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Fig. 1. Mecyclothorax bilaianiis, spec. nov. Habitus. Length: 4 mm.

very oblique, deep, prolonged just medially of eyes almost behind posterior supraocular seta. Labrum
transverse, truncate, 6-setose. Maridibles moderately elongate, apically suddenly curved. Mentum
with distinct, apically rounded tooth. Antenna short, barely surpassing posterior border of pronotum,

median antennomeres c. 1.5 x as long as wide. Posterior supraorbital seta situated well behind posterior

border of eye. Frons with shallow, oblong median groove. Surface impunctate, without microreticula-

tion, glossy.

Pronotum. Large, wide, circular, considerably wider than long, in middle rather depressed, later-

ally evenly curved, without any excision in front of the basal angles. Widest diameter slightly in front

of middle. Base as wide as apex. Apex straight, apical angles feebly projecting, rounded off. Base

slightly convex, laterally rather oblique. Basal angles perceptible though very obtuse. Marginal Channel

narrow throughout, barely widened near basal angles, base and apex not margined. V-shaped anterior

sulcus only laterally perceptible. Median line distinctly impressed, anteriorly slightly, posteriorly

much abbreviated. Basal grooves linear, elongate, straight. Basal area not explanate, on same level with

disk, almost impunctate. Anterior marginal seta situated slightly in front of middle, slightly removed
from lateral niargin, posterior marginal seta absent. Surface impunctate, without any microreticulation,

highly glossy.

Elytra. Short and wide, dorsally markedly convex, widest diameter in middle. Shoulders obtusely

rounded off, lateral margin evenly curved. Basal margin strong, oblique, slightly sinuate, connected to

scutellary striole. Striae except for sutural Stria much abbreviated at Shoulder, all Striae except for inner

two also abbreviated at apex. Sutural Stria fairly impressed, 2""^-4"' Striae slightly impressed, very

coarsely punctate, 5"' and 6"' Striae not impressed, though punctate, 7* Striae barely perceptible.

Scutellary striole fairly elongate, situated mediad of P' interval. Marginal Channel narrow. 3rd interval

with 2-3 setiferous punctures in centre of interval, anterior puncture in basal fourth, posterior puncture

in middle, on left elytron an additional puncture slightly behind middle. Punctures rather inconspic-

uous, setae extremely short. Near apex with two setiferous punctures outside 3"* Stria in a deep,

elongate striole marking the Prolongation of 7* stria. Marginal pores inconspicuous, about 13 in a row
that is slightly interrupted in middle. Intervals impunctate, without any traces of microreticulation.
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Fig. 2. Mecydothorax büaianus, spec. nov. 6 genitalia, aedeagus, parameres, and geital ring. Scales: 0.5 mm.

Surface highly glossy, though not iridescent. Inner wings absent.

Lower surface. Impunctate. Metepisternum about as long as wide. Sternum VII in S 2-setose.

Legs. Without striking features. Three basal tarsomeres of male anterior tarsus expanded and

squamose.

6 genitalia. Genital ring odd shaped, with conspicuously incurved lateral flanges, markedly

asymmetric. Aedeagus moderately elongate, suddenly curved, apex not twisted, markedly com-

pressed, foliaceous, conspicuously falciform, strongly sclerotized, on right side less compressed, less

laminate, and with a sclerotized rim. Orifice almost completely situated on right side. Internal sac with

a weakly toothed apical part and with some folding. Right paramere rather short and wide, at apex c.

5 fairly elongate apical setae, two shorter subapical setae, some short hairs on upper rim, and many thin

and rather elongate hairs along lower margin. Left paramere more elongate, basally moderately wide,

with narrow, fairly elongate, strongly curved apex that bears two elongate and two shorter apical setae.

9 genitalia. Unknown.
Variation. Unknown.

Distribution. Bilai area, central Irian Jaya. Known only from type locality.

CoUecting circumstances. Largely unknown. Presumably coUected by sieving litter from or under

logs in montane rain forest of median altitude.

Etymology. The name refers to the type locality.

Recognition

When using my key to the New Guinean species (Baehr 1995) the new species would key out at couplet

7. From there, the key should be altered as foUowing:

7. Smaller and shorter species, length <3.8 mm, ratio 1/w of elytra <1.37; basal angles of pronotum
almost rounded off; anterior transverse sulcus of pronotum weak; aedeagus elongate, markedly
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curved, with sclerotized apical plate (Baehr 1995, fig. 10). Jiwika area, central Man Jaya, at 2300 m
jiiüikae Baehr

- Larger and more elongate species, length >4.0 mm, ratio 1/w of elytra >1.42; basal angles of

pronotum distinct, though obtuse; aedeagus different, less evenly curved, either stouter, or with

two sclerotized rods in internal sac, or with conspicuously falciform apex (Fig. 2) 8.

8. Smaller and shorter species, length <4.4 mm, ratio 1/w of elytra 1.42-1.44; colour glossy black; Striae

of elytra less impressed, intervals less convex; median segments of antenna shorter, < 2 x as long

as Wide; aedeagus markedly curved down, either with slightly upturned apex and two sclerotized

rods within internal sac, or with conspicuously falciform apex (Fig. 2) 9.

- Larger and more elongate species, length 4.6 mm, ratio 1/w of elytra 1.52; colour reddish, with

slightly darker head; Striae of elytra more deeply impressed, intervals distinctly convex; median
Segments of antenna longer, c. 2.5 x as long as wide; aedeagus less distinctly curved down, apex

simply curved down, internal sac without sclotized rods (Baehr 1995, fig. 11). Langda area, eastern

central Man Jaya, at 2300 m langdae Baehr

9. Striae of elytra less coarsely punctate; microreticulation of elytra superficial though present; apex

of aedeagus slightly curved up, internal sac with two sclerotized rods (see Baehr 1992, fig. 2).

Kangine area, Baliem Valley, central Man Jaya, at 1900 m riedeli Baehr

- Striae of elytra coarsely punctate; microreticulation of elytra totally absent; apex of aedeagus

markedly falciform, internal sac without sclerotized rods (Fig. 2). Bilai area, central Irian Jaya, at

1900-2300 m bilaianus Baehr

Remarks

The new species belongs to a group of species that are distinguished by rather small size, globose

elytra, absence of posterior lateral seta on prothorax, obtuse basal angles of prothorax, and occurence

in ground litter of rain forest in median altitude. It is distinguished from all described New Guinean

species of this group by its stränge aedeagus that bears a heavily sclerotized, remarkably falciform

apex.
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