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Fig. 1. Thalassomya reissi, spec. nov.; adult male. a. Antenna. b. Palpus. c. Wing. d. Hypopygium. e. Aedea-
gus, endomere and phallapodeme, ventral view. f. Aedeagus, endomere and phallapodeme, dorsal view.

g. Gonostylus. h. Dorso-basal lobe of gonocoxite.
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Diagnosis. Thalassomya reissi, spec. nov. differs from all species of the genus by the following character

combination: wing veins M1+2, M3+4, Cuj and An scarcely discernible; shape of dorso-basal lobe of

gonocoxite; shape and 2 strong, dorsal black spines of phallapodeme; rounded tip of gonostylus; low
number of scutellar setae. is dosest to T. africana Edwards, originally of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, but

differs by the antenna being as long as the palpus, by the more slender gonocoxite dorsal lobe with

different setation, and by the gonostylus being distinctly widened medially. T. reissi, spec. nov. differs

from all other species of the genus because it has two black spines in the basal third of the phallapo-

deme.

Etymology. Named after the lata Dr Friedrich Reiss, colleague and friend, in honour of his fine studies on
Chironomidae.

Description

Adult male (n=l).

Median-sized species, body length 4.11 mm, wing length 1.94 mm.
General colour brown.

Head. Antenna (Fig. la). Pedicel large with 10 long setae; flagellum with six flagellomeres, lengths

(in ^m): 90, 40, 45, 35, 35, 110; AR = 0.44; fm 1 about twice as long as broad, with median constriction

and 4 long setae in distal third; fm 2-5 subspherical, with three sensorial pits in distal portion, 4 long

setae each; fm 6 about three times as long as wide, bottle-shaped, with 4 long setae in proximal portion

and 1 short seta subapically. Temporal setae 70, multiserial. Palp (Fig. Ib) 5-segmented, basal pm
indistinct, lengths of palpomeres 2-5 (in ^wm): 40, 70, 150, 200; pm 2 bulbous, with 4 long setae; pm 3

with long setae and one sensillum capitatum near the apex; pm 4 elongate with long setae, pm 5 slender

with about 10 short setae.

Thorax brown. All thoracic setae arising from light-colored, ocellate spots; 3 humerals, 18 dorso-

centrals, 12 prealars (arrangement and number of achrostichals not visible in the lateral mount).

Scutellum light brown, with 5+5 setae. Postnotum bare.

Wing (Fig. Ic) covered with fine punctation due to microtrichia visible at 20x magnification; pale

brown except for darker area delimited by veins C, M, and R4+5; VR = 1.45; C, R, R^ and R4+5 with strong

setae; M,+2, M3+4, Cu, and An scarcely discernible, bare; squama with 18 marginal setae; anal lobe

rounded. Halteres light brown.

Legs slender, brown, covered with short, brown setae; tarsomere 4 cordiform, ta5 cylindrical. P^ and

P2 with pectinate outer and simple imier claws; P3 with both claws simple.

Segment lengths (in ;^m) and proportions:

fe ti tai ta2 taj ta4 taj LR BV SV
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