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Dr. Pierre-Paul Harper 1942 – 2019 

 

Pierre-Paul (aka Peter) Harper died peacefully in his sleep, 29 April 2019, at home in 

Saint-Hubert, Quebec. Peter was born 4 September 1942 in Masson, a small town in 

southwestern Quebec. His Scottish father was from Tignish, Prince Edward Island, 

whereas his mother was a French-Canadian from Buckingham, in the same vicinity as 

Masson. Peter enjoyed his Catholic secondary schooling at the Collège Saint-Alexandre, 

Gatineau, and thought he had found his calling early on, that of teaching priest in Africa. 

He went on to earn a B.A. degree in classics (Greek and Latin) at Laval University in 

Quebec City. He continued with a biology degree at the University of Montreal, still with 

the intention of becoming a missionary. He did receive his B.Sc. in 1966, but during 

these years, two events altered his trajectory. First, Peter worked as a summer intern at 

the University’s biological research station at Saint-Hippolyte, now known as the Station 

de Biologie des Laurentides. He worked on a botanical inventory of the station with 

Brother Roland Germain. In so doing, he discovered the fauna and flora of the 

Laurentians and became a fervent naturalist; surveying the research station became a 

significant part of the rest of his life. Second, having previously attended boys’ schools, 

he discovered the fairer sex: he fell in love with his colleague, Françoise Delorme, and 

his dream of the priesthood and teaching in the French colonies faded away.  

 

Peter reoriented his professional life towards research. He pursued a master’s degree at 

the University of Montreal under the tutelage of Étienne Magnin, with whom he had 

already developed a friendship during his undergraduate work, one that would persist the 
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rest of their lives. Magnin, a free-living Frenchman from Savoie, renowned for his work 

on sturgeon, supervised Peter’s work on the stoneflies of the Saint-Hippolyte research 

station. Working side by side with Françoise, she on mayflies, the two sparked a long-

term research collaboration, both receiving their M.Sc. degrees in 1967. Peter continued 

his education at the University of Waterloo, earning a Ph.D. in 1971 with the eminent 

stonefly expert and father of modern stream ecology, H.B. Noel Hynes. During this time, 

Françoise gave birth to their one and only child, Catherine.  

 

The young family left for Europe when Peter took a postdoctoral position at University 

Paul Sabatier in Toulouse, France, in the hydrobiology lab of Eugène Angelier. He 

explored the Pyrenees and surveyed back-country streams, collecting avidly. After their 

year in France, Peter returned to Canada to a professorship in the Department of 

Biological Sciences at the University of Montreal. Peter held that position from 1972 

until his early retirement in 2004, when he devoted himself to the care of Françoise who 

had fallen ill and subsequently died of a degenerative form of Parkinson’s disease.  

 

At the University of Montreal, Peter’s teaching load was composed of undergraduate-

level courses including entomology, introductory ecology, the history of biology, and 

bio-ethics. He had a phenomenal memory and knowledge that extended well beyond 

biology. He taught for hours without notes, his lectures were full of historical, 

philosophical, and other anecdotes, and his former students still comment on his 

impressive erudition. He had a way of sparking student interest, for example by 

introducing higher Diptera as “shit-lovers”.  

 

Throughout his career, Peter took on various administrative tasks. He was the director of 

the Saint-Hippolyte Research Station from 1975 to 1986. During these years, he spent his 

summers in a nearby chalet and, net in hand, surveyed the terrain of the station and its 

environs. Emergence traps were installed on its lakes and streams from May through 

October every year. Impressive inventory series were collected and analyzed, 

provisioning multiple student theses, dissertations, and publications. Peter was also the 

curator of the Ouellet-Robert Entomological Collection and its aquatic insect collections 

grew considerably during his tenure.  

 

Every year, Peter collected insects across the territory of Quebec and eastern Canada. 

These days were overfilled and those who accompanied him knew what to expect: cover 

great distances, collect as much as possible to make the travel worthwhile, and stop at 

villages along the road to discover the region, its history, its culture, and the local food. 

The abundant identified material, now integrated into the Ouellet-Robert Collection, 

makes first class of our knowledge of the aquatic insects of Quebec and the Maritimes. 

Peter’s almost 100 publications mostly covered the ecology and taxonomy of stoneflies, 

mayflies, caddisflies, and aquatic Diptera. His last scientific publication was with Ed 

Masteller on empidids in Puerto Rico.  

 

His scholarly interests went beyond biology; Peter earned a bachelor’s degree in theology 

at McGill University (1998-1993) and later focused on eastern Orthodox theology, 

earning a certificate (1998-2003) and then a master’s degree (2003-2013) from 
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Sherbrooke University. During the 1970s, Peter joined the “Red Roof Church” 

community at Saint John the Evangelist. He was an active member and remained strongly 

attached to this particular and unique downtown Montreal Anglican high church. He 

penned a number of documents about its history, its architecture, and its succession of 

priests. He loved everything about the site and its people, and he led guided tours of the 

church and its cemetery in order to pass on his love of this special place. A great traveler 

devoted to his faith and a lover of history, Peter visited many countries on several 

continents, never forgetting to stop at places of worship. As Françoise’s illness began to 

keep him more at home, he began genealogical research on the Harper and Soucy 

(maternal) families. He found long-lost cousins and made fun discoveries about his 

family’s past.  

 

From his marriage to Françoise was born Catherine, for whom his devotion was limitless. 

She had two sons that were the pride and joy of their grandfather. Peter loved recounting 

stories about his daughter, son-in-law, and grandsons. Always interested in history, 

people, and places, Peter wrote his memoires during his last year in order to pass on the 

family history.  

 

Peter was presented in absentia the Lifetime Achievement in Plecopterology at the XII 

International Conference on Ephemeroptera and the XVI International Sympoium on 

Plecoptera held in June 2008 at the Sttaatliches Museum für Naturkunde in Stuttgart, 

Germany for his exemplary contributions to the study of teh Plecoptera. This 

contributions are summarized in Perla No. 27, 2009. 

 

Most of the above was written by Louise Cloutier, translated and edited by Dr. Colin 

Favret, University of Montreal. Bulletin de la Société d’entomologie du Canada. 51(4) 

Décembre 2019 
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Hemerodromia Meigen (Diptera: Empididae: Hemerodromiinae) from Puerto Rico. 
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Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera, University of Perugia, Perugia, Italy. 

Harper, P. P. and F. Harper.  1997.  The genus Leuctra Stephens in North America: a 
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R. Pourriot et M. Meybeck (editors) Collection Écologie #25, Limnologie 

générale, Paris: Masson, pp. 368-388. 
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Harper, P. P. 1992.  La Grande Rivière, a subarctic river and a hydroelectric megaproject.  
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Canadian Scholars’ Press, pp. 207-222. 
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Harper, P. P. and M. Lauzon. 1994 (1991). Life cycles of sundry stoneflies (Plecoptera) 
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Cloutier, L. and P. P. Harper. 1986. A new species of Rheotanytarsus from subarctic 
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27 

 

Harper, P. P. and L. Cloutier. 1985. Composition et  phénologie de communautés 

d'insectes du lac Geai, un lac  dystrophe des Laurentides (Québec). Natur. Can. 

112: 405-415. 

Landry, B. and P. P. Harper. 1985. The aquatic dance fly fauna of a subarctic river 

system in Québec, with the description of a new species of Hemerodromia 

(Diptera; Empididae). Can. Entomol. 117: 1379-1386. 

Harper, P. P. and M. Lauzon. 1985. The crane fly fauna of a Laurentian woodland, with 

special reference to the aquatic species. Rev. Entomol. Qué. 30: 3-22. 

Harper, P. P. and R. C. Wildman. 1985. A new Paraleuctra from the Cascade and Coast 

ranges. Can. J. Zool. 63: 982-983. 

Harper, P. P. 1984. Alloperla acadiana n. sp. (Plecoptera; Chloroperlidae) du 

Nouveau-Brunswick. Rev. Entomol. Qué. 29: 83-85. 

Harper, F. and P. P. Harper. 1984. Phenology and distribution of mayflies in a southern 

Ontario lowland stream. Proc. IVth Intern. Conf. Ephemeroptera. Pp. 243-251. 

Harper, P. P. and F. Harper. 1983. Biogéographie et associations des Plécoptères d'hiver 

du Québec méridional. Can. Entomol. 115: 1465-1476. 

Kirchner, R. F. and P. P. Harper. 1983. The nymph of Bolotoperla rossi (Frison). J. Kans. 

Entomol. Soc. 56: 411-414. 

Harper, F., E. Magnin, and P. P. Harper. 1983. Diel periodicity of emerging mayflies in a 

Laurentian stream. Aquat. Ins. 5: 21-31. 

Thibault, J. and P. P. Harper. 1983. Les peuplements de taons d'une forêt des 

Basses-Laurentide: inventaire, phénologie, activité et habitats. Natur. Can. 110: 

27-36.  

Harper, P. P. and F. Harper. 1982. Mayfly communities in a Laurentian watershed. Can. 

J. Zool. 60: 2828-2840. 

Turcotte, P. and P. P. Harper. 1982. The macro-invertebrate fauna of a small Andean 

stream. Freshwater Biol. 12: 411-419. 

Turcotte, P. and P. P. Harper. 1982. Drift patterns in a high Andean stream. 

Hydrobiologia 89: 141-151.  

Harper, F. and P. P. Harper. 1981. Northern Canadian mayflies, records and descriptions. 

Can. J. Zool.  59: 1784-1789.   

Roy, D. and P. P. Harper. 1981. An analysis of an adult Trichoptera community in the 

Laurentian highlands of Québec. Holarct. Ecol. 4: 102-115. 

André, P., P. Legendre, and P. P. Harper. 1981. La sélectivité de trois engins 

d'échantillonnage du benthos lacustre. Ann. Limnol. 17: 24-40. 

Roy, D. and P. P. Harper. 1980. Oxyethira roberti n. sp., trichoptère nouveau du sud du 

Québec. Natur. Can. 107: 117-119. 

Harper, P.P. 1980. Phenology and distribution of aquatic dance flies (Diptera; 

Empididae) in a Laurentian watershed. Amer. Midl. Nat. 104: 110-117. 

Roy, D., H. Décamps and P. P. Harper. 1980. Taxonomy of male and female 

Plectrocnemia (Trichoptera; Polycentropodidae) from the French Pyrenees. 

Aquat. Ins. 2: 19-31. 

Roy, D. and P. P. Harper. 1980. Females of the nearctic Molanna (Trichoptera; 

Molannidae). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 82: 229-236. 

Harper, P. P. and L. Cloutier. 1979. Chironomini and Pseudochironomini of a Québec 

highland stream (Diptera; Chironominae). Entomol. Scand., Suppl. 10: 81-94.  



 

28 

 

Harper, P. P. 1979. Plecoptera. in H. V. Danks (ed.) Canada and its insect fauna. Mem. 

Entomol. Soc. Can. 108: 311-313. 

Back, C. and P. P. Harper. 1979. Succession saisonnière, émergence, voltinisme et 

répartition de mouches noires des Laurentides (Diptera; Simuliidae). Can. J. Zool.  

57: 627-639. 

Roy, D. and P. P. Harper. 1979. Liste préliminaire des Trichoptères (insectes) du Québec. 

Ann. Soc. Entomol. Qué. 24: 148-172. 

Cloutier, L. and P. P. Harper. 1978. Les Chironomides Tanypodinae (Diptères) de 

ruisseaux des Laurentides. Natur. Can. 105: 125-135. 

Harper, P. P. 1978. Variations in the production of emerging insects from a Québec 

stream. Verh. Internat. Verein. Limnol. 20: 1317-1323. 

Harper, P. P. 1978. Observations on the early instars of stoneflies (Plecoptera). Gewässer 

Abwässer  

Harper, P. P. and R. F. Kirchner. 1978. A new stonefly from West Virginia (Plecoptera: 

Chloroperlidae). Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash. 80: 403-406. 

Cloutier, L. and P. P. Harper. 1978. Phénologie de Tanypodinae de ruisseaux des 

Laurentides (Diptera; Chironomidae). Can. J. Zool. 56: 1129-1139. 

Back, C. and P. P. Harper. 1978. Les mouches noires (Diptera: Simuliidae) de deux 

ruisseaux des Laurentides, Québec. Ann. Soc. Entomol. Qué. 23: 55-66. 

LeSage, L. and P. P. Harper. 1977. Description de cinq espèces de larves d'Elmidae 

néarctiques (Coléoptères). Ann. Soc.  Entomol. Qué. 22: 18-32. 

Harper, P. P. 1977. Capniidae, Leuctridae, and Perlidae (Plecoptera) from Nepal. Orient. 

Insects 11: 53-62. 

LeSage, L. and P. P. Harper. 1976. Cycles biologiques d'Elmidae (Coléoptères) de 

ruisseaux des Laurentides, Québec. Ann. Limnol. 12: 139-174. 

LeSage, L. and P. P. Harper. 1976. Notes on the life history of the toed-winged beetle 

Anchytarsus bicolor (Melsheimer) (Coleoptera: Ptilodactylidae). Coleopt. Bull. 

30: 233-238.  

Harper, F. and P. P. Harper. 1976. Inventaire et phénologie des Ephéméroptères du lac 

Saint-Louis, Québec. Ann. Soc. Entomol. Qué. 21: 136-143. 

Harper, P. P. 1976. Oxyethira barnstoni n. sp. un nouveau trichoptère de Radissonie, 

Québec (Hydroptilidés). Ann. Soc. Entomol. Qué. 21: 35-38. 

Harper, P. P. 1976. Plecoptera collected by the Hokkaido University expedition to the 

Himalaya, 1968. Mushi 49: 25-33. 

LeSage, L. and P. P. Harper. 1976. Description de nymphes d'Elmidae néarctiques 

(Coléoptères). Can. J. Zool. 54: 65-73. 

LeSage, L. and P. P. Harper. 1975. Les Dryopoïdes aquatiques du Québec (Coléoptères). 

Ann. Soc. Entomol. Qué. 20: 157-68. 

Harper, P. P. and G. Méthot. 1975. Goera radissonica n. sp., nouveau trichoptère de la 

région de la Baie James. Natur. Can. 102: 593-595. 

Harper, P. P. and D. Roy. 1975. Utaperla gaspesiana sp. nov., le premier Plécoptère 

Paraperliné de l'Est canadien. Can.J. Zool. 53: 1185-1187. 

Roy, D. and P. P. Harper. 1975. Nouvelles mentions de trichoptères du Québec et 

description de Limnephilus  nimmoi sp. nov. (Limnephilidae). Can. J. Zool. 53: 

1080-1088. 



 

29 

 

Harper, P. P., J. G. Pilon, and J. M. Perron. 1975. Insectes aquatiques du Nord du Québec 

(Ephéméroptères, Odonates, Plécoptères, Trichoptères). Ann. Soc. Entomol. Qué. 

20: 33-43. 

Harper, P. P. 1975. Quelques Amphinemura et Nemoura nouvelles du Népal (Plécoptères: 

Némouridés). Nouv. Rev. Entomol. 2: 119-127. 

Harper, P. P. 1974. New Protonemura (s.l.) from Nepal (Plecoptera; Nemouridae). 

Psyche 81: 367-376. 

Harper, P. P. 1974. A new eastern nearctic Hemerodromia (Diptera: Empididae). 

Entomol. News 85: 295-297. 

Harper, P. P. 1973. Hydroptila eramosa a new caddis fly from Southern Ontario 

(Trichoptera, Hydroptilidae). Can. J. Zool. 51: 393-394. 

Harper, P. P. 1973. Emergence, reproduction, and growth of setipalpian Plecoptera in 

southern Ontario. Oikos 24: 94-107. 

Harper, P. P. 1973. Life histories of Nemouridae and Leuctridae in Southern Ontario 

(Plecoptera). Hydrobiologia 41: 309-356. 

Harper, P. P. and H. B. N. Hynes. 1972. Life histories of Capniidae and Taeniopterygidae 

(Plecoptera) in Southern Ontario. Arch. Hydrobiol., Suppl. 40: 274-314. 

Harper, P. P. and H. B. N. Hynes. 1971. The nymphs of the Nemouridae of Eastern 

Canada (Insecta: Plecoptera. Can. J. Zool. 49: 1129-1142. 

Harper, P. P. and H. B. N. Hynes. 1971. The nymphs of the Taeniopterygidae of Eastern 

Canada (Insecta; Plecoptera). Can. J. Zool. 49: 941-947. 

Harper, P. P. and H. B. N. Hynes. 1971. The Capniidae of Eastern Canada (Insecta; 

Plecoptera). Can. J. Zool. 49: 921-940. 

Harper, P. P. and H. B. N. Hynes. 1971. The Leuctridae of Eastern Canada (Insecta; 

Plecoptera). Can. J. Zool. 49: 915-920. 

Harper, P. P. 1971. Plécoptères nouveaux du Québec (Insectes). Can. J. Zool. 49: 685-

690. 

Magnin, E. and P. P. Harper. 1970. La nourriture des esturgeons Acipenser fulvescens de 

la rivière Nottaway, tributaire de la Baie James. Natur. Can. 97: 73-85. 

Harper, P. P. and H. B. N. Hynes. 1970. Diapause in the nymphs of Canadian winter 

stoneflies. Ecology 51: 925-927. 

Harper, P. P. and J. G. Pilon. 1970. Annual patterns of emergence of some Quebec 

stoneflies (Insecta: Plecoptera). Can. J. Zool. 48: 681-694. 

Harper, P. and E. Magnin. 1969. Cycles vitaux de quelques Plécoptères des Laurentides 

(insectes). Can. J. Zool. 47: 483-494. 

Ricker, W. E., R. Malouin, P. Harper and H. H. Ross. 1968. Distribution of Québec 

stoneflies (Plecoptera). Natur. Can. 95: 1085-1123. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

30 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



ZOBODAT - www.zobodat.at
Zoologisch-Botanische Datenbank/Zoological-Botanical Database

Digitale Literatur/Digital Literature

Zeitschrift/Journal: Perla

Jahr/Year: 2020

Band/Volume: 38

Autor(en)/Author(s): Redaktion

Artikel/Article: Dr. Pierre-Paul Harper 1942-2019 22-30

https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_series.php?id=20815
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_volumes.php?id=63175
https://www.zobodat.at/publikation_articles.php?id=451347

