
Zum Geleit

D as v o r lie g e n d e  H eft is t  d em  P ro b le m k re is  „ Ju g e n d a rb e it  un d  U m w elt in  Ö ste r re ic h “ 
g ew id m e t. Z w ei A n lä sse  w a re n  a u s sc h la g g e b en d , g e r a d e  je t z t  d ie sen  S c h w e rp u n k t zu 
s e tz e n : d e r  A b sch lu ß  des U m w e lts ch u tzw e ttb e w erb s  „ S e lb s t  H an d e ln “ f ü r  d ie  Ju g e n d  
Ö ste rre ich s  u n d  d as T h em a des U m iv e ltsch u tz tag es  1974  „ Ju g e n d  u n d  U m w e lt“ . B e id e  
A n lä sse  s in d  g e e ig n e t , im  n a tu rv e rb u n d e n e n , u m w e ltb e w u ß te n  M en sch en  v e rsc h ie d e n e  
g ru n d sä tz lic h e  G ed an k en  au fk o m m en  zu  la s se n , e tw a  w e lc h e  S te l lu n g  d e r  Ju g e n d  in  d e r  
B e w ä lt ig u n g  von  U m w e ltp ro b lem en  schon  je t z t  zu ko m m t o d er w e lc h e  g ig a n tis c h e n  A u f­
g ab e n  a ls  u n e rw ü n sc h te s  E rb e von  ih r  in  Z u k u n ft g e m e is te r t  w e rd e n  m ü ssen .

In  d ie sem  H eft w e rd en  Ih n e n  k e in e  P a te n t lö su n g e n  d a fü r  an g eb o ten , w ie  d ie  Ju g e n d  
d ie  U m w e ltk r is e  le tz t l ic h  lö sen  m ö ch te . Es w ird  a u c h  n ic h t  d ie  F ra g e  b e a n tw o rte t , ob 
d ie  Ju g e n d  d ie  an s te h e n d e n  P ro b le m e  ü b e rh a u p t  w ird  b e w ä lt ig e n  kö n n en . W ir  w o lle n  
Ih n e n  v ie lm e h r  s t r e i f l ic h ta r t ig  I n it ia t iv e n  u n d  a n d e re  L e is tu n g e n  v e r sc h ie d e n e r  G rup ­
p en  von  Ju g e n d lic h e n  v o rs te lle n  u n d  d am it an  k o n k re te n  B e isp ie le n  e in e n  E in b lic k  in  
d ie  Ju g e n d a rb e it  a u f  dem  G eb ie t d es N atu r- un d  U m iv e ltsch u tzes  v e rm it te ln . M an  so llte  
e ig e n t lic h  a ls  s e lb s tv e r s tä n d lic h  an n e h m e n , d aß  d e r  Ju g e n d  je d e  n u r  d e n k b a re  U n te r ­
s tü tz u n g  g eb o ten  w ird , s ich  g e r a d e  m it  d iesem  G eb ie t a u s e in a n d e rz u se tz e n . D enn  d ad u rch  
v e rb e s se r t  s ich  d ie  B a s is , d ie  ih r  zu r  B e w ä lt ig u n g  d e r  w o h l n u r  u n te r  A u fb ie tu n g  a l le r  
K rä f te  lö sb a ren  U m w e ltf ra g e n  v e rb le ib t , an  d e re n  Z u stan d eko m m en  d ie  Ju g e n d  se lb s t  
a b e r  n u r  e in  g e r in g e s  A u sm aß  an  S c h u ld  tr if f t . T a ts ä c h lic h  w ird  d ie s e r  g ru n d sä tz lic h  
w ic h t ig e  F ra g e n b e re ic h  in  w e ite n  K re ise n  d e r  Ö ffe n tlic h k e it  un d  au c h  d e r  ö ffen tlich en  
H an d  p ra k t is c h  v ö ll ig  v e rn a c h lä s s ig t . Es is t  zu  hoffen , d a ß  d e r  h e u r ig e  U m w e ltsch u tz tag  
e in e  g ru n d sä tz lic h e  Ä n d e ru n g  d ie s e r  E in s te llu n g  b e w irk t . D ieses H eft so ll in  d iesem  
B em ü h en  e in e n  B e it r a g  le is te n .

W ir  d a n k e n  a n  d ie s e r  S te l le  d em  Ö ste rre ich isc h e n  N a tu rsc h u tz b u n d , d a ß  e r  d ieses  
H eft s e in e r  Z e its c h r if t  „ N a tu r  u n d  L a n d “ d e r  Ö N J z u r  V e rfü g u n g  g e s te l lt  h a t.

F ü r  d ie  Ö ste rre ich isc h e  N a tu r sc h u tz ju g e n d : 

D r. W a lte r  IC o f  l  e r
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