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Polyspecific associations are fairly common in African forest primates, either in the form of

mixed troops of several individuals each of two or more species in close spatial proximity,

foraging and/or moving together for a variable length of time, or of solitary individuals

joining groups of another species for some time. Polyspecific troops observed in West

African forests included between two and six species of the foUowing genera: Cer-

copithecHS, Miopithecus, Cercocebus, Colobus, and only rarely and for short periods the

species Mandrillus leucophaeus and Pan troglodytes {]oi<iES and Sabater Pi 1968; Gautier

and Gautier-Hion 1969, 1983; Gartlan and Struhsaker 1972; Gautier-Hion 1973;

Gautier-Hion and Gautier 1974;

QuRis 1976; Galat and Galat-

LuoNG 1985). Between two and five

species of the genera Cercopithecus,

Cercocebus and Colobus were re-

ported in polyspecific associations in

East African forests, and for short

times only, Pan troglodytes (Ald-

rich-Blake 1968; Struhsaker 1975,

1981; RuDRAN 1978; Struhsaker and

Leland 1979; Waser 1980). Poly-

specific associations are uncommon in

savannah primates like Erythrocebus

patas, Papio anubis or Papio cyno-

cephalus (Hall 1967; Altmann and

Altmann 1970). Cercopithecus

aethiops is known to form short-term

mixed troops with Papio cynocephalus

(Altmann and Altmann 1970) and

with Cercopithecus mitis (Booth
1962; Kingdon 1974).

Generally interspecific affiliative

behaviour like solicitation of groom-

ing or grooming is rare in these mixed

groups, agonistic behaviour between

the different species being much more

common (Gautier and Gautier-

Hion 1969; Gautier-Hion and

Gautier 1974; Waser 1980). All

studies discussing interspecific groom-

Fig. 1. An adult 6 vervet {Cercopithecus aethiops

pygerythrus) grooming an adult blue monkey (C. mitis

kolbi) the sex of which could not be ascertained during

the Observation. (Photo: G. Peters)
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ing in detail State that it is an asymmetrical phenomenon, with a non-random distribution

of groomers and groomees among the species, sexes and age classes in the mixed troops

(Struhsaker 1975, 1981; Rudran 1978; Waser 1980).

To the best of our knowledge the only published photographic record of interspecific

grooming is by Waser (1980, Fig. 3, p. 65), involving a subadult S Colobus hadius and a

subadult (5 Cercocebus albigena, two forest species. This paper reports on two casual field

observations of reciprocal interspecific grooming and documents the behaviour photo-

graphically, one event between individuals of Cercopithecus aethiops and C. mitis, the other

involving C. aethiops, Erythrocebus patas and Colobus badius.

The former interspecific interaction was observed in the NW part of Meru National

Park, Kenya, on August 1, 1984, in a troop of about 7 vervet monkeys (Cercopithecus

aethiops pygerythrus) accompanied by a solitary blue monkey (C. mitis kolbi) (taxonomy

according to Kingdon [1974]). An adult S vervet soHcited grooming from the soHtary

adult blue monkey the sex of which could not be ascertained during the Observation but the

latter did not react to the invitation. In turn the C. aethiops started to groom the C. mitis

(Fig. 1) and after about 2-3 minutes the ^?2/m reciprocated. After moving for several meters

the two individuals resumed grooming.

The second instance of interspecific grooming was seen in a gallery forest in Abuko
Nature Reserve 15 miles from Banjul, The Gambia, on November 25, 1984. It involved

individuals of three species: a patas monkey (Erythrocebus patas patas), a red colobus

(Colobus badius temminckii) and two vervets (Cercopithecus aethiops sabaeus). According

to Brewer (1983) in The Gambia vervets quite often form mixed troops with red colobus

and playful interactions between juvenile patas monkeys and red colobus have been

Fig. 2. A triadic interspecific grooming between a patas monkey, Erythrocebus patas patas, (left), a

vervet, Cercopithecus aethiops sabaeus, (right), and a red colobus, Colobus badius temminckii, (barely

visible in the background between the other two monkeys). All individuals involved in this interaction

were subadults. (Photo: G. Nogge)
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reported from Abuko Nature Reserve. The interspecific grooming was initiated by a single,

free-ranging, subadult patas monkey from the animal orphanage of the reserve who
approached a troop of vervets and a troop of red colobus that had come to a waterhole. The

patas monkey and a subadult red colobus started to groom each other and were later

approached by two subadult vervets who sat down close by. Then for some time the red

colobus groomed the patas monkey who in turn groomed one of the vervets (Fig. 2).
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