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Dr. Donald C. Tarter 1936 – 2019. 

 

Dr. Donald Cain Tarter passed away on May 9, 2019 at the age of 82. Don was a 

professor in the Biology Department with Marshall University, Huntington, West 

Virginia for more than 32 years. Don completed his undergraduate degree at Georgetown 

College in Georgetown, Kentucky, a Master of Science degree at Miami University, 

Miami, Ohio and his PhD at the University of Louisville. Throughout his long distinguish 

scholarly career, he was interested and published extensively on several taxonomic 

groups of aquatic animals from fish, crayfish, leeches to aquatic insects. Don and his 

undergraduate and graduate students were active studying the life histories of aquatic 

insects and inventorying the aquatic insects of West Virginia and surrounding states. He 

corresponded with many of us faithfully and sent us specimens to identify or verify. Don 

was honored with several patronyms including the peltoperlid stonefly Peltoperla tarteri 

Stark and Kondratieff, 1987. 

 

Donald C. Tarter’s papers on Plecoptera: 

 

Ashley, D. L., D. C. Tarter and W. D. Watkins. 1976. Life history and ecology of 

Diploperla robusta Stark and Gaufin (Plecoptera: Perlodidae). Psyche 83: 310-318. 
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Hissom, F. K. and D. C. Tarter. 1976. Taxonomy and distribution of nymphal 

Perlodidae of West Virginia (Insecta: Plecoptera). Journal of the Georgia 

Entomological Society 11: 317-323.  

Nelson, C. H., D. C. Tarter, and M. L. Little. 1977. Description of the adult male of 

Allonarcys comstocki (Smith) (Plecoptera: Pteronarcidae). Entomological News 88 :33-

36. 

 

Ruggles, K. and D. C. Tarter. 1991. Ecological life history of Peltoperla tarteri 

(Plecoptera: Peltoperlidae) from Big Hollow of Paint Creek, Fayette County, West 

Virginia. Psyche 98: 33-46. 

 

Steele, B. D. and D. C. Tarter. 1977. Distribution of the family Perlidae in West Virginia 

(Plecoptera). Entomological News 88: 18-22. 

 

Tarter, D. C., M. L. Little, R. F. Kirchner, W. D. Watkins, R. G. Farmer and D. Steele. 

1975. Distribution of pteronarcid stoneflies in West Virginia (Insecta: Plecoptera). 

Proceedings of the West Virginia Academy of Sciences 47: 79-85. 

 

Tarter, D. C. 1976. Limnology in West Virginia: A lecture and laboratory manual. 

Marshall University Bookstore, Huntington, West Virginia. 249 pp. 

 

Farmer, R. G. and D. C. Tarter. 1976. Distribution of the superfamily Nemouroidea in 

West Virginia (Insecta: Plecoptera). Entomological News 87: 17-24. 

 

Tarter, D. C., R. F. Kirchner, T. Mayberry, Jr., M. L. Little, and W. D. Watkins. 1976. A 

new stonefly, Peltoperla arcuata Needham for West Virginia (Plecoptera: Peltoperlidae). 

Proceedings of the West Virginia Academy of Sciences 48: 3. 

 

Tarter, D. C., R. F. Kirchner, F. Hissom, J. Nearhoff and W. Watkins. 1977. Additional 

state and county records of the superfamily Nemouroidea in West Virginia (Insecta: 

Plecoptera). Proceedings of the West Virginia Academy of Sciences. 49: 27-28.  

 

Tarter, D. C. and L. A. Krumholz. 1971. Life history and ecology of Paragnetina media 

(Walker) (Insecta: Plecoptera) in Doe Run, Meade County, Kentucky. American Midland 

Naturalist 86: 169-180. 

 

Tarter, D. C. and R. F. Kirchner. 1980. List of stoneflies (Plecoptera) of West Virginia. 

Entomological News 91: 49-53. 

 

Tarter, D. C., D. A. Adkins, K. B. Benson and C. V. Covell, Jr. 1984. A preliminary 

checklist of the stoneflies (Plecoptera) of Kentucky. Transactions of the Kentucky 

Academy of Sciences 43: 138-141.  

 

Tarter, D. C., D. A. Adkins, and C. V. Covell. 1984. A checklist of the stoneflies 

(Plecoptera) of Kentucky. Entomological News 101: 35-38. 
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Tarter, D. C. and D. L. Chaffee. 2003. A checklist of the stoneflies (Plecoptera) of the 

Daniel Boone National Forest in Kentucky, USA. Entomological News 114: 224-229. 

 

Tarter, D. C. , C. H. Nelson. 2006.  A revised checklist of the stoneflies (Plecoptera) of 

West Virginia (USA). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington. 108: 

429-442. 

 

Tarter, D. C., D. L. Chaffee, and S. A. Grubbs. 2006. Revised checklist of the stoneflies 

(Plecoptera) of Kentucky, USA. Entomological News 117: 1-10. 

 

Tarter, D. C. , C. H. Nelson. 2010. New state, county, and drainage basin records of West 

Virginia (USA) stoneflies (Plecoptera). Entomological News 121: 159-162.  

 

Tarter, D. C., D. L. Chaffee, S. A. Grubs, and R. E. DeWalt. 2015. New state records of 

Kentucky (USA) stoneflies (Plecoptera). Illiesia 11: 167-174. 

 

Yokum, K. A., T. R. Angradi and D. C. Tarter. 1995. Ecology of Peltoperla arcuata and 

Tallaperla maria (Plecoptera: Peltoperlidae) at the Fernow Experimental Forest, Tucker 

County, West Virginia. Psyche 102: 151-168. 
 

 

 

 
 

Howard A. Rhodes 1936 – 2020. 

 

Howard Allen Rhodes, 83, passed away January 20, 2020 in Cheyenne, Wyoming. He 

was born August 22, 1936 in Virginia. He served in the U. S. Air Force. He initiated a 

Ph.D program at Colorado State University, but left for a position with the U.S. Forest 

Service and retired from that agency. He loved aquatic entomology and maintained a 

large personal collection. He was a co-author of two papers on Plecoptera:  

 

Rhodes, H. A. and B. C. Kondratieff. 1996. Annotated list of the stoneflies (Plecoptera) 

of Western Nebraska, U.S.A. Journal of the Kansas Entomological Society Soc. 69: 191-

198. 
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