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The generic name Leptotrichum Corda is a nomen dubium and it is inapplica-
ble from the taxonomic viewpoint. The type specimen does not bear a fungus consi-
stent with Corda's description of the genus.
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Leptotrichum Corda, Icon. Fung. 5: 10 et 51. 1842.

Type: L. glaucum Corda, l.c, p. 51, tab. II fig. 16.
Holotype: Czechoslovakia, Bohemia, Praha, Lobkowitz Garden, 1841,

leg. Corda, PRM No. 155567.

This fungus was collected by Corda in May 1841 on a piece of
wood shingle ("Dachschindeln") in the Lobkowitz Garden in Praha.
The original specimen consists of a small piece of wood on which no
fungus corresponding to the Corda's figure can be found.

Corda described this fungus as having one septate conidia,
constricted in the middle ("sporis didymis ... conglobatis, elongatis,
utrinque subacuminatis, medio constrictis, glaucescentibus. Long. sp.
0,00043-0,00045"). He also mentioned the presence of "floccis longis,
emergentibus, setosis, simplicibus diaphanis; ... crass, flocc. 0,000050
p.p.p.". Some unbranched whip-like hairs were observed by the
present author among those that were described in Corda's original
material. They were pale, olivaceous and about 1 urn wide and up to
250 urn long.

One small grey colony of the hyphomycete Septonema pinicola
Hoi. - Jech. (1978) was the only fungus found on the type material.
Conidia of Septonema pinicola do not correspond to Corda's species;
they are 1-6-, mostly 3-septate, and are not constricted at the septa,

' See Seifert, K. A. & M. A. Vincent (1992). Sydowia 44 (2): 307-320.
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which are darker and thicker than the conidial wall. One-septate
conidia were not abundant in the conidial chains of the Septonema
pinicola examined. The conidia of S. pinicola are also of a different
size than noted by Corda. The length of conidia given by Corda for
L. glaucum was approximately 11.9-12.5 um. The 1-septate conidia of
S. pinicola are about 9.6-12.8(-17) |im long, 3-septate 17.6-19.2 and
more septate conidia up to 26 urn long. Moreover, the conidia of
S. pinicola occur in long, branched chains and no setae have been
observed in its colonies. It seems likely that the setae observed on the
specimen belong to a second fungus, probably a setose pyrenomycete.

Ignorance of the mode of conidium development in L. glaucum
led Lindau (1910) to the conclusion that the classification of this
species was unclear. Hughes (1958) studied Corda's material of
L. glaucum deposited in PRM and accepted this generic name without
comment. Corda's fungus is not recognizable from the original
specimen. Therefore, the generic name Leptotrichum Corda is a
nomen dubium, and is inapplicable from the taxonomic viewpoint.

The later homonym Leptotrichum Hampe (Linnaea 20: 74. 1847)
represents a genus of Musci (Ditrichaceae).
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