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During the *tth International Symposium at Abisko,
Swedish Lapland, in 1968, students of Plecoptera 
agreed that they should form an organisation.
Publication of a newsletter, PERLA, was suggested to be the only formal 
expression of th is organisation of Plecopterologists (be the term a 
tonguetwister - i t  is  at least co rrec t!). It  is  hoped that this news
le tte r w ill intensify contact and cooperation between people working on 
stoneflies and thereby promote research on these insects.

Here is the newly hatched nymphule of PERLA, just in time for the 
next symposium in Washington, D.C. th is September. It  might appear to 
be late to outsiders, but anyone fam iliar with the habits of many 
stoneflies should not be surprised. Only the f ir s t  drumming signals 
(fo r details see RUPPRECHT, below) were heard at Abisko, but even after 
oviposition, development is  often not straightforward and considerable 
spans of time may be spent in the dormant stages. In th is particular 
case, the resting period has allowed for the establishment of a very 
useful transatlantic cooperation. It  is  hoped that PERLA w ill not take 
the habit of some forms (lik e  the tiny capniid nymphs shown to us at 
Abisko by H.8.N. Hynes), and spend additional resting time after 
hatching, but instead w ill develop and grow continuously. The amount 
of interest in PERLA and the supply of "food" i t  receives in the form 
of notes and contributions from Plecopterologists a l l  over the world 
w ill determine the frequency of "moults". At present, 1 issue per 
annum is anticipated.

You are a ll invited to contribute to future issues by sending 
notes on present a c t iv it ie s , recently published papers, and material 
needed or offered, as well as notes on personal matters to the editors.
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