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The occurrence of Skuas (Stercoraridae) in the Middle East,
with special reference to Egypt and the northern Red Sea

By Peter L. Meininger and Uffe Gjgl Sgrensen

1. Introduction

In the most comprehensive work on Egyptian ornithology MEINERTZHAGEN (1930) included
the Pomarine Skua (Sfercorarius pomarinus) as the only Stercorarius definitely occurring in
the country. Although at that time there were observations of Arctic Skua (S. parasiticus),
MEINERTZHAGEN (1930) considered it hypothetical since no specimens had been collected.

Between 1930 and 1965 both the Pomarine and the Arctic Skua were recorded on a few
occasions in Egypt. With intensified observations in the period between 1965 and 1985 it be-
came clear that both these species occur regularly and in considerable numbers on the Medi-
terranean coast and in the northern part of the Red Sea (Gulfs of Suez and Agaba). In recent
years there are also reliable records of Long-tailed Skua (S. longicaudus) and Great Skua and/
or South Polar Skua (S. skua and/or S. maccormicki) from the country.

The material collected to date for a book on Egyptian birds (Birds of Egypt Project,
BEP; see MEININGER & MULLIE 1981a; GOODMAN, MEININGER & MULLIE 1983) adds conside-
rably to the information summarized on skuas in the area by CRAMP & SIMMONS (1982). Loca-
lities mentioned in the text are summarized in Fig. 1.

A Mediterranean Sea 100 km
L

Fig. 1: Geographical position of some of the localities mentioned in the text.
1. = Alexandria; 2. = Port Said; 3. = El Malaha, Bur Fuad; 4. = Roméini; 5. = Lake Barda-
wil; 6. = Misfaq; 7. = Zaranikh; 8. = El ’Arish; 9. = Suez Canal; 10. = Suez and Bay of Suez;
11. = Ras el Sudr; 12. =Wadi Feirdn; 13. = Eilat; 14. = Nabq; 15. = Sharm el Sheikh;
16. = R4s Muhammed; 17. = Gulf of Suez; 18.= Gulf of Agqgaba; 19.= Hurghada;
20. = Safaga; 21. = El Balyana.
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2. Methods

The data which form the basis of this paper have been collected in several ways; an extensive survey of
the literature on Egyptian birds, unpublished information sent to the BEP and our own fieldwork. The
majority of the observations have been collected from two localities: Lake Bardawil on the North coast
of Sinai, Egypt (from August to October) and at Eilat at the northern end of the Gulf of Agaba, Israel
(mainly from February to May).

Lake Bardawil: A large scale migration of waterbirds takes place here in August-October (PARAN &
PAz 1978, PARAN 1980, PETERSEN & SORENSEN 1980, 1981a, 1981b, BAHA EL DIN & SALAMA 1984). Most
of the data presented herein were collected in the periods 11-20 October 1979, 7-30 September 1980 and
16 August - 24 September 1981 (PETERSEN & SORENSEN op. cit.). During these study periods a complete
coverage of the visible migration was performed by continuous dawn and dusk observations. All observa-
tions were made from a fixed position close to the sea-shore at the eastern most end of the lagoon near
Zaranikh. For each single observation the following details were recorded: species, flock size, direction
of migration and when possible (1980 and 1981 only) age and colour-phase of skuas passing. In 1982 a si-
milar count was carried out between the period of 2-24 September (BAHA EL DIN & SALAMA 1984).

Eilat: Eilat has been a centre of intensive ornithological activities for over twenty years (BUCHWALD
1979; CHRISTENSEN et al. 1981; KRABBE 1980; PIHL 1977; SAFRIEL 1968; SHERIHAI 1982). No systematic
work has been done on skua migration over the area. Most of the records kept have been tabulated by va-
rious visiting ornithologists and are consequently of more or less random nature (N. KRABBE in litt.). The
best spring coverage of skua migration was in 1979, when the migration was recorded on most afternoons
from the beach (E. BUCHWALD in litt.).
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3. Results

In this section records of skuas in Egypt and adjacent areas are presented by species. The ob-
servations at Lake Bardawil in autumn and near Eilat are presented separately (3.5. and 3.6.).

3.1. Pomarine Skua

All ]_(npwn records of Pomarine Skua in Egypt and adjacent areas, except those at Lake Bar-
dawil in autumn and at Eilat, are presented in table 1. In spring the species is most frequently
observed near Eilat (see 3.6., table 6), where it is considered a common passage migrant from
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Table 1:  Records of Pomarine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus) in Egypt (excluding records from Lake
Bardawil in autumn and from near Eilat, Israel).
DATE NUMBER LOCALITY SOURCE
11 May 1922 1 struck Ashrafi Lighthouse, MEINERTZHAGEN 1924.
Gulf of Suez WING in BMNH
25 March 1945 4 off north coast of Egypt ELLIOTT 1952
May 1945 1 near Suez MACLAREN 1946
May 1945 1 middle of Red Sea idem
26 June 1945 1 Bay of Suez PHILLIPS 1947
5 April 1960 1 northern Red Sea (22.30N 37.30E) BOURNE & RADFORD 1961
1 July 1977 6 (1 ad light, Alexandria MEININGER & DIELISSEN 1979
5 imm.)
29 May 1979 1 Sharm el Sheikh (S. Sinai) P. BisoN & N. v. D. Ham

6 January 1980
7 January 1980
13 August 1980
14 August 1980
13 October 1980
15 March 1981

16 April 1981
9 June 1984

16 March 1985

13 July 1985

17 July 1985

3 imm. flying W
1 imm. flying W
5-10

2

1 (imm. light)

1

3

5 (1 ad. light
ph., 4 unsp.)

1 (light ph.)

3 imm.

Lake Bardawil near Misfaq
Lake Bardawil near Misfaq
Port Said
Port Said
Port Said
Port Said

Port Said

Suez

Ras Mal’ab, Abu Zenima
(SW-Sinai)
Bay of Suez

Bay of Suez

MEININGER & MULLIE 1981b
idem

R. DEKKER

idem

MEININGER & MULLIE 1981b
S. M. BAHAELDIN &

B. BRUUN

S. M. GOODMAN

B. HAASE, A. VAN DER NIET,
A. VAN DEN BERG, C. BOSMAN
& C. SMEENK

T. D. H. MERRIE

B. HAASE, A. VAN DER NNIET,
A. VAN DEN BERG, C. BOSMAN
& C. SMEENK

idem
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February to July (U. PAz in litt.). Here most birds are seen migrating in northern directions,
thus leaving the sea and continuing their migration overland. The daily maximum recorded
near Eilat is 39 individuals (KRABBE 1980), with the peak migration taking place in May.

At the northern end of the Gulf of Suez this species is less commonly observed, although
this area is not as frequently visited by ornithologists as Eilat. During a systematic count of
migrating raptors at Suez in spring 1982 it was not observed (WIMPFHEIMER et al. 1983).

In autumn the Pomarine Skua is recorded in Egypt from mid-August to mid-winter,
almost exclusively along the north coast of Sinai (see 3.5., fig. 2). The majority are observed
flying westward along the coast. It seems plausible that these birds cross overland, possibly
along a broad front and at high altitudes, to the Red Sea. On 6 and 7 January 1980 three and
one immature birds respectively were observed flying westward along the southern shore of
Lake Bardawil. These skuas may have been wintering locally or late migrants.

3.2. Arctic Skua

All known records of Arctic Skua in Egypt and adjacent areas are presented in table 2, except
those at Lake Bardawil in autumn and near Eilat (see 3.5.-and 3.6.):

Like the Pomarine Skua, in spring the Arctic Skua is most frequently observed near Eilat,
where it is considered a common migrant from the end of January to July or August (U. PAZ
in litt.). The most concentrated migration near Eilat is in April, where the daily maximum
count is 48 (KRABBE 1980), and most birds are seen migrating in northerly directions.
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Table 2: Records of Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus) in Egypt (excluding records from Lake Bar-
dawil in autumn and from near Eilat, Israel).
DATE NUMBER LOCALITY SOURCE
10 April 1897 1 collected Ballianah (El Balyana), KOENIG 1932 (Mus. A. KOENIG
Nile coll nr. ZF MAK 3860)
20 February 1920 6 near Port Said MEINERTZHAGEN 1930
February 1920 3 ibidem idem
February 1920 1 decomposed specimen Port Said idem
4 April 1928 1 Gulf of Suez idem
17 April 1928 1 flying N Gulf of Suez ALEXANDER 1929
Sept. 1940 1 collected Port Said EL NEGUMI et al. 1950
29 August 1944 4 flying S Suez Canal, Kasfareet L. BOULDIN
(27 June 1945 1 probable near The brothers, Red Sea PHILLIPS 1947)
(17 April 1958 1 probable off Alexandria FISHER 1959)
30 April 1963 1 northern end Suez Canal BOURNE 1967
10 May 1963 3 Bay of Suez idem
11 May 4 Bay of Suez idem
18 August 1965 2 near Port Said idem
17 February 1967 3 off Port Said (32° N 34° E) BOURNE & DIXON 1973
3 April 1974 5 flying N Nabgq (S. Sinai) S. J. CHRISTENSEN
5 April 1974 1 Ras Muhammed (S. Sinai) idem
13 Sept. 1974 4 off el Arish (N. Sinai) PAZ & PARAN 1975
14 Sept. 1974 3 ibidem idem
15 Sept. 1975 2 ibidem idem
8 April 1978 1 flying N Sharm el Sheikh (S. Sinai) M. ALIBONE
10 May 1978 1 Ras Muhammed (S. Sinai) L. ANDERSEN
26 May 1978 28 Gulf of Suez R.J.Mycock & L. R. PRINCE
9 January 1980 1 flying W. El Malaha, Bur Fuad (N. Sinai) MENINGER & MULLIE 1981b
4 October 1980 2 Port Said I. PETERSEN & UGS
13 October 1980 34 (2 flying W, Port Said (in 2 hours) MEININGER & MULLIE 1981b
29E.)
14 October 1980 2 Port Said S. M. BAHA EL DIN & PLM
15 October 1980 11 Port Said (in 1 hour) idem
15 March 1981 4 Port Said S. M. BAHAELDIN &
B. BRUUN
23 March 1981 1 flying NE Sharm el Sheikh (S. Sinai) K. OHLSEN
7 May 1981 13 NW Suez (flying inland) S. M. BAHA ELDIN & S. Vyas
28August 1981 8 imm. N. of Romani (N. Sinai) S. M. BAHA EL DIN & UGS
10 Sept. 1981 1 ad light phase  ibidem 1. PETERSEN & UGS
20 Sept. 1981 3 flying W ibidem idem
4 Nov. 1981 1 ad. flying S Suez Canal near Suez R. G. BuLsmMA
7 May 1982 1 Suez WIMPFHEIMER et al. 1983
11 May 1982 4 flying N Suez (flying inland) idem
11 July 1985 1 imm. Bay of Suez B. HAASE, A. VAN DER NIET,
A. VAN DEN BERG, C. BOSMAN
& C. SMEENK
12 July 1985 1 imm. ibidem idem
15 July 1985 3 imm. ibidem idem
16 July 1985 3 ibidem idem
17 July 1985 1 imm. ibidem idem
18 July 1985 6 ibidem idem
19 July 1985 1 imm. ibidem idem
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Smaller numbers have been recorded near Suez in the spring and the summer (table 2).
There are also several spring records from the Mediterranean coast near Port Said (February
to April). :

During the autumn (August-November) the Arctic Skua is frequently recorded along the
north coast of Sinai and near Port Said in considerably larger numbers than the Pomarine
Skua. Most, if not all birds presumably cross overland or along the Suez Canal to the Red Sea.

Table 3:  Records of Long-tailed Skua (Stercorarius longicaudus) in Egypt and near Eilat (Israel).

DATE NUMBER LOCALITY SOURCE
spring 1970 1 Eilat PIHL 1977
20 May 1973 1 ibidem N. KRABBE in litt.
late March 1976 1 ibidem idem
24 April 1977 1 ibidem PIHL 1977

12 April 1979 1 ad flying N ibidem J. RUINAARD
20 April 1979 1ad ibidem N. KRABBE in litt.

1 May 1979 2 ad ibidem idem

2 May 1979 1ad ibidem idem

3 May 1979 2 ad ibidem idem

12 May 1979 3 ad flying N ibidem idem
24 July 1980 1 ibidem SHERIHAI 1982
25 July 1980 3 ibidem idem
28 July 1980 1 ibidem idem
29 July 1980 1 ibidem idem

8 August 1980 1 ibidem idem
25 June 1981 1 found as dried Wadi Feiran, Sinai Tel Aviv Un. Mus. 9708
mummy
20 August 1981 1ad Romani (N. Sinai) S. M. BAHA EL DIN
15 Sept. 1981 1 ad flying W Zaranikh (N. Sinai) 1. PETERSEN & UGS
17 Sept. 1981 1 ad ibidem idem
+ 1 1st year W
19 Sept. 1981 2 ad ibidem idem
+ 1 Ist year E

19 Sept. 1981 1 ad flying W ibidem idem

16 Sept. 1982 1 ibidem BAHA EL DIN & SALAMA 1984
24 April 1984 1 ad flying N Sharm el Sheikh, S. Sinai M. SIERING

2 May 1984 1 ad Eilat R. VOGEL

3 May 1984 4 ad flying N ibidem idem
23 May 1984 1 off Gezira Abu Mingar, Hurghada  S. M. GOODMAN &

R. W. STORER

3.3.Long-tailed Skua

Since 1970 there have been several records of Long-tailed Skuas in Egypt and the northern Red
Sea (table 3.)

3.4. Great Skua and/or South Polar Skua

In September 1978 one Great Skua was seen off Lake Bardawil (U. PAz in litt.). This is the only
known positive Egyptian record. Possible South Polar Skuas were seen off Port Said on 27 April
1961, 23 May 1961, 23 May 1959 (two) and 5 July 1964 and in the Gulf of Suezat 28° N33°Eon 17
August 1957 (MORZER BRUYNS & VOOUS 1965). A skua seen off Port Said on 22 March 1964
(BOURNE 1967) may also have concerned this species complex.
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3.5. Lake Bardawil

The total numbers of skuas in the autumns 1973 and 1978 to 1982 are shown in table 4. Out of
the 326 skuas recorded in the years 1979-1982 305 (94 %) were identified to species: 271 Arctic
Skuas (88.9 %), 26 Pomarine Skuas (8.5%) and 8 Long-tailed Skuas (2.6 %).

Table 4: Numbers of skuas (Stercoraridae) observed at Lake Bardawil, N. Sinai, Egypt, in the autumns
of 1973 and 1978-82.

OBSERVATION PERIOD
1973 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982
13/8-29/9 15/8-7/10 11-20/10  7-30/9  16/8-24/9  2-24/9

Stercorarius pomarinus — — 3 16 4 3
S. parasiticus 62 66 22 63 116 70
S. longicaudus — — — — 7 1
S. spp. 1 10 5 5
TOTAL 62 66 26 89 132 79

The daily totals are presented in figure 2. There are no obvious migration peaks for either
Arctic or Pomarine Skua; in contrast to the Long-tailed Skua which was recorded within a
five-day period.

Almost all skuas were seen migrating westward along the Mediterranean coast. They
mostly passed singly or in small groups with the maximum of seven per flock. The skuas pas-
sed low over the water. The only exception was on 25 August 1981 when an adult Arctic Skua
started to soar above the beach with 30 Lesser Black-backed Gulls (Larus fuscus) in an ap-
parent attempt to cross overland. However, the flock finally glided westward along the coast.
The diurnal rhythm of skua migration showed slightly increasing numbers throughout the
day, but with no distinct trend.

In 1980 and 1981 61 % of the Arctic Skuas noted were adults and 39 % immatures (= 2nd
year) (n = 181, 62 % identified to age; table 5). The corresponding figures for the Pomarine
Skua (all light-phase) during the same period were five adult and seven immatures (n = 20,
60 % identified to age). Although special attention was paid to ages, no first-year birds of
either species were identified. In 1981 two out of seven Long-tailed Skuas were first-years and
the balance adults.

Table 5:  Ages and colour phases of Arctic Skuas (Stercorarius parasiticus) seen migrating along Lake
Bardawil, N. Sinai, Egypt, 7-30 September 1980 and 16 August — 24 September 1981.

AGE n light phase dark phase intermediate unspecified
phase

adult 68 47 18 3 —

immature (2 2 calendar years) 44 29 7 2 6

unspecified 69 11 12 — 46

TOTAL 181 87 37 5 52

The colour-phases of 129 Arctic Skuas (71 % of the total identified, n = 181) included 67 %
light-phase, 29 % dark-phase and 4 % belonging to intermediate phases (table 5). Since they are
easier to recognize from a distance light-phased birds are probably slightly over-recorded.
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Fig. 2: Daily totals of skuas (Stercoraridae) observed at Zaranikh, Lake Bardawil, N. Sinai, in the

autumns of 1979-82. The observation period is indicated.

3.6. Eilat

The count totals of skuas recorded at Eilat in the springs of 1969 to 1979 are shown in table 6. in
all 426 skuas (77 % of the total recorded, n = 552) were identified to species in 1979. This inclu-
ded 293 Arctic Skuas (69 %), 124 Pomarine Skuas (29 %) and nine Long-tailed Skuas (2 %).

Table 6: Numbers of skuas (Stercoraridae) observed at Eilat (Israel) in different years (N. KRABBE& E.
BUCHWALD in litt.).

OBSERVATION PERIOD

1969-1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

8/2-11/4 25/2-22/5 15/2-1/5 20/2-2/6
Stercorarius pomarinus 1 2 5 15 124
S. parasiticus 35 3 45 54 293
S. longicaudus 1 1 1 — 9
S. spp. 126

TOTAL 37 6 51 69 552
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Table 7: Numbers of Pomarine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus) and Arctic Skua (S. parasiticus) recor-
ded at Eilat (Israel) between 1976-79, per ten days (N. KRABBE & E. BUCHWALD in litt.).

February March April May June
I I I I I I I I I 1 I I 1
S. pomarinus - = - - - 2 2 27 1 36 23 48 1
S. parasiticus — — 10 4 3 23 31 133 60 53 64 3 11

The numbers of Arctic Skua seemed to peak in mid-April, and of the Pomarine in May
(table 7). The vast majority of both species were recorded on direct north-bound migration.
When reaching the shore skuas normally gain altitude rapidly, often by soaring, and soon dis-
appear out of sight, thus starting a high overland migration. Consequently inland skuas are
only occassionally recorded, even at Eilat.

Most skuas pass in small groups, but occassionally up to about 20 per flock. Mixed flocks
with two and even three species have been recorded.

Here skua-migration occurs throughout the day, but there is insufficiently data to make
any generalizations about diurnal rhythms.

Information on age classes and colour-phases were not noted consistently throughout the
years, mainly because other than adult, light-phased birds were rare exceptions. In all only
three dark-phased birds were positively identified. In the period from 19 May to 2 June 1979 a
total of 119 skuas were recorded: 62 adult, light-phased and one immature, light-phased of
Arctic Skua, 56 adult Pomarine Skuas (54 light-phase, one dark phase and one unknown) and
one adult Long-tailed Skua (E. BUCHWALD in litt.).

4. Discussion

4.1. Pomarine and Arctic Skua

Both species regularly occur in Egypt and adjacent areas during the spring and autumn, as
well as during the summer and winter. The number of ornithologists visiting the area during
winter and summer has been limited, perhaps accounting for the lack of information.

Spring

With the present spring information the Arctic Skua outnumbers the Pomarine Skua three to
one. Arctic Skua migration peaks earlier than that of Pomarine Skua, as is the case in Western
Europe (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982; GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982).

The birds recorded at Eilat were almost exclusively adult and light-phased and were seen
heading north at high altitudes. This strongly suggests a transcontinental migration towards
the arctic breeding grounds of northern Eurasia, where light-phased birds predominate
(GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982).

It is not clear where spring migrants have spent the winter. The Pomarine Skua is known
to winter in the northern Indian Ocean (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982), particularly in the Gulf of
Aden (BOURNE & DIXON 1973, ELLIOTT 1952) and in upwelling areas off southeast Arabia,
with the largest numbers in the Gulf of Oman (BAILEY 1966). The wintering of Arctic Skuas in
these areas is questioned by many authors (BAILEY 1966, CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982, GLUTZ
VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982, MEINERTZHAGEN 1954).

It is more likely that spring migrants reaching Egypt and Israel originate from winter
quarters in the Atlantic off southern Africa. Thus birds having rounded Africa during the
winter into the Indian Ocean take the more direct route to the breeding grounds. The Arctic
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Skua is the most numerous skua in this wintering area (GRIFFITHS & SINCLAIR 1982), which
would explain its preponderance at Eilat. Little evidence is available for the occurrence of
skuas off southeast Africa (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982), but there are a few records from Ke-
nya: Pomarine Skua four times in December-March and Arctic Skua once in April (BACK-
HURST et al. 1973; BRITTON 1980). However, very little birdwatching has been done along
the coast of East Africa (BACKHURST et al. 1973) and the birds may easily pass unnoticed or
perhaps out to sea.

Spring records of both species have been reported from the Persian Gulf and adjacent
waters, but again the picture is unclear (LOPPENTHIN 1951, TUCK 1974, BUNDY & WARR 1980).

There are only a few spring records of both species from the Red Sea outside Egyptian
waters (ALEXANDER 1929, URBAN & BROWN 1971, CORNWALLIS & PORTER 1982, WELCH &
WELCH 1984).

It is difficult to synthesize this information into a general pattern to interpret the move-
ments of these species in Egypt and adjacent waters. One main reason may be the lack of for-
mer systematic fieldwork by ornithologists in most of the Middle East. Undoubtedly more re-
search is needed throughout the area, and at Eilat in particular.

The quick and apparently goal directed migration at Eilat does not suggest a random na-
ture of movements. If the birds indeed have their origin in the winter quarters off southern
Africa, it seems likely that they may actively migrate north along the east coast of Africa
rather than accidently moving the Red Sea after wandering into the Indian Ocean during win-
ter. Indeed, for arctic birds having wintering grounds in or near southern Africa, it would be
advantageous to take the shorter route north through the Red Sea and then overland rather
than going northwest via West-Africa and then up the Atlantic (13,000 and 15,300 km respec-
tively, calculated from Port Elizabeth (South Africa) to Jamal Peninsula (USSR)).

DAVENPORT (1975) hypothized an overland spring migration across Scandinavia for those
Pomarine Skuas which pass through the English Channel and that this final part of this route
is an attempt to negotiate the long distance in the shortest possible time. The circle distance
from Eilat to the breeding areas of the Pomarine Skua is almost equal to the circle distance
from the English Channel to the breeding grounds (5,100 km and 4,500 km respectively).

It is impossible to estimate the number of spring migrants passing over the Middle East as
compared to the known route up the Atlantic. In 1979, the numbers of Pomarine Skua at Eilat
were higher than those from the best sea-watch sites in Great Britain and Ireland (DAVENPORT
1975). Only a fraction of the total movements up the Atlantic is recorded from these localities
(GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982). The position of Eilat in the northern end of the Red
Sea may act as a “bottle-neck” and thus the birds are concentrated there.

Summer

Summer-records of Pomarine Skua are known from Alexandria and the Gulf of Suez (table 1).
More significant is the continuous presence of both Arctic and Pomarine Skua near Eilat in
June and July (U. PAZzin litt.). Based on continuous observations from late July to late Novem-
ber in 1980 both species are rare from late July to late August (SHERIHAI 1982). The age of the
Eilat summer birds was not recorded, but they were presumably immatures or non breeders.
From 11 to 16 July 1985 a total of 5-16 immature Arctic Skuas was observed in the Bay of Suez
(table 3). Non-breeders and immatures are known to migrate in the general direction of the
breeding areas, but remain widely scattered over the North Atlantic in summer, and some re-
main in the winter quarters (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982, GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982).
Immature Pomarine Skuas are reported to summer in the Gulf of Oman (BAILEY 1966). They
have been recorded in June and July in the Arabian Gulf (BUNDY & WARR 1980) and in early
summer in the Red Sea off Saudi Arabia (JENNINGS 1981). Arctic Skuas have been noted in June
in Kuwait and in July in Abu Dhabi (BUNDY & WARR 1980). One was seen inland at Riyadh (Sau-
di Arabia) from 7 to 9 June 1982 (M. C. JENNINGS in litt.).
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GREMPE (1981) suggested, mainly on data from Greece, that there may be a summering
area of immatures in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. There seems to be no similar information
from the western Mediterranean Sea.

Autumn

In autumn at Bardawil the Arctic Skua outnumbers the Pomarine Skua by a ratio of ten to
one. There are no known waves of migration during this season. At Lake Bardawil skuas were
already present when the observations began in mid-August 1981, and only a slight increase in
numbers was noted during September. No distinct peak was recorded. Both species were still
present when observations ceased in mid-October 1979.

The paucity of Pomarine Skua, in comparison to Eilat in spring, is obvious. In western
Europe the autumn migration of Pomarine Skua is approximately one month later than that
of Arctic Skua, for example peaking in mid-October in Denmark (M@LLER 1978; MELTOFTE
1979) and in October-November along the Dutch coast (CAMPHUYSEN & VAN DK 1983).
Consequently, the Pomarine Skua could be expected in larger numbers later in the year.

An overland migration from the breeding grounds is believed to occur for both species
(GREMPE 1981; GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982). However, several circumstances indi-
cate that the autumn-movement in Egypt is not just a result of a reversed migration of the po-
pulations crossing in the spring.

The high proportion of dark-phased Arctic Skuas at Lake Bardawil indicates that a signi-
ficant amount of these migrants are of non-arctic origin. This is in clear contrast to the spring
migration. It has been found that the Atlantic breeding population of Arctic Skua has a pre-
ponderance of dark-phased birds (GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982).

Autumn records from Switzerland (probably relevant to most other observations from
interior Europe) have been correlated to unusual weather conditions where the skuas are
blown inland during gales from the west. Autumn records peak in September and October but
mainly first-year birds are involved (SEITZ & VON WICHT 1980). Thus the Egyptian autumn
birds seem not to be related to trans-European movements.

Furthermore the lack of first-year Arctic and Pomarine Skuas at Lake Bardawil is strik-
ing, as is the high proportion of second-year or older immatures. In northern Russia Arctic
Skuas fledge in early August, at the same time as Long-tailed Skuas (GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM
& BAUER 1982). Consequently, they should be expected to arrive at Lake Bardawil in Septem-
ber. This may indicate that non-breeders and/or immatures are principally involved in the
autumn movements off the Egyptian north coast. If this is indeed the case these movements
are independent of the pattern noted in Western Europe.

One alternative explanation for the described autumn movements is that these skuas are
non-breeding birds, which have summered in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. GREMPE (1981)
has suggested this area as a summering area as well. However, GREMPE (1981) further sugge-
sted that skua records from the Black Sea are a result of a small but regular overland migra-
tion from the breeding areas. The possibility exists that these skuas found in the Black Sea
during summer and autumn are non-breeding visitors. The only records from the Black Sea
for which age information is available are 11 adult and 7 immature Arctic Skuas from Bulga-
ria (late July to late September) (GREMPE 1981).

Both spring and autumn migration have been reported from inland Russia (DEMENTIEV &
GLADKOV 1951), but data are too limited to elucidate overland migration.

An overland migration in autumn may be the source for a minor part of the skuas reach-
ing Egypt; however, it seems reasonable to assume that most of the Egyptian autumn records
are of non-breeding birds on passage from summering waters in the eastern Mediterranean
and/or perhaps Black Sea to their wintering areas.

It is unknown in which direction skuas leave Egyptian waters. Almost all observations are
from the Mediterranean coast. The only exceptions are two records of Arctic Skuas, which ap-
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peared to be moving towards the Red Sea: 29 August 1944 group of four individuals flying
along the Suez Canal near Kasfareet (L. BOULDIN) and 4 November 1981 one adult flying
south over the Suez Canal near Suez (R. G. BUULSMA). There are a few autumn records of un-
identified skuas from the Egyptian Red Sea.

It is difficult to interpret the new information with the migrational pattern in the litera-
ture. URBAN & BROWN (1971) mentioned both species as uncommon passage visitors off the
coast of Eritrea, but presented no details on seasonality. In the Arabian Gulf both species
occur from August on, but in smaller numbers than in spring (BUNDY & WARR 1980, WALKER
1981). STRICKLAND (1973) mentioned a definite passage of Arctic Skua at Masirah Island,
southeast Oman, from July to September, but did not mention Pomarine Skua. TuCk (1974)
reported migration of Pomarine Skua during October in the Persian Gulf. Small movements
of Pomarine Skuas, mainly in autumn, have been noted in the Aral Sea (DEMENTIEV & GLAD-
KOV 1951), in Armeniya (AJRUMJAN et al. 1968) and in the western Black Sea (GREMPE 1981,
VAN IMPE 1969). In the southern Caspian region the Pomarine Skua has been recorded regu-
larly in autumn (FEENY, ARNOLD & BAILY 1968).

At the Straits of Gibraltar Arctic Skuas are considered common migrants (August to
October and March to April). Here a few birds are seen in winter and summer. The Poma-
rine Skua is considered a scarce migrant near Gibraltar in May and from September to Octo-
ber (GARCIA 1971). In Italy both species are considered regular with juveniles being more
common than adults (SORCI et al. 1971). However, details are few. In a two year study in
coastal Algeria, JACOB (1983) mentioned few, but regular, numbers of Arctic Skua from
mid-October to May and one record of Pomarine Skua in November. In Tunesia Arctic
Skuas have been observed from September to May, although the data are believed to be in-
complete (THOMSEN & JACOBSEN 1979). MAYAUD (1983) reported Arctic Skua to be a com-
paratively frequent winter visitor to the North African Mediterranean Sea coast, with re-
cords east to Syria and Lebanon.

Ringing recoveries

There are a few ringing recoveries of Arctic Skuas in the eastern Mediterranean: a Russian
bird (2 calendar year) shot in March in Greece (GREMPE 1981) and a Finnish bird (juvenile)
in mid-October in Egypt (HILDEN 1971). Juveniles from Scotland have been recovered in Syria
and Lebanon (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982). The Egyptian recovery illustrates that first-year birds
can reach the country by mid-October.

4.2. Long-tailed Skua

This species is rare in Egypt and adjacent waters (table 4). Wintering Long-tailed Skuas have
been observed in large numbers off Namibia, southwest Africa (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982,
GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982), and perhaps some individuals round the southern
point of Africa into the Indian Ocean. One record of two adults in Natal, South Africa, was
the first reported from that area (SINCLAIR 1983).

September 1981 records of Long-tailed Skuas at Lake Bardawil differ strikingly in age com-
position from Arctic and Pomarine Skua: 2 out of 7 were first-years (table 4). In northern Rus-
sia Long-tailed Skuas fledge in early to mid-August and are still dependant on their parents for
10-17 days (GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982). These records of first-year Long-tailed
Skuas indicate that a transcontinental migration can occur, though it is not fully excluded that a
sea-route was taken (minimum distances are 4,300 km and 7,600 km, respectively).

The only other positive record of Long-tailed Skuas in the Middle East is four adults in
the Persian Gulf, off Oman, on 10 May 1977 (WALKER 1981). The only known East African
records are from Kenya, one bird in August 1961, and two birds in October 1980 (BACKHURST
et al. 1973, MOORE 1981).
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In the Bosphorus, Turkey, two adults or second year Long-tailed Skuas were seen on 29
September 1979 (GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982). Long-tailed Skuas have also been re-
ported in Italy, Malta and Turkey (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982). MAYAUD (1983) did not mention
any northwest African records from the Mediterranean Sea. Apart from the records near Eilat
mentioned in table 4 there is a record from the Mediterranean coast of Israel: 9 February 1976
one found dead near Beit Yanai (Tel Aviv University Museum no 9301, S. M. GOODMAN in litt.).
In inland central and eastern Europe this species is a rare visitor or vagrant, although more fre-
quently recorded than Arctic and Pomarine Skua (GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982).

4.3. Great Skua and/or South Polar Skua

No specimens of either species have been collected in the area. The occurrence of South Polar
Skua north of the equator has only been recently discovered (DEVILLERS 1977). Immature
birds are known to reach the Northern Pacific and the North Atlantic during the southern he-
misphere winter (GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM & BAUER 1982).

MORZER BRUYNS & VOOUS (1965) suggested that two records from the Red Sea and three
records from the Mediterranean Sea off Port Said (April, May, June) are of “great” skuas
from the southern hemisphere. In the Arabian Sea the South Polar Skua is considered a rare
visitor between March and September (MORZER BRUYNS & VOOUS 1965, BAILEY 1966).

Great Skuas are regular winter visitors to the western Mediterranean, though records are
known from the whole year (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982, MAYAUD 1983). There are 22 ringing
recoveries in the Mediterranean of birds ringed in Scotland. Records of Great Skuas have been
claimed from Yugoslavia, Turkey, Malta (CRAMP & SIMMONS 1982), Greece (MORZER BRUYNS
& Voous 1965), Libya (BUNDY 1976) and Israel (U. PAZ in litt.).

5. Summary

Recent records have shown that skuas (Stercoraridae) occur regularly in the Middle East.

Significant spring migration is mainly recorded at Eilat (Israel). Arctic Skuas (Stercorarius parasiti-
cus) and Pomarine Skuas (S. pomarinus) (3:1 in numbers) are both regular with the former peaking in
April and the latter in May. A few Long-tailed Skuas (S. /ongicaudus) have been recorded as well. Al-
most exclusively adult, light-phased birds are involved in these movements. It is suggested that in spring
skuas come from the wintering grounds around southern Africa into the Indian Ocean and then north to
Eilat, from where they undertake a direct transcontinental migration towards arctic breeding grounds in
northern Eurasia. However, with our present information it is not possible to determine the regularity
and magnitude of this spring migration.

There are several summer records of Pomarine and Arctic Skua from the Mediterranean coast of
Egypt and the northern Red Sea.

Regular movements in autumn, so far mainly recorded on the northcoast of Sinai, are predominated
by Arctic Skuas and only a few Pomarine Skuas occur (10:1 in numbers). In contrast to the spring migra-
tion a significant portion of the skuas recorded (29 % of all Arctics) are dark phased adults or immature
birds, but no juveniles (first calendar year) have been identified. It is suggested that the movements are
more likely of non-breeding birds summering e. g. in the eastern Mediterranean (and perhaps Black Sea)
rather than a result of transcontinental autumn migration from the breeding areas. A few Long-tailed
Skuas have been recorded, and in contrast to the two regular species juveniles have been recorded, which
may indicate transcontinental autumn migration.

There are only a few winter records of Pomarine and Arctic Skua in the region.

Great Skua (S. skua) and/or South Polar Skua (S. maccormicki) have been recorded a few times -
mainly in the Mediterranean. No specimens have been collected.
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6. Zusammenfassung

Zum Vorkommen von Raubméwen (Stercoraridae) in Nahost,
speziell in Agypten und dem nérdlichen Bereich des Roten Meeres

Raubmowen sind - wie Beobachtungen der letzten Zeit gezeigt haben - in Nahost keine Ausnahmeer-
scheinung.

Im Frithjahr ist vor allem bei Eilat/Israel starkerer Raubmowen-Zug festzustellen. RegelmiBig zu
beobachten sind Schmarotzerraubméwen (Stercorarius parasiticus) und Spatelraubméwen (S. pomari-
nus) (Héaufigkeitsverhiltnis 3:1), erstere mit Hohepunkt im April, letztere im Mai. Einzelne Falkenraub-
mowen (S. longicaudus) wurden ebenfalls gemeldet. Bei den beobachteten Raubmowen handelt es sich
fast ausschliefflich um adulte Vogel der hellen Phase. Die Verfasser vermuten, daf die im Friijahr beob-
achteten Raubmoéwen aus ihren Uberwinterungsgebieten vor dem siidlichen Afrika iiber den Indischen
Ozean nach Eilat gekommen sind, von wo sie dann ein transkontinentaler Zugweg direkt zu ihren arkti-
schen Brutgebieten im noérdlichen Eurasien fiithrt. Doch reicht das bisherige Beobachtungsmaterial zur
genaueren Kliarung des Zugverhaltens nicht aus.

Von der Mittelmeerkiiste Agyptens und der nordlichen Region des Roten Meeres liegen auch mehrere
Sommerbeobachtungen von Spatel- und Schmarotzerraubméwen vor.

Beim vor allem an der Nordkiiste der Sinai-Halbinsel zu beobachtenden Raubméwen-Herbstzug be-
tragt das Haufigkeitsverhiltnis von Schmarotzer- zu Spatelraubmowen etwa 10:1. Im Gegensatz zum
Friijahrszug gehort ein relativ grofer Teil der beobachteten (adulten und immaturen) Raubméwen zur
dunklen Phase (bei der Schmarotzerraubméwe 29 %). Jungvogel im ersten Kalenderjahr konnten nicht
beobachtet werden. Moglicherweise handelt es sich bei den im Herbst gesichteten Raubméwen um z. B.
im ostlichen Mittelmeer (und vielleicht auch im Schwarzen Meer) iibersommernde Nichtbriiter und nicht
um Zuziigler aus den Brutgebieten. Unter den wenigen im Herbst beobachteten Falkenraubméwen befan-
den sich dagegen auch Jungvigel im ersten Kalenderjahr, was auf transkontinentalen Herbstzug bei die-
ser Art hindeutet. '

Aus der Beobachtungsregion liegen nur sehr wenige Winterfeststellungen von Spatel- und Schmarot-
zerraubmowen vor.

Einige Male wurden - hauptsachlich im Mittelmeerraum - auch Skuas (S. skua) und/oder Antarkti-
sche Raubmoéwen (S. maccormicki) gesichtet. Beleg-Exemplare wurden nicht gesammelt.

7. References

Ajrumjan, K. A,, M. S. Adamjan & N. A. Marganjan (1968): O nachoshdenii srednego pomorni-
ka w Armenii. Ornitologija 9: 335-336. % Alexander, H. G. (1929): Some birds seen in the Indian
Ocean and the Mediterranean. Ibis 12 (5): 41-53. % Backhurst, G. C., P. L. Britton & C. F. Mann
(1973): The less common palearctic migrant birds of Kenya and Tanzania. Journal of the East Africa Na-
tural History Society and National Musuem 140: 1-38. % Baha el Din, S., & W. Salama (1984): Wa-
terbird Migration Study at Zaranik, Sinai, 2-24 September 1982. Courser 1: 28-43. % Bailey, R. (1966):
The sea-birds of the southeast coast of Arabia. Ibis 108: 224-264. * Bailey, R. S. (1968): The pelagic
distribution of sea-birds in the western Indian Ocean. Ibis 110: 493-519. %k Bourne, W. R. P. (1967):
Observations of seabirds and review of literature. Sea Swallow 19: 51-76. %k Bourne, W.R. P., & M. C.
Radford (1961): Notes on Sea Bird reports received during 1960. Sea Swallow 14: 7-27. % Bourne,
W. R. P, & T. J. Dixon (1973): Observations of seabirds 1967-1969. Sea Swallow 22: 29-60. * Brit-
ton, P. L. (ed., 1980): Birds of East Africa. Nairobi. % Buchwald, E. (1979): Birds in Eilat, spring
1979. Report, Copenhagen. * Bundy, G. (1976): The Birds of Libya. London. % Bundy, G., & E.
Warr (1980): A checklist of the birds of the Arabian Gulf States. Sandgrouse 1: 4-39. %k Camphuysen,
C.J.,&J.vanDijk (1983): Zee- en kustvogels langs de Nederlands kust 1974-79. Limosa 56: 81-230. *
Cornwallis, L., & R. F. Porter (1982): Spring observations on the birds of North Yemen. Sandgrouse
4: 1-36. % Cramp, S., & K. E. L. Simmons (eds., 1982): Birds of the Western Palearctic, volume 3.
Oxford. % Christensen, S., O. Lou, M. Miiller & H. Wohlmuth (1981): The spring migration of
raptors in southern Israel and Sinai. Sandgrouse 3: 1-42. % Davenport, D. L. (1975): The spring pas-
sage of the Pomarine Skua on British and Irish coasts. British Birds 68: 456-463. *k Dementiev, G. P.,
& N. A. Gladkov (eds., 1951): Birds of the Soviet Union. Volume 3. Jerusalem. % Devillers, P.
(1977): The Skuas of the North American Pacific Coast. The Auk 94: 417-429. % El Negumi, A., H.



[ Die
Vogelwarte

294 P. L. Meininger & U. G. Sgrensen: Skuas in the Middle East

H.F Zain el Din, M. A. el Monery & M. K. Fayed (1950): El touyour el Masria (Birds of Egypt, in
Arabic). Cairo. * Elliott, H. F. 1. (1952): Off-season sea-bird distribution on the Suez route to East
Africa. Ibis 94: 526-528. % Feeny, P. P.,, R. W. Arnold & R. S. Bailey (1968): Autumn migration in
the South Caspian Region. Ibis 110: 35-86. 5k Fisher, W. (1959): Seevogelbeobachtungen wihrend einer
Schiffsreise vom Indischen Ozean bis zur Ostsee. Anz. Orn. Ges. Bayern 5: 360. %k Garcia, E. F. J.
(1971): Seabird activity in the Straits of Gibraltar: A progress report. Sea Bird Report 1971. % Glutz
von Blotzheim, U. N., & K. Bauer (1982): Handbuch der Végel Mitteleuropas. Band 8 (I). Wiesba-
den. *% Goodman, S. M., P. L. Meininger & W. C. Mullié (1983): The Atlas of breeding birds in
Egypt. Dutch Birding 5: 22-23. % Grempe, G. (1981): Auftreten und Durchzug von Raubmoéwen im
Schwarzmeergebiet und im ostmediterranen Raum. Orn. J.ber. Mus. Hein. 5/6: 13-36. % Griffiths,
A. M., & J. C. Sinclair (1982): The occurrence of holarctic seabirds in the African sector of the
southern ocean. Cormorant 10: 35-44. % Hilden, O. (1971): Occurrence, migration and colour phases
of the Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus) in Finland. Ann. Zool. Fennici 8: 223-230. % Jacob, J. P.
(1983) Oiseaux de Mer de la Cote Centrale d’Algérie. Alauda 51: 48-63. %k Jennings, M. C. (1981): The
Birds of Saudi Arabia: a Check-list. Cambridge. % Koenig, A. (1932): Die Schwimmvdggel (Natatores)
Aegyptens. J. Orn. 80 (Sonderheft). %k Krabbe, N. (1980): Checklist of the birds of Eilat. Report. Co-
penhagen. * Lgppenthin, B. (1951): Sea Birds of the Persian Gulf. Proc. int. ornith. Congress 10:
603-610. %k Maclaren, P. I. R. (1946): Bird notes of the Arabian and Red Seas. J. Bombay Nat. Hist.
Soc. 46: 543-545. % Mayaud, N. (1983): Les Oiseaux du Nord-Ouest de I’Afrique. Notes complemen-
taires. Alauda 51: 271-301. % Meinertzhagen, R. (1924): Birds at Red Sea Lights. Ibis 11 (6):
643-644. * Ders. (1930): Nicoll’s birds of Egypt. London. % Ders. (1954): Birds of Arabia. Edinburgh.
% Meininger, P. L., & B. C. Dielissen (1979): Ornithological observations in Egypt in 1977 and 1978
(in Dutch, English summary). Veldornitol. tijdschr. 2: 78-86. *k Meininger, P. L., & W. C. Mullié
(1981a): Birding in Egypt. Dutch Birding 3: 60-65. % Dies. (1981b): Egyptian Wetlands as threatened
wintering areas for waterbirds. Sandgrouse 3: 62-77. % Meltofte, H. (1979): Forekomster af kjover
Stercoraridae ved Blavandshuk 1963-77. Dansk Orn. Foren. Tidssk. 73: 297-304. % Mgller, A. P. (ed.,
1978): Nordjyllands Fugle. Klampenborg. %k Moore, R. D. (1981): Long-tailed skua Stercorarius longi-
caudus at the Kenya Coast. Scopus 5: 79. %k Mé6rzer Bruyns, W. F. J., & K. H. Voous (1965): Great
Skuas (Stercorarius skua) in the Northern Indian Ocean. Ardea 53: 80-81. % Paran, Y. (1980): Some
notes on waterbirds observed in Egypt and North Sinai - 1978/79. Bull. Orn. Soc. Middle East 4: 2-5. %
Paran, Y., & U. Paz (1978): Autumn migration of waterbirds on the North Coast of Sinai. Poster pre-
sentation XVII Intern. Orn. Congress, Berlin, 4-11 May 1978. % Paz, U., & Y. Paran (1975): Summary
of migration of waterbirds in the North of Sinai, 13/9/74-15/9/74. Nature Reserves Authority in Israel,
report. Translated and produced by Sinai Conservation Group, U.K. % Petersen, I., & U. G. Sgren-
sen (1980): Ornithological observations from the Bardawil-lagoon, North Sinai, Egypt. October 1979.
Report, Copenhagen. % Dies. (1981a): Migration studies from the eastern part of the lagoon “Sabkhet
el Bardawil” on the North-coast of the Sinai-Peninsula, 7-30 Sept. 1980. Report. Copenhagen. *
(1981b): Third Danish ornithological expedition to Egypt, autumn 1981. Preliminary report. Copenha-
gen. * Phillips, W. W. A. (1947): The ornithological diary of a voyage of S.S. Samluzon. J. Bombay
Nat. Hist. Soc. 46: 593-612. % Pihl, S. (1977): Birds in Eilat, spring 1977. Report, Haslev. % Safriel,
U. (1968): Bird migration at Eilat, Israel. Ibis 110: 283-320. % Seitz, E., & U. von Wicht (1980): Der
Einflug von Raubméwen ins Mitteleuropdische Binnenland in Spatsommer/Herbst 1976. Orn. Beob. 77:
2-20. % Sherihai, H. (1982): Bird migration in Eilat. Observations summary autumn 1980. Report,
Eilat. % Sinclair, J. C., & Rarities Committee (1983): S.A.O.S. Rarities Committee Report. Bok-
makerie 35 (2): 35-40. % Sorci, G. B. Massa & G. Cangialosi (1971): Il genere Stercorarius Brisson
¢ regolare nel Mediterraneo. Riv. ital. Orn. 41: 161-198. % Strickland, M. J. (1973): The seabirds of
Masirah Island. Sea Swallow 22: 16-19. %k Thomsen, P., & P. Jacobsen (1979): The Birds of Tunisia.
Copenhagen. * Tuck, G. S. (1974): Seabirds of the Persian Gulf (The Gulf) and Gulf of Oman. A sur-
vey. (1958-1973). Sea Swallow 23: 7-21. % Urban, E. K., & L. H. Brown (1971): A Checklist of the
Birds of Ethiopia. Addis Abbeba. %k Van Impe, J. (1969): Passage régulier de Puffinus p. yelkouan
(Acerbi) et de Stercorarius pomarinus (Temm.) le long de la c6te Roumaine. Alauda 37: 163-164. *x
Walker, F. J. (1981): Notes on the birds of the Northern Oman. Sandgrouse 2: 33-55. % Welch, G.,
& H. Welch (1984): Birds seen on an expedition to Djibouti. Sandgrouse 6: 1-23. %k Wimpfheimer,
D., B. Bruun, S. M. Bahael Din & M. C. Jennings (1983): The migration of birds of prey in the
northern Red Sea area. Report of the 1982 Suez Study. Holy Land Conservation Fund. New York.

Authors’ addresses: P. L. Meininger, Grevelingstraat 127, 4335 XE, Middelburg, The Netherlands.
U.G.Serensen, Mallegade 21 I. tv., DK-2200 Copenhagen N, Denmark.



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at

Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database
Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Vogelwarte - Zeitschrift fiir Vogelkunde
Jahr/Year: 1985/86

Band/Volume: 33_1985

Autor(en)/Author(s): Meininger Peter L., Sorensen Uffe Gjol

Artikel/Article: The occurrence of Skuas (Stercoraridae) in the Middle East,
with special reference to Egypt and the northern Red Sea 281-294


https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=20832
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=54078
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=355653

