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Spondylus somalicus, spec. nov.

Holotpye: Somalia (Zoologische Staatssammlung Eing. Kat. Nr. 1865). — Paratypes: 2 specimens, same data

(Coli. M. Parth).

Measurements. Width of holotype: 10.5 cm, of paratypes: 10.3 cm, 11.5 cm.

Shape. Large for the family, heavy, elongate-ovate, variable. Form of lower valve quite straight,

Upper valve varying from gibbous to depressed. Surface of upper valve generally smooth, only in

paratype 1 about 8— 9 stronger principal ribs visible bearing short, spatulate spines. Interstitial area

smooth. Umbonal area rounded.

Colour. Colour varies from purple to red. Internally white with a purple, crenulated margin.

Area of attachment very large.

Habitat. Apparently on dead corals.

Distribution. Only known from the waters of Somalia, no other exact data available.

Discussion

Spondylus somalicus, spec. nov. can be easily dinstinguished from the most related and very

similar species S. gaederopus (Linne, 1758) mainly by the following characters (see Lamprell 1987):

a. Bigger size of S. somalicus.

b. Longer spines in S. gaederopus on the principal ribs (generally smooth or short spined in

5. somalicus).

c. Longer interstitial spines in S. gaederopus.

d. Very different umbonal area which is rounded in 5. somalicus, while pointed in S. gaederopus.
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