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HALIPLIDAE:
I. Three new synonymies

(Coleoptera)

B.J. van VONDEL

Abstract

The three Chinese species of Haliplidac (Coleoptera), described by MAKHAN (1999), are
synonymiscd. Peltodytes aschmie is considered as a junior synonym of Peltodytes sinensis (HOPE).
Haliplus rishwani is considered as a junior synonym of Flaliplus japonicus SHARP and Haliplns
(imrislii is considered as a junior synonym of Haliplus sharpi WlillNCKIi.
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Introduction

Recently MAKIIAN (1999) described three new species of Haliplidae from China, all from
Chongqing. He refers to my review of the Chinese Haliplidac (Vondel, 1995) and compares two
of his new species with certain species mentioned in that review. Although I tried to, it was not
possible to get type material of Makhan's new species for examination. Nevertheless Makhan's
descriptions offer sufficient information to form my opinion on the status of his species.

Peltodytes sinensis (HOPE)

Haliplus sinensis HOPE 1845:15
Peltodytes aschnae MAKHAN 1999: 269 syn.n.

Makhan compares this species with Peltodytes coomani PESCHET and indeed this species differs.
When compared with P. sinensis (HOPE) however, there is a striking resemblance. Makhan's
description of P. aschnae fits perfectly in the set of characters known from the widespread P.
sinensis. The two black dots between the eyes together with the narrow pronotal margins and the
blunt tooth on the mctacoxal plates distinguish P. sinensis from all other Palearctic species. As
Makhan docs not mention characters possibly distinguishing P. ashnae from P. sinensis I
consider P. aschnae as a junior synonym of P. sinensis.

Haliplus japonicus SHARP

Haliplus japonicus SHARP 1873: 55
Haliplus rishwani MAKHAN 1999: 271 syn.n.

Makhan compares //. rishwani with /7. japonicus SHARP and that is correct, because both have
very much in common. Makhan however, sees two main differences: the colour pattern and the
shape of the male genitalia. As in most Haliplidac, the colour pattern in H. japonicus is to a
certain extent variable and I consider the colour pattern as illustrated by Makhan to belong to the
normal variety of the latter species. The genitalia may show some variation depending on the
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way preparations are made. I see no reliable difference in the genitalia as I know them from H.
japonicus and the genitalia from H. rishwani as illustrated by Makhan.

I consider H. rishwani as a junior synonym of H. japonicus.

Haliplus sharpi WEHNCKE

Haliplus sharpi WEHNCKE 1880: 74
Haliplus amrishi MAKHAN 1999: 272 syn.n.

Makhan writes that his species is allied to H. diopus GUIGNOT. Following the key to species
identification of VONDEL (1993) however some clear differences are seen. In the latter species
the pronotum has a central dark mark and the metaventral process has two strong pits. In H.
amrishi the pronotum lacks any dark mark, while the metaventral process has a central
impression. So the two species clearly differ in some important characters and seem less allied to
each other than to some other species in the region. For unknown reasons Makhan did not take
into consideration a relation with H. sharpi. When I compare the characters of H. amrishi with
the characters of H. sharpi I can not detect any difference strong enough to justify a separate
status.

I consider H. amrishi as a junior synonym of//, sharpi.

Discussion

The sizes of the different species given by Makhan are in all three cases exceeding the values
given by VONDEL (1996) by about 20%. It is possible that Makhan collected unusually large
specimens, but one should take into consideration the possibility that Makhan's measurements
are not correct.

Some general remarks regarding Makhan's publication have to be made:

1. Makhan did not study type material of related species. For a reliable foundation of the creation
of a new species I think that is necessary.

2. Makhan did not consult a specialist on Haliplidae, although such a specialist is available in his
own country.

3. Makhan should have been suspicious, when he thought he had collected only undescribed
species. Although I have examined a large number of Haliplidae from various parts of China
(VONDEL, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1995, 1998) I found only a few specimens belonging to
undescribed species.
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