb e  in  fe in e r e r  u n d  

in te n s iv e r e r  W e is e  b e k a n n t l ic h  e rs t  m it  d e n  a c h t z ig e r  J a h r e n  

b e g i n n t ,  u n d  d ie  d e u ts c h lin g u is t is c h e n  B e m ü h u n g e n  in s b e 

s o n d e re , E n t w u r f  w ie  s ie  b l ie b e n , g e w is s  e rs t d e r  Z e it  n a c h  

d e r  U n t e r w e r fu n g  B a ie r n s  a n g e h ö r e n . A u c h  e r h o b e n  w ir  

au s E in h a r t  u n d  v e r w a n d te n  A u t o r e n  d ie  d r in g e n d e  W a h r -

1 8 9 3 .  P h i l o s . - p l i U o l .  u .  h i s t .  C I .  2 .  1 6
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s c h e in l i c h k e i t , d a ss  g e r a d e  a m  H o f e ,  w o  m a n  in  d e r  T h a t  

im  e n g e r e n  S in n e  fr ä n k is c h  s p r a c h , w o h l  in  d e r  R e g e l  a u c h  

v o m  F r ä n k is c h e n  im  w e ite r e n  S in n e  d es  D e u t s c h e n  g e 

s p r o c h e n  w a r d . J e d e n fa l ls  w ir d  es z u r  A u s b i ld u n g  d es le t z 

te r e n  W o r t s  zu m  fe s te n  S p r a c h e ig e n n a m e n  in  d ie se n  K r e is e n  

w ä h r e n d  d e r  k r ie g e r i s c h e n  J a h r e  v o r  7 8 8  s c h w e r l ic h  g e 

k o m m e n  s e in . M a n  b e d a r f  d a fü r  o h n e h in  d es  A n s a t z e s  e in e r  

lä n g e r e n  P e r io d e ,  w o r a u s  z u g le i c h  zu  f o l g e r n  is t , da ss  a u ch  

L it e r a t u r  u n d  S c h u le  ü b e r h a u p t , s o w e it  s ie  v o n  d e r  K ir c h e  

zu  t r e n n e n  s in d ,  in  ih r e n  s c h w a c h e n  A n f ä n g e n  v o r  je n e m  

E p o c h e ja h r  w e n ig  d a z u  b e it r a g e n  k o n n t e n . W i r  w e r d e n  

s o n a c h  in  je d e r  H in s ic h t  a u f  d ie  k ir c h l i c h e  R e g i o n  a ls  s o lc h e  

v e r w ie s e n . V o n  d e r  K ir c h e  e r h a lte n  w i r  d e n n  a u ch  s o g le ic h  

d e n  te r m in u s  a cju o  fü r  d e n  u n s  b e s c h ä ft ig e n d e n  V o r g a n g .

V e r g e g e n w ä r t ig e n  w ir  u n s  a b e r m a ls , dass d ie  c o n s ta n te  

B e z e ic h n u n g  d es  d e m  L a t e in  g e g e n ü b e r g e s t e l l t e n  I d io m s  als  

th e o d is k a  d a n n  u n d  d o r t  v o r a u s z u s e tz e n  se in  w ir d ,,  w a n n  u n d  

w o  m a n  w e d e r  a l le in  n o c h  in  e r s te r  L in ie  d a s  e ig e n t l ic h  

f r ä n k is c h e  W e s e n ,  v ie lm e h r  d ie  S u m m e  d e r  d e u ts c h e n  S tä m m e  

ü b e r h a u p t  o d e r  d o c h  e in e  M e h r z a h l  v o n  ih n e n  m it  U e b e r -  

l e g u n g  in s  A u g e  fa ss te . G e r a d e  das w a r  d ie  b e r u fs m ä s s ig e  

A u f g a b e  d e r  d e u ts c h e n  K ir c h e  v o n  d e n  T a g e n  ih r e r  G r ü n d u n g  

h e r . G e r m a n ie n , a ls  G a n z e s  an  u n d  f ü r  s ic h  g e is t ig  e r 

g r i f fe n  , t r i t t  u n s  in  k e in e m  B u c h e  des M it te la l te r s  s o  o f t  

u n d  so  s ta r k  e n t g e g e n , w ie  in  d e r  S a m m lu n g  d e r  B r ie fe  v o n  

u n d  a n  B o n i fa z .  I h m  s c h w e b t  v o n  A n f a n g  a n  u n d  je d e r z e i t  

das r e c h t s r h e in is c h  d e u ts c h e  L a n d , d ie  p la g a  o r ie n ta l is  R e n i  

flu m in is , a ls  p r o v id e n t ie l l  b e s t im m te s  M is s io n s g e b ie t  v o r  d e r  

S e e le . D o r t  h a t  e r  s ic h  v o m  le g a t u s  G e r m a n ic u s  d e r  a l l 

g e m e in e n  K i r c h e  z u m  g e is t l ic h e n  O b e r h a u p t  d e r  v o n  ih m  

fü r  d ie se  e r w o r b e n e n  p r o v in c ia  G e r m a n ia e  e m p o r g e s c h w u n g e n . 

D a s  P a p s t th u m  e r b l i c k t e  v o n  s e in e r  fe r n e n  H ö h e  h e r a b  in  

d e n  n e u  h e r b e iz u b r in g e n d e n  S tä m m e n  d ie se s  L a n d e s  v on  

v o r n h e r e in ,  d e r  g e s c h ic h t l ic h e n  E n t w ic k lu n g  v o r g r e i f e n d ,  e in e
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e in z ig e  g r o s s e  N a t io n . D r e im a l  —  z w is c h e n  7 2 2  u n d  7 3 2

—  is t  in  d e n  S c h r e ib e n  G r e g o r s  I I .  a n d  I I I .  an  d e n  S e n d 

b o te n  u n d  K i r c h e n s t i f t e r  —  e in  a lle in s te h e n d e s  F a k t u m  in  

d e r  k a r o l in g is c h e n  Z e it  —  s c h le c h t w e g  v o n  d e r  g e n s  G e r -  

m a n ia e ,  w ie  v o n  e in e m  u n d  d e m s e lb e n  t h e o d , d ie  R e d e .1) 

B o n i fa z  in  s e in e r  r e a le n  A n s c h a u u n g  d es S o n d e r d a s e in s  d e r  

e in z e ln e n  d e u ts c h e n  t h e o d a  s p r ic h t  d a g e g e n  w ie d e r  u n d  w ie d e r  

n u r  v o n  d e r  V ie l z a h l  d e r  g e n te s  o d e r  p o p u l i  G e r m a n ia e , d er  

G e r m a n ic a e  g e n t e s .2)  I n d e m  e r  s ie  je d o c h  z u g le ic h  ste ts  in  

G e d a n k e n  in s g e s a m m t  u m fa s s t  —  w o r in  k o n n t e  ih m  d ie

1) Jaffe, b ib l.  III , 8 1 ;  8 6 ; 91 .

2) E s w ä re  u n r ich t ig , u n t e r  d e n  g e n te s  G erm a n ia e  o d e r  G e rm a 

n ica e  g en tes  des B o n ifa z  n ich ts  an deres , a ls  „ d ie  H e id en  G erm a n ie n s, 

d ie  g e rm a n isch e n  H e id e n “ zu verste h en . G en tes, e in st w ie  r a  e ftv r] 

a ls b lo sse r  S a m m eln a m e  fü r  e in e  b e l ie b ig e , u n g e g lie d e r te  M asse h e id 

n isch e r  M en sch en  g e b r a u c h t ,  h a t im  8 . J a h rh u n d ert ü b e rh a u p t nur 

n o ch  se lten  d iese B e d e u tu n g ; lä n g s t  w a r  d a fü r  g e n t ile s  u nd v o r  a lle m  

p a g a n i e m p o rg e k o m m e n . G en tes  se lb st h a tte  sich  d e m  g e g e n ü b e r , 

w o  es. ü b e rh a u p t m it  h e id n is ch e r  F ä rb u n g  v erseh en  ersch e in t, an  d ie  

P e r ip h e r ie  d er  ch r is t lich e n  W e lt  zu rü ck g e z o g e n  u nd b e z e ich n e t  d or t 

d ie  v o n  d er  v o ca t io  g e n t iu m  n o ch  n ich t  e r re ich te n  H e id e n v ö lk e r  in  

ih rer  n a tü r lich e n  G lie d e ru n g . So  m a g  es a u ch  B on ifa z  an  v ie len  

S te lle n  m ein en . D ass ih m  je d o c h  d a b e i w irk lich  d ie  e in ze ln en  S tä m m e 

G erm a n ie n s  v o r  A u g e n  steh en , b e w e is e n  W e n d u n g e n  w ie  a d  p ra e d i- 

ca n d u m  G erm a n ia e  erron e is  vel p a g a n is  g e n t ib u s , p ro  G erm a n ic is  

g e n t ib u s  id o lo ru m  cu ltu ra e  d e d it is  u. d g l., w o  d ie  h e id n isch e  C h a ra k 

te r is t ik  d en  g e n te s  erst v o n  aussen  d u rch  b eson d ere  Z u sä tz e  b e ig e 

l e g t  w i r d ; fe rn e r  das fü r  g e n te s , w en n  nuch  n ur v e re in z e lt  e in tre te n d e  

p o p u li ;  e n d lich  d ie  A u ffü h ru n g  d er  e in z e ln e n  S tä m m e u n ter  ih rem  

N a m e n , w ie  g e n s  B a ioa r io ru m . —  S ch on  o b e n  h a b en  w ir  erw ä h n t, 

dass g e n te s  n u r in  je n e m  g lim p flic h e n  S in n e d e r  n o ch  u n b ek eh rten  

V ö lk e r  im  D eu tsch en  d u rch  th e o d a  ü b erse tz t w ir d ;  a lle s  an d ere  

H e id n is ch e  w ird  ste ts  m it  d iesem  n och  h eu te  g a n g b a r e n  N a m e n  b e 

z e ich n e t . T h e o d isk a  k ö n n te  d a h er  a u f k e in e n  F a ll ein e U e b e rtra g u n g  

v on  l in g u a  g e n t il is  a ls „d e r  h e id n is ch e n  S p r a c h e “ se in , v ie lm eh r  

h öch sten s  im  M un de  des B ek eh rers d er  th e o d a  e in en  le ic h te n  B e i

g e sch m a ck  v o n  „h e id n is ch e r  V o lk s s p r a c h e “ e rh a lten  h a b en , d er  je d o c h  

a u f  d ie  B ek eh i’ten  d a n n  n ic h t  ü b e rg in g .
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E in h e i t  d ie ses  se in e s  M is s io n s g e b ie te s  d e u t l ic h e r  g e g e n w ä r t i g  

se in , a ls  in  d e r  S p r a c h e  ? E r  z u e rs t  k a n n  u n d  w ir d  d ie se  

in  ih r e r  w e s e n t l ic h e n  I d e n t i t ä t  v o n  d e r  f r ie s is c h e n  K ü s te  b is  

a n s  b a ir is c h e  G e b i r g  h in a u f  m it  g e r e i f t e m  B e w u s s ts e in  b e 

g le i t e t  h a b e n . I h r e  C o n fr o u t a t io n  m it  d em  L a te in  w a r  das 

e ig e n s te  G e s c h ä ft  d es  B e k e h r e r s  u n d  P r e d ig e r s .  W a s  k ü m 

m e r te  ih n  d a b e i  T h ü r i n g i s c h , S c h w ä b is c h  o d e r  F r ä n k is c h  ? 

E s  w a r  im m e r  das g le i c h e  g e t h e o d e  o d e r  t h e ö d is c  —  u n i es 

a n g e ls ä c h s is c h  a u s z u d r ü c k e n  — , in  d a s  e r  d ie  Id e e n  d e r  

K ir c h e n s p r a c h e  zu  ü b e r s e tz e n  h a tte . W a s  b e i  d en  T a u f -  

h a n d lu n g e n  d e r  f r ü h e r e n  J a h r z e h n te  p r a k t is c h  z u r  S p r a c h e  

k a m ,1)  m u ss te  im  S c h o o s s e  d e r  g e r m a n is c h e n  S y n o d e n  d er  

v ie r z ig e r  J a h r e  a u f  e in e  g e w is s e  th e o r e t is c h e  S tu fe  e r h o b e n  

w e r d e n . W e n n  ir g e n d w o ,  s o  w a r  d o r t  d e r  A n la s s  g e g e b e n ,  

d en  N a m e n  e in e r  T h e o d is k a  G e r m a n ie n s  a u f  d ie  B a h n  zu  

b r in g e n .

E s  l i e g t  m ir  fe r n , d ie se  s ic h  a u fd r ä n g e n d e  Y e r m u t h n n g  

fü r  m e h r  z u  h a lte n  a ls  s ie  i s t ;  a b e r  s o v ie l  w ir d  m a n  a l le r 

se its  e in r ä u m e n , d a ss  in  d e r  N a t u r  d e r  b e r ü h r t e n  V e r h ä lt n is s e  

d e r  A u s g a n g s p u n k t  fü r  d ie  a l lm ä h l ic h e  U m w a n d lu n g  des 

G a t tu n g s n a m e n s  T h e o d is k a  in  e in  n o iu e n  p r o p r iu m  d e r
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1) Im  Ja h re 73 9  h ie lt  B on ifa z  in  B a ie rn  d ie  W ie d e r ta u fe  fü r  

n ö th ig  b e i s o lch e n , q u i b a p t iz a t i su n t p e r  d iv e rs ita te m  et d e c lin a - 

t io n e m  lin g u a ru m  g e n t i l i t a t is ;  P a p s t  G re g o r  III ., de ssen  S ch re ib e n  

d iese  N o t iz  e n th ä lt  (J a ffe  1. c. p . 105), e n tsch ie d  je d o c h  in  an d erem  

S in n e. V e r g le ic h t  m a n  d a m it  e in en  a n a lo g e n  F a l l  v o n  74G (ib . p. 

16 8), w o  es h e iss t, d e r  ta u fe n d e  P r ie s te r , q u i L a t in a m  lin g u a m  p en itu s  

ig n o r a b a t ,  h a b e  b e i  d e r  T a u fe  n esc ie n s  L a t in i e lo q u i i ,  in fr in g e n s  

l in g u a m  g e s a g t :  b a p t iz o  te  in  n o m in e  p a tr ia  e t  filia  e t sp ir itu s  

sa n cti, so w ird  m a n  au ch  d ie  erste  S te lle  n ich t  a u f  ein  H e rsa g e n  d er  

T a u ffo rm e l in  d er  V o lk s s p ra ch e  d eu ten  d ü rfen , son d ern  e b e n fa lls  a u f 

e in  „d u r ch  d ie  V e rs ch ie d e n h e it  u n d  A b w e ich u n g  d er  Z u n g e n  d er  

H e id e n s c h a ft“ v e rd o rb e n e s  L a te in  sc lilie ssen  m üssen . N ic h ts d e s to 

w e n ig e r  b o te n  F ra g e n  d ie ser  A r t  G e le g e n h e it , den  G e g e n sa tz  des 

L a te in isch e n  u n d  T h e o d isk e n  v or  d er  G em ein d e  m a n n ig fa c h  zu  erörtern .



d e u ts ch e n  G e s a m m ts p r a c h e  z u  e r k e n n e n  is t . S e lb s t  an  e in e n  

a n g e ls ä c h s is c h e n  A n h a u c h ,  d e r  d a s  n o c h  n ic h t  v o r h a n d e n e  

c o n t in e n t a le  W o r t ,  n a c h  ö r t l i c h e r  G e w o h n h e i t  le is e  m o d i f ic ir t ,  

h e r v o r g e r u f e n ,  o d e r  a b e r  d a s  lä n g s t  v o r h a n d e n e  zu  n e u e m  

L e b e n  a n g e fr is c h t  h ä t t e ,  w ü r d e  zu  d e n k e n  w e n ig s te n s  e r 

la u b t  s e i n ;* )  h a t  d o c h  a n e r k a n n te r m a s s e n  a u c h  d ie  G e n e r a t io n  

d e r  e rs ten  N a c h f o l g e r  d es B o n i fa z  n o c h  m it  a lt e n g l is c h e n  

G e d a n k e n  u n d  W o r t e n  o p e r ir t .  W i e  s ic h  v o n  s e lb s t  v e r 

s te h t , m u sste  d a n n  d ie  g a n z e  le b e n d ig e  S p r a c h a r b e i t  d ie ser  

n ä c h s te n  F o lg e z e i t ,  in  d e r  d ie  E in h e i t  d e r  d e u ts c h e n  K ir c h e  

in n e r l i c h  fe s t e r  a u s g e b a u t  u n d  d u r c h  d ie  H e r e in z ie h u n g  des 

S a c h s e n s ta m m e s  ä u s s e r lich  v o l le n d e t  w a r d , h in z u k o m m e n , u m  

d e r  T h e o d is k a  a ls  u n a b lä s s ig  a u fh o r c h e n d e r  S c h ü le r in  d er  

L a t in a  d ie  v o lle  W ü r d e  e in e s  l in g u is t is c h e n  I n d iv id u a lb e g r i f fe s  

zu  v e r le ih e n . U n d  n u r  in  d ie s e m  a llg e m e in e n  S in n e  m ö c h t e  

ic h  es a u fg e fa s s t  w isse n , w e n n  ic h  d e n  N a m e n  D e u ts ch  fü r  d en  

g e s c h ic h t l ic h e n  T a u fn a m e n  u n s e re s  V o lk e s  z u  e r k lä r e n  w a g e .

D o v c :  G e s c h i c h t e  d e s  d e u t s c h e n  V o l k s n a m e n s .  2 3 7

1) V o ra u sg e se tz t  n a tü r lich , dass th e ö d is c  o d e r  w e n ig s te n s  g e th e - 

öd e  s ch o n  so la n g e  v o r  A e lfre d s  Z e it  im  A lte n g lis c h e n  ü b lich  w ar .
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