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Revised taxonomic status of some Old World Piesmatidae
(Heteroptera)

Ernst HEISS & Jean PÉRICART

Z u s a m m e n f a s s u n g
Aufgrund neuer Erkenntnisse wird ein veränderter taxonomischer Status für einige Piesmatidae der
Alten Welt vorgeschlagen. Afropiesma PÉRICART 1974 und Parapiesma PÉRICART 1974, bisher Un-
tergattungen von Piesma LEPELETIER & SERVILLE 1828, werden in den Rang von Gattungen erho-
ben, und den früheren Unterarten Parapiesma atriplicis (FREY - GESSNER 1863), Parapiesma kolenatü
(FIEBER 1861 ), Parapiesma longicarinum (HSIAO & JiNG 1979) und Parapiesma rotundatum (HORVATH
1906) wiederum der Artstatus zuerkannt.

A b s t r a c t
The taxonomic status of some Old World Piesmatidae is reconsidered. Afropiesma PÉRICART 1974
and Parapiesma PÉRICART 1974, formerly treated as subgenera, are regarded as distinct genera and
the following subspecies are again given specific rank: Parapiesma atriplicis (FREY- GESSNER 1863),
Parapiesma kolenatii (FIEBER 1861), Parapiesma longicarinum (HSIAO & JiNG 1979) and Parapiesma
rotundatum (HORVATH 1906).
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Most modern authors (e.g. HORVATH 1906, STICHEL 1957, DRAKE & DAVIS 1958) placed all species
described from the Palaearctic and Nearctic Region and Africa in the genus Piesma LEPELETIER &
SERVILLE 1828. Studies by PÉRJCART (1974) have shown, however, that this genus is not homogeneous
and three distinct groups can be distinguished for which he introduced the subgenera Afropiesma and
Parapiesma with the remaining species placed subgenus Piesma s.str. The type revision by HEISS &
PÉRICART (1975) led to several synonymies and new arrangements on specific and subspecific level.
All these taxonomic categories have been retained in the revision of Palaearctic Piesmatidae by
HEISS & PÉRICART (1983).

In the course of preparing the respective chapter for the Catalogue of the Heteroptera of the Palaearctic
Region further material was studied, which resulted in a reconsideration of the present classification.
The evaluation of the distinguishing characters for the subgenera (cf. PÉRICART 1974) supports our
opinion that they represent distinct monophyletic units and we therefore propose to give them generic
rank:

Afropiesma PÉRICART 1974, new status
Parapiesma PÉRICART 1974, new status
Piesma LEPELETIER & SERVILLE 1828, rev. status

Furthermore, it has been realized that the distribution areas of taxa formerly regarded as subspecies
of Parapiesma kolenatii and Parapiesma kochiae are overlapping in the Caucasus - Anatolia - Middle
East - areas and Far East respectively, thus representing distinct species. The following new
combinations are proposed:

Parapiesma atriplicis (FREY - GESSNER 1863), comb. nov.
Parapiesma kochiae (BECKER 1867), comb. nov.
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Parapiesma kolenatii (FIEBER 1861), comb. nov.
Parapiesma longicarinum (HsiAO & JiNG 1979), comb. nov.
Parapiesma rotundatum (HORVATH 1906), comb. nov.

REFERENCES

DRAKE, C. J. & DAVIS, N. T. 1958: The morphology and systematics of the Piesmatidae (Hemiptera) with
keys to World genera and American species.- Ann. ent. Soc. Am., 51: 567-581.

HEISS, E. & PÉRICART, J. 1975: Introduction à une révision des Piesma paléarctiques. Étude du materiel-type;
établissement de diverses synonymies et de nouveaux regroupements.- Ann. Soc. ent. France (N.S.) 11,3:
517-540.

HEISS, E. & PÉRICART, J. 1983: Revision of Palaearctic Piesmatidae (Heteroptera).- Mitt. Münch. ent. Ges.,
73:61-171.

HORVATH, G. 1906: Synopsis Tingitidarum regionis palaearcticae.- Ann. hist. nat. Mus. nat. Hung. Budapest,
4: 1-118.

PÉRICART, J. 1974: Subdivision du genre Piesma (Hem. Piesmatidae) et remarques diverses.- Ann. Soc. ent.
France (N.S.) 10, 1:51-58.

STICHEL, W. 1957: Piesmatidae. In: Illustrierte Bestimmungstabellen der Wanzen. II. Europa, vol. 4: 35-41.

Addresses of the authors: Prof. Dr. Ernst HEISS, Entomol. Research Associate, Tiroler Landesmuseum, J. Schraffl-
straße 2a, A-6020 Innsbruck, Austria.

Dr. Jean PÉRICART, 10 Rue Habert, F-77130 Montereau, France.

120

©Arbeitsgemeinschaft Österreichischer Entomologen, Wien, download unter www.biologiezentrum.at



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at
Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Zeitschrift der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Österreichischer
Entomologen

Jahr/Year: 1997

Band/Volume: 49

Autor(en)/Author(s): Heiss Ernst, Pericart Jean

Artikel/Article: Revised taxonomic status of some Old World Piesmatidae
(Heteroptera). 119-120

https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=1767
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=26331
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=72163



