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Fig. 1. Xenophora (Austrophora) flindersi flindersi Cotton & Godfrey. la. Operculum, external surface.

Ib. Operculum, internal surface.

Fig. 2. Typical Xenophora s.str. (slightly generalized). 2a. Operculum, external surface. 2b. Operculum, inter-

nal surface. Scale: 10 mm.

Discussion

Austrophora, subgen. nov. differs from Xenophora s.str. by its protoconch and operculum. Xenophora s.

Str. has a multispiral protoconch. The operculum of Austrophora, subgen. nov. resembles the operculum

of Strombidae. Within Strombidae however, the operculum is sickle-shaped, and, if serrated, only

serrated at one of the edges.

The opercula of all other Xenophoridae show a fairly consistent pattern with relatively little

Variation. They usually are subtriangular to suboval with smooth edges (the outer edge usually being

worn away and rather ragged), with a nucleus near the outer edge. The external surface is typically

rather smooth, with concentric growth lines and offen microscopic radial Scratches. The inner surface

has an attachment scar and a non-attached area. The attachment scar occupies about half the inner

surface and is usually kidney-shaped. The central area is deposited on top of the rest of the material

of which the attachment scar is composed imd projects into the attchment scar from its outer edge. The

central area is laid down as a layer of radial units on top of the attachment scar which gives it a radially

striate appearance (after Ponder 1983: 5). (Figs 2a-2b).

The only other known taxon of this new subgenus is Xenophora flindersi ludhrookae Ponder, 1983, a

fossil from the Lower Pleistocene and possible Upper Pliocene of south Western Australia. It also

shows a paucispiral protoconch, and is regarded as the direct ancestor of the recent species.

Acknowledgements

We want to thank Miss Dora Jägle, Öhringen, Germany, for doing the line drawings of the opercula.

References

Kronenberg, G. C. & J. Goud 1988. Xenophoridae - een overzicht van alle recent voorkomende soorten. - Vita

Marina 35: 457-494. Sect. buikpotigen.

Ponder, W. F. 1983. Xenophoridae of the World. - Australian Mus. Mem. 17: 1-126

Wilson, B. 1993. Australian Marine Shells 1: 1-408. Kallaroo, W.A., Australia.

180

©Zoologische Staatssammlung München;download: http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/; www.biologiezentrum.at



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at
Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Spixiana, Zeitschrift für Zoologie

Jahr/Year: 1999

Band/Volume: 022

Autor(en)/Author(s): Kreipl Kurt, Alf Axel, Kronenberg Gijs C.

Artikel/Article: A new subgenus of the family Xenophoridae Philippi, 1853
(Mollusca, Gastropoda) 179-180

https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=1618
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=33226
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=140150



